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ſeed of the faithful, native of the city mw ; : 


Bir, in the province of Dzarbeckr, or. Abo 
giezirah, fertilized by the waters of El- 
being fired with the pride of youth, and ar 


ted by a thirſt after knowledge, reſolved to im- 
prove his mind by travelling into foreign coun-- 
tries. He accordingly mounted his camel, and. => f 
departed with the caravan for Baſrab, where be 
arrived without accident, and made a conſideraꝑ 


ble purchaſe of the moſt beautiful pearls. Have 


ing thus far happily performed his journey, his 


heart panted with deſtre to viſit the imperial city 
of e where he might be an eye- -witneſs of; 
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chip the ſublime ſucceſſor of the prophet, the 


empęror of the faithful, the roſe of delight, the 
ſteward of Paradiſe, the cheriſher of merit, whoſe 


countenance ſhone like the viſion of 4] Borat *, 
whoſe wings were perpetually dropping with the 
dews of liberality, and extended for ſhelter to all 
the children of diſtreſs, 


Ouran, elevated with ſucceſs, and glowing 
with the reflexion of his own importance, conſi- 
dered through the medium of youthful vanity, 
ſet out from Baſrab, without guide or company, 
and had already advanced as far as the delightful 


plains of Hella, within a day's journey of the great 
City, The ſun had begun to Lud the horizon; 
the heavens diſplayed an unclogded expanſe of | 


tron, the palm, 


blue ſerenity : the fig-tree, the g 
en their arms to 
welcome the new-born da 
that adorn the banks of ZKfharar, glittered with 
the dew-drops of the morning : the young camel, 


the wanton fawn, the bounding antelope, and 


nimble zebra, ſported along the meads, and eve- 


ry buſh reſounded with the melody of the winged 
choriſters. Every thing concurred to fill the heart 
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* A] Borak, according to the Kat, vas the beaft 


that carried Mahomet to heaven. His face was like 


that f a man; and his eyes ſhone with as great à luſtre 


at the ftars would diſplay, avere they enli, ghtened 2 
Ibe rays of the ſun. 34 


the glory and magnificence chat ſurrounded the 
perſon of the renowned khaliph Ha RUN AL Ra- - 


ne verdant plants, 


— 


P— 


135 


of our youth with gaiety and good- humour, and 


inſpire his breaſt with that ſelf-confidence which 


never fails to darken the natural lights of ſenſe 
and reaſon, Here he was overtaken by two per- 


ſonages, whoſe appearance forthwith attracted 
his attention. One of them ſeemed to be a man 
in ſtature, but a child in countenance : his eyes 


were vacant, his features inanimated ; his mouth” 


was unfurniſhed wlth teeth, and an inſipid ſmile 
languiſhed inceſſantly on his face. His neck was 
hung round with tinkling cymbals : in his hand 
he carried a pole, to the end of which was fixed 


the bladder of a dromedary, diſtended with air, 
and containing a few poliſhed peebles. This in- 
ſtrument he rattled ever and anon, and ſeemed to 
take pleaſure in the ſound it produced. His com- 
panion, who performed the office of tutor, and 
led him by a bow-ſtring, faſtened to his girdle, | 


appeared to be of the middle age, tall, robuſt, 


and brawny, with a brindled beard and froward 
viſage. The place of one eye was covered with a 
patch of black taffeta : the other, ſurrounded with 
a livid circle, glared like a comet portending the 
vengeance of heaven: his noſe, which was curved 


like the ſtaff of the khaliph, had been levelled to 
his face by the ſtroke of accident: his forehead 


was indented with ſcars: his teeth were broken 
and diſplaced: his turban was ſtained with blood, 
his garment was torn, and he halted on one leg 
like EBEN Zap, the emir of Mouſſul. A ſcymitar 

of Damaſcus hung upon his thigh, without a ſcab- 5 3 
bard; and in his hand he bore a ſplintered lance,” 
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the remains of ſome tournament in which he had 
been engaged. Notwithſtanding his ferocious ap- 
pearance, he accoſted our traveller in a courteous . 
manner; and, underſtanding his purpoſe of viſit- 
ing Baghdad, offered to conduct him the neareſt 
way to that city, Oux AR, being naturally affa- 
ble, accepted this offer, and, joining theſe two 
ſtrangers, was agreeably entertained with the ſin- 
gular adventures which the lame tutor recounted, 


At len gth they arrived at the foot of a mountain, 


where the road was divided into two paths: one 


of theſe was wide, ſafe, and agreeable, wind- 


8 ing along the level plain, fo as to form a conſi- 


derable circuit; the other, dangerous and diffi- 
cult, aſcended the mountain, and, in one place, 


bordered on the brink of a precipice that overhung 
the river El. pbarat, at that time ſwelled by the 


vernal rains. This, as the ſhorteſt, was choſen 


by the lame guide; and Oman followed his foot» 
ſteps, even againſt the dictates of his own judg- 
ment: | but he was overawed by the fear of ap- 


pearing puſillanimous in the ſight of his conductor. 


They had made conſiderable progreſs notwith- 


ſtanding the inconveniences of the way, when, in 


paſſing over the edge of a ſteep rock, the younger 


of his two fellow-travellers ſhook his rattle ; the 
noiſe of which alarmed an owl, that repoſed her- 


ſelf in a ſmall thicket which bordered on the path. 
Aſtrighted at the ſound, ſhe Happed her wings, 


and, ſcreeching at the ſame time, darted full 1 in 


the face of che akomihed Ouran, who, ſtarting. 
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15 1 
with farprize, fell over the precipice, and plunged 
Into the waves of the El. pbarat. Though he had 
the reputation of an excellent ſwimmer, ſuch was 
the rapidity of the ſtream as to hurry him more 
than ten paraſangs below the place where he fell : 
but at length he reached the ſhore, half dead with 
terror, fatigue, and vexation : for he had loſt his 
turban, which was adorned with jewels of inefti- 


mable value. In this deplorable fituation he was 


found by a peaſant, wlio conveyed him to his cot- 
tage, and adminiſtered to him with great huma- 


- Hity in the courſe of a fever, which the agitation, 


of his mind and body had produced. One day, 


while he wandered among the groves of citrons 


that ſkirted the river, to inhale the refreſhing air 
and congratulated himſelf upon his recovery, his 
eyes were ſuddenly dazzled with the apparition 
of a female, ſo raviſhingly beautiful, that he 
miſtook her for one of the Hour, thoſe immortal 
daughters of delight, with whom the faithful 
Moſlems ſolace themſelves in Paradiſe. Her eyes 


were black, large, and comely, like thoſe of the 
wanton heifer that crops the yellow flowers in the * 


enamelled meadows of Yerat : her cheeks glowed 
with the crimfon dye of youth, more gorgeous 


than the full-blown roſe that perfumes the gar- 


dens of Damaſcus : her teeth were white, and po- 


liſhed as the ſceptre of the khaliph, and regularly 


ſet, like the rows of cypreſs that ſhade the bazars 


of Diarbeckr ; her raven trefſes, thatflowed adown 
her ſhoulders, were interwoven with ſprigs of dia- 


_monds, which ſparkled like the ſtars of heaven 
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through the ſable curtain of the night: her nec 


was ſnowy as the flour of Ophra, elegantly tarned, 


ſmooth, and gloſly, like, the ſwans that ride upon 
the waters of Diglut “: her breaſts were ſeen to riſe 
through a tranſparent veil, like two marble cupo- 
las in the ſtately moſque of Bir. In a word, her 
form was exquiſite, and her ſplendid apparel ſo 
contrived as to exhibit every-charm to the greateſt 
advantage. She turned her eyes upon Ouran, 
and her look was accompanied with ſach a ſmile 
as captivated the ſenſe, and kindled in his heart 
a tranſport of deſire. When ſhe retired, he fol- 
lowed her ſteps to the purlieus of her habitation, 


which might be juſtly termed the Bower of Bliſs, | 


ſo laviſhly was it adorned with all the beauties of 
nature and of art. Here. was he checked by re- 
verenũial awe, affraid of intruding upon the pri- 
vacy of ſome voluptuous genie, who he ſuppoſed 


had fixed heg reſidence in this enchanting ſpot. 


While he ſtood heſitating between love and appre- 
henſion, he was joined by an impetuous youth, 
with ruddy looks and grey eyes, that glanced, like 
the pearls of Baſrah : his noſe was aquiline, and | 


his complexion ſo florid, - that his blood ſeemed N 


ready to burſt the veſſels in which it was contained. 
His breath was more ſcorching than the blaſt cal- 
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led famiel, that ſmites the traveller even to the 


marrow. ; and his ſkin felt like the touch of the 
angel of fire: his robe was ſtained with che juice 


of the grape, forbid to the followers of the pro- 
| Phet; 
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| - phet: he ſmelled like the rams of Khurdiſtan; 

3 and brandiſhed a dagger, that glittered like the 

| ſam ſamah of the invincible KAR oN AL Rachid. 
He approached Ou An without ſpeaking, and, 
ſeizing his hand, conveyed him with the ſwiftneſs 
of lightning to the bower of the beautiful un- 
known. There he met with ſuch reception as 
ſuited his moſt ſanguine with ; the enchantreſs ; 
flew to his embrace, and he took full poſſeſſion of 
her charms ; ſo that for ſome time his ſenſes were 

1 drowned in exſtaſy. But, alas! this tranſport 

73 was of ſhort duration: next morning, waking 
from his trance, he found himſelf ſtretched a- 
mong ſtraw in a wretched ſolitary hut, abandon- 
ed by his inamorata, and robbed of all his pearls. 
He ſtarted up with horror, and ruſhing into the 
open air, perceived that all the gaiety of the land- 
ſchape was vaniſhed. Caſting his eyes around, 
he beheld nothing but a dreary waſte of brakes 
and bogs, roughened with ſome rugged rocks, 
among which he ſaw ſome half-ſtarved goats and 
monkies, the emblems of lewdneſs and obſcenity. 
At length, in a dark corner of the cottage, he diſ- 

covered an old hag, lying extended on a mat, and 

groaning with all the agony of diſtemper. He 
approached this miſerable object, nome 8 
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trils; but ſhe was incapable of conveying the ey 4 
verbal information. There was hardly any ve. 
tige of her noſe remaining : her teeth, her pate 52 
and her throat, were half conſumed with putrefy-- : 

ing ſores, What he could not learn from her 


RE B4 tongue, 


[8] os 
tongue, he gueſſed from her condition. Dread 
and abhorrence winged his flight from this infec- 

tious ſcene. Smiting his breaſt in a tranſport of 
conſternation and remorſe, ©* O Allah! (cried he) 
zs this the fruit of that wirtuous education which I 
imbibed at Bir, under the wings of my indulgent 
parents? Are theſe the effects of the ſage precepts, 
inculcated on my tender mind, ' by the wenerable 
ABULFAID, whoſe wiſdom diffuſed a grateful odour, 
lite the gums and ſpices of Yeman ? Wretched Ou- 
RAH ! how hae thy folly and miſcondudt diſgraced thy 
family, and brought thee to ſhame and perdition ? Tho 
haſt obeyed the impulſe of the moſt brutal and dangerous 
Paffrons ! Thou haſt *ruſhed into the arms of vice, and 

held guilty dalliance with infamy and diſeaſe! Thow 
art ſtripped of all thy wvealth, derived from inheritance 
and induſtry: thy morals are corrupted, and in thy 
His are ſoaun the ſeeds of pain and putrefattion ! Die, 
miſerable Owran! for thou art unworthy to live, 
or be numbered among the followers of the prophet.” 
So ſaying, he pulled from his girdle a poignard, | 
which his evil fortune had fpared, and calling | 
upon the angel of the dead, would have buried it | 
in his own boſom, had not his hand-been ſudden- 
ly arreſted. Thus reſtrained, he turned about, 

and he found himſelf with-held by an aged der- 
viſe, whoſe appearance inſpired him with reve- 3 
rence and awe. His eyes were bright and pierc- |; 
ing, like thoſe of the eagles of Irat; but his 
looks were mild and benign : every feature | 
broathed ſenſibility; and the diſpoſition of the 1 
whole formed an amiable aſpect of ſweetneſs and 1 

compoſure; - | 
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1 [9] 
compoſure. Age had robbed his forehead of its 
honours ; but his white -beard deſcended to his, 
middle. He was cloathed in a fimple garment of 
camel's hair; his feet were defended by ſandals of 
packthread ; and in his hand he held a rofary, 
accordin 8 to the n. of the Moſlem devotees. 


Having recited theancthegmof Aran Aa | 
God is good, . Hold, my ſom, (ſaid he) nor meanly; 
give away to the frantic diftates of deſpair * remember. 
wwhat thou weft to thr/elf, thy family, thy country. . 
end thy religion. Conſider the life which thou art raſh- 


by going to throw away, is not at thy diſpoſal > it is a 2 


Sacred truſt, for which thou art accountable to the great 
giver. He it is that placed thee in this ſublunary flats | 
F probation, to fulfil the wiſe purpoſes of providence 3. 

and ſhalt thou revolt againſt his decrees, and, like a, 
coward or a traitor, abandon thy poſt withont permiſ- 
fon! Wilt thou ruſh precipitately into the preſence of 
the offended Allah ? Wilt thou preſume to mingle with 

the pure ſpirits of the faithful, ſtained as thou #uſt be 


avith the dreadful guilt of ſuicide ? Thy country demands A 


that life which thou haſt no right to take awvay. Te 
avithdrawing thy/elf from the land of the living, thou 
robbeſt thy prince of a ſubject; thou robbeſt the communi- 
ty of thoſe talents which were beſtotued upon thee for the 
uſe and benefit of thy fellow-citizens 3 and thou intaile/t 
diſgrace upon the family which gave thee being. Wile 
theu then plunge into eternity, with fuch complicated 
horrors on thy head? Ab! no. Let it not be ſaid, 
that the ſeed of a believing Mufſulman, trained up in 
the true faith of the ever-blefſed prophet, and admitted 
| B 5 gs 75 


[10] 
10 if the ſacred thriſhild of the Caabah, ſhould bring 
Forth ſuch bitter fruit of wickedneſs and woe.” Every 
word which the ſenior ſpoke, ſeemed to penetrate. 
to the heart of Oran: the poignard dropped from 
his hand; the agitation of his mind ſubſided; his- 
looks ſoftened into the expreſſion of penetential 
ſorrow; and his cheeks were bedewed with the 
tears of contrition. He fell on his knees before 
the reverend derviſe, and graſping his hand, Fa- 
tber, (cried he) I /ubmit to the irreſiſtable force of your 
reafon. You have taught me to acquieſce in the diſpen- 
Jations of providence : pity an hapleſs young man, fur 
removed from the advice and afſiſtance of his friends, 
miſked by the paſſions of youth, perſecuted by misfortune, 
and betrayed by iniquity, You have ſaved me from the 
commiſſion of a crime, the remembrance of which fills 
me with horror, Extend your charity ftill farther, 
and aid me with your ſalutary counſel, more” precious 
than the fragrant gums of Hayaman ; counſel Nun 
From the ſacred ſprings of ndy and experience.” After 
this preamble he recounted the diſaſters which had 
befallen him, and deſcribed the ſnares into which 
he had fallen. The derviſe having liſtened to his 
tale with the moſt humane complacency, under- 
took the office of comforter, bade him be of good 
cheer, and thank heaven for the dangers he had 
eſcaped. He obſerved, that. adverfity was the 
moſt uſeful ſchool of life : he demonſtrated the in- 
ſignificance and fugitive nature of wealth : he re- 
minded him of his youth, vigour, and qualifica- 
tions, and unfolded a variety of fair proſpects for 


the exertion of his induſtry and perſeverance: he } | 
promiſed | 


| 11 ] 
' promiſed to ſecure his conſtitution, by means of 
an antidote, the juice of a certain herb which 
-grows upon the mountains of Kurds, lately diſco- 
vered by the khaliph's phyſician GazrieL, the 
ſon of BacaT15ov, an heretic of the ſuperſtition 
of the Jeſides: finally, he invited him to his her- 
mitage in the neighbourhood, whither he was ac- 
companied by the grateful OuRARH. | 


Every word that flowed from the mouth of the 
derviſe was pointed with wiſdom, or ſmoothed 
with humanity. His converſation ſtole impercep- 
tibly into the heart of Ou an, and his demeanour 
inſpired him with reverence and affection. He 
was commodiouſly lodged in the hermitage, and 
treated with parental care, undebauched by viti- 
ous tenderneſs; for he found himſelf reſtricted to 
the food of temperance and frugality, while his 
hoſt adminiſtered to him the promiſed antidote, 
which in a little time deflroyed the ſeeds of that 
poiſon which had begun to germinate in his con- 
ſtitution, It was a much more difficult taſk to pu- 
rily his mind, and eradicate thoſe bad habits 
which youth and paſſion had engendered : this, 
however, the derviſe did not decline, as he per- 
ceived in his pupil a remarkable ſenſibility f 
heart, together with an uncommon acuteneſs and 1 
ductility of underſtanding. His vanity and pride 
were already mortified by the diſaſters he had un- 
dergone: but that mortification was the effect of 
diſappointment; and thoſe paſſions would, in all 


aaa ds havg revived in proportion as the 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe of calamity abated, if the derviſe had not 
taken a more effeual method to ſubdue them, 
with the arms of reaſon and philoſophy. He 
made a fair eſtimate of all the young man's ac- 
- compliſhments ; ballanced them with his defects, 
and ſhewed how the latter fcale preponderated. 
He proved, that, in point of perſonal qualifica- 


tion, he was equalled, if not excelled, by many 
of his cotemporaries : that he was rivalled in 


beauty by the phyſician GaBRIEL, the ſon of 


Bax HTIsou: that he could not throw the javelin 
like Musa Ez Isa, the prefe& of Egypt; nor 


manage the ſteed like Mos LEA EN YanyYa, 
who had been trained up with the khaliph; nor 


run the tilt; like AuR U EBN Manran, who 
won the prize in the famous tournament held at 
Gezirah, built on an iſland of Diglut. He obſerv- 


ed, that Omran could not be more loyal than 


Yanva EBN Knalid EBN BARAMAck; nor 


more liberal than his ſon Jaaras, the firſt fa- 
vourite of the empire, on whom the khaliph be- 
ſtowed his own fiſter in marriage; nor more 


brave than this favourite's brother, Fapi, who 
extinguiſhed the rebellion of Yauya Epx ABpal- 
LaH. Such were the qualities of the celebrated 


houſe of Baramaꝶk. He convinced him, that, in 


point of genius and knowledge, he could not be 


compared to many of the khaliph's ſlaves : that 
in poetry he was infinitely ſurpaſſed by ABounao- 
vas, who compoſed the famous ſtanza upon the 
verſe ſent by one of the queen's damſels to 


HaROUN al Rac : that in piety he fell far 
ſhort 


[13] 
ſhort of EBN Ap REM, who ina viſion, ſaw the 
angel writing his name among thoſe who ſincere- 
y loved their Creator : that in medicine he was 
ignorant, in compariſon of the chriſtian GaBRIEL 
and the Indian MAanGHEH ; which laſt was faid to 
have the hand of Moss and the breath of Ms 
SIAH ; that in metaphyſicks he was eclipſed by 
Azous aD AsMar, who wrote the famous treatiſe 
on the ſublime doctrines of the ſoul, intituled, 
. Fahouat-u al naderat ; and that he was a child i in 
philoſophy and juriſprudence, when compared to 
MoxaBEEk and BAHALOuT. Finally, he remind- 
ed our youth of the diſtreſsful circumſtances to 
which he was reduced by the loſs of his turban, 
and the treachery of her with whom he had held 
vicious dalliance. By theſe and other ſuch wiſe 
remonſtrances, the diſpoſition of Oux AR was in- 
tirely changed. He began to look upon himſelf 
with that contempt and diffidence, which lay the 
foundations of wiſdom. His heart, which pride 
had hardened, was now melted by humanity, and 
overflowed with all the tenderneſs of benevolence; 
all the vain projects of early youth vaniſhed, 
like the phantoms of a rning dream: he ob- 
tained an abſolute victory over his moſt unruly paſ- 
fions ; and now retained no ambition but that of 
diſtinguiſhing himſelf among his fellow-creatures, 
by his ſuperior fagacity and virtue. In theſe ſenti- 
ments, he liſtened with the moſt eager attention 
to the inſtructions of the derviſe, who was not 
only conſummate maſter of all the philoſophy and 
Os of the Eaſt ; but likewiſe ſkilled in the 
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policy of nations, the cuſtoms and manners of 
mankind; and intimately acquainted with all the 
ſprings that move the human mind. His know- 


ledge was ſo univerſal, and his virtue ſo ſublime, 
that Omran believed him a ſupernatural being, 
and could hardly refrain from worſhip and adora- 
tion. He did not fail, however, to make advan - 
tage of the precious moments which this opportu- 
nity offered. He carefully treaſured up the leſ- 
ſons of his tutor, and, in one annual revolution of 
the ſun, his mind was ſo well ſtored with wiſdom 
and erudition, that the derviſe pronounced him 
qualified as a profeſſor in the famous college at 
Madraſah al Moftan Seriah, which the khaliph 
had lately eſtabliſned in the city of Baghdad. Ne- 
vertheleſs, he was not yet ſatisfied with the pro- 
ficiency he had made, and reſolved to paſs another 


year in the proſecution of his ſtudies, within the 


boſom of this charming retreat, when his reſolu- 
tion was fruſtrated by an unexpected event. From 
the aga of the caravan of Bir, which paſſed near 
the ſkirts of the hermitage, he learned that the 
venerable ABuLFarD had paid his debt to nature; 
and that his mother, the virtuous Kapisna, 
mourned, without ceaſing, the death of her huſ- 
band, and the abſence of her ſon, of whom ſhe 
had heard no tidings ſince his departure. 


Ouran's filial tenderneſs was waked by this 
intelligence, Having payed the tribute of tears 
to the memory of his father, he conſulted the 
derviſe with reſpect to his future conduct, and 

| was 


[15] 
was exorted to return to Bir, and ſettle the affairs 
of his family. Being enriched with other ſalutary 
advice, he took leave of his kind preceptor ; 
joined the caravan, arrived at Bir, comforted 
his mother, and found himſelf heir to a conſider- 
able fortune. Mindful of the derviſe's injuncti- 
ons, he converted his eſtate into jewels, and ſet 
5 out the neareſt road for Baghdad, determined to 
f devote his talents to the ſervice of his country. 
He again departed with the caravan for Mouſſul, 
Which was chiefly loaded with dyed goat-ſkins, 
linnen, and cotton; and on the plains of Orfa 
had an opportunity of ſignalizing his valour, in 
an engagement with a body of Curdes and Tartars, 
who attacked the eſcorte, and were routed after 
a ſevere action, in which .Omran flew with his 
cov n hand one of the fierceſt ſchecks of the enemy. 
They paſſed over the verdant hills of Hejaſor, co- 
yered with ſheep, and through the vales of Mur 
din, ſhaded with the date, the fig, and the pomegra- 
nate: then making a circuit round the mountains 
of Balad, they viſited the antient city of N bin, 
watered by the delightful ſtream of Hermas. Hav- 
ing croſſed the ſtately bridge of N;/bin, they for 
five days travelled through the parched and deſert 
country of Sinjar, before they reached the ſpaci- 
ous city of Mouſſul, ſeated on the pleaſant banks 
of the Diglut. 


Even the delicious melons which this territory 
affords, and the curioſities with which the place 
abounds, could not, in the opinion of Oux an, 
make atonement for the exceſſive heat that reigns 

here 


[ 16 ] 

here in the ſummer: he therefore quitted it with 
the firſt opportunity, and, proſecuting his jour- 
ney by the way of Kartal, arrived in ſafety at the 
imperial city of Baghdad, the centre of terreſtrial 
paradiſe, and the pearl of human greatneſs, 


It was in the night al Kadr, . denominated of 
divine decree, in the month kamadan, that Ou- 
RAH entered the weſtern city, called Ka/r, and 


was ſtruck dumb with aftoniſhment and admira- 
tion at ſight of the Dar al.Kalife, or palace of 


the immortal Haroun AL Racnip, who ſat in- 
throned, above the princes of the nations, in a 
blaze of ſplendour that dazzled the eyes, and 
confounded the pride, of all beholders, 


| Ouran proftrated himſelf in a tranſport of 


wonder and delight, and found himſelf irreſiſti: 


bly attracted by an eager deſire to be received 
among the ſervants of the invincible Kkhaliph. 
He ſpent the firſt days after his arrival in ſurvey- 
ing the moſques, the bazars, the palaces, gar- 
dens, and canals of this magnificent city: then 
he conſulted the khaliph's jeweller, to whom he 
had been recommended by one of his kinſmen at 
Bir. This perſon, whoſe name was ALI EBN 
'AzRan, conducted hiin to a field on the farther 
fide of the Diglut; where he perceived, on the 
ſummit of a very high mountain, ſeemingly in- 
acceſſible, a temple that ſhewn like adamant. 
« Behold, ſaid AL, the hill of Akaba, and caſtle of 
PikinSior „ hich every man muſt reach aye he 
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t 71 
ean obtain the favour of the khaliph. T, he attempt is 
attended with imminent danger; and incredible labour, 


as well as ſill, muſt be exerted by him who climbs the 


precipice, treads the burning ſands, paſſes through” the 
almoſt impenetrable brake, and diſcomfits the formidabh 


guards that hover about the ſkirts of the fortreſs.” 


The peril and difficulties annexed to this enter- 
prize, ſerved only to inflame the ambition of OM- 
RAH, Who would have begun the aſcent without 


heſitation, had not he been aſſured by AL1, that 
each adventurer was permitted to chuſe two guides 


from a multitude of perſonages, who conſtantly 
plied at the foot of the hill, on purpoſe to beem= 
ployed. Of theſe he ſelected the firft that engaged 
his attention. This was a florid youth, with an 
inſinuating look and ever-dimpling ſmile, that 
played ugon his viſage like the circling eddies that 
fportive whirl upon the tranſparent ſtream of Be- 
likah, He was tall, firaight, and vigorous z 
ſtrong as the camel of Haleb, and nimble as al Jer. 
tua of the deſert. His robe was covered with the 
moſt luxuriant deſigns of embroidery : in his left 
hand he held a vial, caſed in filigrane of gold; 
and in his right a picture of the caſtle, drawn with 
ſuch exquiſite art as to faſcinate the eyes of the 
ſpectator. This he no ſooner preſented to the 
view of Ouran, than our youth was ſeized with 
an extaſy of impatience to atchieve the adventure: 
for the painter had not only repreſented all the 
beauties and elegancies of the temple with the moſt 
flattering exaggeration, but alſo exhibited Hazr- 
5225 MA, 
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MA, the khaliph's 3 ſittidg on a throno 
before the portal, diſtributing, with a liberal hand, 
preferment, honours, and rewards, to the happy 
few who reached the area of the caſtle. The o- 
ther guide, whom Oux aA choſe, formed a re- 
markable contraſt with the former. He ſeemed 
to be turned of fifty, thick, ſquat, and broad- 


ſhouldered, cloathed in a plain garment, girded 


about his loins with the ropes called yes, uſed by 
the porters of Baghdad. His features were con- 
tracted, not ſo much by age as by a continued 
ſeverity of attention; and his eyes gleamed from 
under his wrinkled forehead, like two unpoliſhed 
carbuncles ſhining through the rugged cliffs of 
Araban. He examined our youth with the moſt 
minute and curious ſuryey : then buckled on his 
head a helmet of cork; and taking in his hand a 
long pole, with an iron hook at one end, walked 
with a firm and deliberate pace behind Omran, 
who eagerly followed the footſteps of his youthful 
conductor. He was already almoft fainting wit 
fatigue when he had ſurmounted one precipice, 
and faw another above him much more high, and 
almoſt perpendicular, His heart began to fail at 
this proſpect, when the junior held up the picture 
before his eyes, and at the fame time preſented 
the vial; exhorting him to ſwallow a mouthful of 
that incomparable cordial. He complied with 
this advice, and found it more delicious than the 
ſherbat of Ophrah, * compounded for the haram of 
the khaliph. His ſpirits were not only inſtanta- 


neouſly refreſhed, but his heart was inſpired with 
ſuch 
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[19] 
ſach confidence as he had never felt before, and 
his looks were lighted up with a tranſport of cou- 
rage and ambition. The triumvirate now ſtood 
upon the projection of a rock about ſix feet ſquare ; 
and the younger of his guides, having pocketed 
his picture and vial, began to climb the ſteep rock, 


which in ſome meaſure overhung this reſting- place. 


He had already fixed his right hand on the brink 
of the ſummit, when the ſenior ſuddenly ſeizing 
Ouran, threw him flat upon the ground in an 
inſtant, and, extending himſelf upon his body, 
preſſed him to the rock with irrefiſtible force. 


Our adventurer had not time to expoſtulate on 
this ſeeming outrage. The firſt obje& he per- 
ceived was his youthful conductor tumbling down 
from the ſummit, in ſuch a direction, that, if the 
ſenior had not committed this violence, he muſt 
have ſtruck him in his fall, and daſhed him in 
pieces among the rocks which they had already 


aſcended, 


The part of the ſummit on which the 2nids dad CE 
laid hold was a looſe fragment, that ſeparated _ 


ſrom the rock, and pitched upon the helmet of 


the elder guide, from whence it rebounded harm 
leſs, and fell at a conſiderable 3 nent the 
woot of the + 


_ Omran, in the midſt of his acknowledgments 


to his ſage preſerver, could not help lamenting 
the loſs of his other attendant, when the old man 


bade him caſt his eyes below, Where he ſaw him 
| 3 : 


1251 
limping off the field, in all appearance very ſietle 
damaged by his fall, though he did not attempt 


to reaſcend the rock to the allftatice of his pupil. 


The remaining guide, Shaving: obſerved the pro- 
pipice above with great attention, unbound his 
ypes; one end of which he tied round the middle 
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j | if 5 of Ouran, keeping the other faſt about his own 
bdody: then fixing the hook of his pole upon the 
Wi + trunk of a wild aſh which grew from a cleft in the 
W i: I rock, he drew himſelf up, and afterwards, by 
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means of the rope, dragged Oux an into the ſame 
hollow. This operation being repeated, they 
both reached the ſummit i in ſaſety; and our ad- 
venturer looked back upon the dangers he had 

undergone with a mingled tranſport of joy and 
horror. Nor was the proſpect before him much 
more comfortable. He found himſelf obliged to 
paſs over a long tract of looſe burning ſand, like 

that of the deſert of Bartba; at the farther end 
of which he perceived a thick and ſeemingly im- 
paſſable brake of thorns, briars, and brambles; 
wbdiut he faw neither grove nor caravanſera for re- 
1 if REY 9 freſhment or repoſe, nor the leaſt fign of water to 
1 queneh his thirſt, which was already become al- 
moſt intolerable. He would now have deſiſted 
from his purſuit; but there was an impoffibility 

$ of retreating, and his guide told him, that his 
- ſafety and ſacceſs depended intirely upon his per- 
ſeverance. He reſolved, therefore, to redouble 

alt his efforts 3 and his companion accommodating | 
kin with an occaſional umbrello, made of the 
| palmetto- 
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palmetto- leaf, fixed to the end of his pole, he EE 


proceeded through the blaſted plain with aſtoniſh= 

ing vigour : but when, at length, he approached 
the brake, weary, faint, and exhauſted ; when 
he ſaw how thick the thorns were ſet, and how 
the briars and brambles were entangled together; 
when he viewed the numerous and dreadful adver- 
faries whom he had to encounter, on the ſpace 
between this boundary and the draw-bridge ; he 
was abandoned by his conſtancy and courage: his: 


Heart died within him; and he declared he would: 


lie down and periſh among the ſcorching ſandy 
rather than encounter ' ſuch inſurmountable toils,, 
or engage with ſuch an hoſt of terrors. His at- 
tendant, ſeeing him overwhelmed with deſpair, ;. 


ſought not to animate him to new endeayours. | 


His province was not to ſtimulate and encourage; 


but to foreſee danger, and prevent accident. He 


lifted the youth upon his back, with as much eaſe 5 


as if he had been a child new- born; and carrying 5 3 
him to the left, about the length of one paraſangs - 
arrived at the brink of a rapid ſtream, which OW? 


RAH beheld with a tranſport of joy; but this was 


inſtantly damped, when he heard his conductor 5 3 : 
exclaim, .** Theſe be the waters of diſappointment, ' tos bp 


bitter to regale thy palate ; though, perhaps, they max 
ſerve to extinguiſh thy. ambition.” So ſaying, he 


claſped the youth in his arms, and plunged into the, ' 


torrent, which was equally deep and impetuous. 


The force with which Ouran was precipitated. | 


from the bank of the river, ſunk them both tor 


the 


22-7 . 
the bottom, where the ſenior diſappeared, after 
having, by a kind of magical conveyance, fixed 
the helmet of cork upon the head of his pupil. | 
'Thus buoyed, the youth ſoon roſe to the ſurface, 
when he found himſelf daſh'd to and fro among 
various rocks and contending currents; and in 
ſpite of all his endeavours to the contrary, was 
obliged to ſwallow large draughts of the water, 
which was ten times more unpalatable than the 
aſhes of the Kali, or the ſalt of Ammon, cryſtalized 
from the urine of Hegen among the ſcorching ſand 
of the deſart. All his efforts to reach the ſhore 
would have been ineffectual, had not he been ac- 
commodated with the helmet, which not only 
defended his head from violence, but rendered 
his body ſpecifically lighter than the fluid in which 
he floated. When his ſtrength failed, he recom- 
mended his ſoul to Allah and the prophet, and 
reſigned himſelf to the violence of the ſtream, 
which tilting him over a ſteep caſcade, loſt all its 
fury in a ſpreading pool below. Here he recol- 
lected his thoughts, and by a ſmall exertion of 
his ſtrength and ſkill in ſwimming, arrived at the 
dry land. Nevertheleſs, he was ſo much exhauſt- 
ed by the fatigue and terror he had undergone, 
that he ſwooned upon the bank; and when he 
recovered the uſe of his ſenſes, found himſelf in 
a very dangerous ſituation. He was ſurrounded 
by a body of armed Curdes on horſeback. A 
lance was held to his throat by a female warrior, 
who ſtood over him in the attitude of ſtriking, 
Og in her left hand his ſcarf and ſcymetar, 

"ou 


231 | 
which ſhe had unbound from his ſide; and one of 
ker attendants had taken poſſeſſion of his helmet. 
When he looked up and ſaw this amazon, he 
thought it was a viſion of the brain, with which 
he reſolved to regale his fancy. On the crown of 
her head aroſe the Botta, adorned with jewels like 
the tiara of Irak; and her long black hair tied 
together with a ſilken fillet, lowed down in na- 
natural ringlets to the middle of her back, float- 
ing and fluctuating on the wanton wind. Her 
ſhoulder was graced with an emboſſed quiver, 
plentifully ſupplied with arrows; and on the ſame 
ſide was flung a bow tipped, with ivory, and 
ſtudded with precious ſtones. Her upper garment 
was faced with ermin, wide, ſhort and open, 
diſplaying the under ſtole of rich Perſan, bound 
about her middle with a ſcarf of Damaſcus, but 
parting at the knee fo as to diſcloſe her delicate 
limbs caſed in embroidered buſkins. Her face 
was beautiful as the idea that true Moſlems have 
of the Carubun and Sajedun, angels that adore 
the moſt High in the ſeventh heaven; and her 
eyes lightened like the precious ſtone of Ha/ala, 
which the prophet ſaw in the viſion al Borat. 
Though her poſture was menacing, her looks 
were benign; and through the reſentment that 
glowed on her viſage, there ſhone ſuch an eman- 
ation of ſoftneſs and complacency, that the firſt. 
emotion of OMr Au was not fear, but admiration 
and love. Hapleſs wretch ! (cried ſhe in a tone 
ſweet as the murmurs of al Cawthur, the fountains. 
that warble as they flow from under the tree Sed- 
; rut) 
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tu? . 
rut) . recommend thyſelf to the Faithful of God, the ans 
gel death that prefides over ſeventy thouſand; who 
z?5 now ready to blot thy dereſted name from the book of 


 life.—Thou haſt ſlain the.young prince of the Curdes, 
any betrothed lord; theſe be the trophies of thy cruel 


victory. This ſcarf I wove with my own fingers, 
Fitting in my bower, by one of the ſprings of Amada 
on the mountain.” *©* Fairprinceſs, (replied the youth) 
cruelty and injuſtice cannot lurk under ſuch an aſpect of 
zunocence and humanity. My heart is more endangered 
by the ſhafts of your beauty, than by the point of your 
lance. The ſearf you have recognized was fairly won 


ir battle, From a perſon oho attacked me without pro- 


wocation. Nevertheleſs, if it has been my misfortune 
wnwillingly to incur the diſpleaſure of ſuch perfection, 
execule your threats — vill gladly die by your avenging, 
Band; bur I cannot live the objeck of your reſentment.” . 


At theſe words her cheeks were overſpread with 

a deep ſuffuſion ; ſhe withdrew herlance, ſaying: 
& 7 will not flain myſelf with thy bleed ; thou ſhalt be 
refered for the juſtice of my ſovereign, whoſe camp is 
pitched in the receſs of a deep valley to the northward 
of yonder ſhaggy mountain.” He was accordingly 
fettered by her retinue, and mounted behind one. 
of the horſemen, with whom. ſhe forthwith ſet 
out on her return from the excurſion ſhe had made. 
They were benighted in a thick wood, where 
they pitched occaſional tents, in one of which 
Omnran was ſecured under a ſtrong guard. At 
midnight, while he ruminated on his hard fate,, 


his lovely enſlaver, on a ſudden, ſtood before, 
him, 
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him, her eyes ſtreaming with tears. Stranger, 
(cried ſhe) this is no time for difembling; thou aft 
made. an impreſſicn on my heart. Far from dragging 


' thee before the feotflool of Augu, abe would devote 
thee to inflant death for the murder of his fon, I awill” © 


inſtantly ſet thee free, and am almoſt tempied to follows 
thy fertune. Here take thy /cymetar, and wear the 


Searf for my ſake ! thou art more worthy than its for- 


mer poſſefſor, the moſt brutal of all the Schcicks in Cur- 
diſtan. Tao horſemen, whom I have ſelected for the 


pur poſe, wait without to conduct thee beyond the fartheſt 


extents of our hoſtile inroads upon Yaman. Ariſe with- 
out delay, and profit by this precious opportunity; which, 
if once loſt, will never be retrieved.” Own an's 
whole ſoul was diſſolved in tenderneſs by this un- 

expected addreſs. He proſtrated himſelf before 
her and declared in the moſt paſſionate ſtrain, that 


he would have more joy in dying at her feet, than | 
in taſting the greateſt favours that fortune could 
beſtow without her preſence and participation. 


% You muff not die (ſhe haſtily exclaimed:) /uch as 
event ewould prove fatal to her whom you pretend 76 
love. Know, that although I live among theſe bar- 
barous tribes, I am not by birth a Curde : recommind 
me to thy prophet, aubom I alſo adore; axoay and re- 
member the unfortunate FaTima.” So ſaying the 
made a ſignal, in conſequence of which the to 
horſemen entered the tent, ſeized our youth by 
the arms, and conveying him to'the door, ' lifted 
him upon a beautiful ſteed gayly capariſoned; 
They mounted their horſes at the ſame time,” aud 
one of them taking hold of the reins of his bridle, 


3 they 
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oy [ 26 ] 
they proceeded in ſilence, the heart of Ouran 
being overwhelmed with grief, anxiety, and con- 


fuſion. After having traverſed ſeveral thickets, 
marſhes and mountains, they found themſelves in 
the morning on the ſkirts of an extenſive plain; 


. when one of the two conductors quitting the bridle 
of Oran's horſe, pointed with his finger to the 
Eaſt; and the youth cafting his eyes that way, 


diſcerned the towers and minorets of Baghdad: 
then the Curdes, laying the finger to the lip, as 
a ſignal to enjoin filence, turned about their hor- 
ſes, and rode-off at full ſpeed, leaving the ſon of 


_ABuLFarp to proſecute his reflections on the 


ſtrange vieiſſitudes of his fortune. It was not with- 
out the utmoſt perplexity that he revolved a varie- 
ty of thoughts, in which the amiable Farina 
Kill maintained the aſcendancy ſhe had ſo ſurpriz- 
ingly acquired. Her beauteous image was ſtill 
preſent- to his fancy, and her laſt words ſtill ſound- 
ed in his ears: Remember the unfortunate FaTiMa! 


Sometimes he was tempted to return and regale 


himſelf with another fight of her, though at the 
certain expence of his life. Sometimes he was 
fired with the hope of giving ſuch information te 
the khaliph, as would induce him to ſend a body 
of troops to intercept the Curdes in their retreat: 


the firſt upon recollection, appeared to be a ſcheme 
ſuggeſted by madneſs; the other he foreſaw would 


be impracticable. At length he reſolved to retire 
from the hurry of courts and cities, and eultivate 
the virtues of private life in ſome quiet retreat. 
The very ſpot over which he now 8 


15671] 


ed remarkably adapted by -nature for the ſcene of 
his retirement. It was a delightful plain, waved 
into a number of agreeable ſwells, tufted with 


groves, and watered with tranſparent ſtreamlets. 


- Beſides, it could not be far diſtant from the receſs 
" haunted by the Curdes, among whom his Fari- 
u reſided ; and he was flattered with the hope 

of one day reviewing the idol of his ſoul. Stimu- 

lated by theſe conſiderations, he withdrew his ef- 
fects from the hands of the jeweller, Ar EBN 


Azkan; agreed with the Emir of the province 
about the purchaſe of the land upon which he had 


pitched for a ſettlement; reared up an houſe with 
ſurpriſing expedition; ſtocked his ground with _  -} 


cattle of all forts ; bought a number of ſlaves, 
and parcelled out the ground into corn-fields, 
paſtures, and plantations. Providence. crowned 


his endeavours with ſucceſs. Yellow harveſts 
. waved on every fide ; his flocks and herds multi- 
plied with amazing increaſe : his gardens and 

orchards. glowed with the moſt delicious fruit; 

the citron, the melon, the pomegranate, the 


nectarine. His fleeces rivalled the fineſt wool of 


Curdiſtan; and, even before the firſt year of his 


ruſticity was elapſed, he ſent a confiderable quan- 


tity of raw filk-and camels hair to the Bazars of 
Baghdad. His extenſive economy required a | 
great many hands, and fed a conſiderable number 
of dependants : his herdſmen, peaſants, and 
faves partook and rejoiced in his good fortune, 
All his fellow-creatures were welcome to his ad- 


GY 


vice 


| [ 28 ] 
vice and aſſiſtance; and his hand was ever ready 
to relieve the neceſſitous. In a word, his name 


was diffuſed like a Sabzan odour, and every hill 
and valley reſounded with ftrains that were poured 
forth in praiſe of Ouran, whom they compared 
to the patriarch Al Ma'mur, father of the faith- 
ful. In the midſt of all theſe enjoyments, which 
muſt have been exquiſitely felt by a perſon of 
OuxAk's generous diſpoſition, he ſtill retained 
the idea of the fair Fa rIuA, though it no longer 
excited painful ſenſations, but rather a tender re- 
membrance, which he cheriſhed with a kind of 
melancholy ſelf-indulgence. Two years had hap- 
pily rolled over his head in this pacific ſtate of ru- 
ral ſequeſtration 3 ; when one evening ſtanding in 
his porch to enjoy the cooling breeze, he lifted 
up his eyes, and beheld his friend the Derviſe, 
advancing towards his habitation. He ran forth 
to meet his wprthy preceptor, and falling on his 
neck, wept aloud ina tranſport of joy. Then he 
led him by the hand into his Divan, and welcom- 
ed his arrival with ſuch overflowings of gratitude, 
as might be expected from the benevolent heart 
of Oux AH. When the ſage had refreſhed and re- 
poſed himſelf, his kind hoſt recounted all the par- 
ticulars of his fate ſince their laſt parting ; explain- 
ed the nature of his preſent fituation, and con- 
cluded by declaring himſelf the happieſt of men. 


The Derviſe attentively liſtened to his diſ- 
courſe; but did not ſeem to enter into his rap- 


tures. On he contrary aſſuming a ſeverity of 
| ” aſpect, 


[29] 
af pect, . Such (ſaid he) are the auctions allotted for 
' thoſe whom uature hath formed with moderate intelleckr. 
to move within the ſhade of life 3 but her extraordinary 
talents are beſtowed for other purpoſes of a higher order; 
to improve the neceſſary arts, deviſe laws, extend 
commerce, conduct armies, aſſiſt in moving the machine 
of government, and contrive patriot plans for the bene- 

fit of ſociety. Believe me, ſon, this retreat is crimi- 
nale providence hath deſigned you for the ſervice of the 
public. I bluſh to think you have been ſo eafily diſcou- 
raged from the honourable purſuit in which you evas 
ei gaged. You muſt forthwith quit this favourite pri- 
vacy, and relinquiſh theſe pleaſures, which ſerve only 
to enerwate the faculties of the ſoul. To-morrow I will 
lad yon back to the hill of Akaba, which you ſhall 

aſcend by an avenue oppoſite to that which you have 
attempied in vain; and before wwe part you ſhall be 
applied with ſuch armour as will enſure ſucceſs.” Theſe 
words ated like a charm upon the heart of Ou- 
K An, in which all the ideas of ambition revived. 
He defired he might be led forthwith to the trial ; 
and the Derviſe, unwilling to baulk his inclina- 
tion, ſet out with him upon his journey by moon- 
light. The ſun had not yet gilded the hemi- 
ſphere, when they arrived at the foot of the monn- 
tain. The aſcent, though ſteep, was not of it- 
felf very dangerous : the caſtle appeared diſtinct 
to the eye; and a great number of individuals 
were ſeen climbing towards it with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs and induftry; but every minute was 
fatal to one or other of theſe adventurers, who 
C 3 were 


* 


1 

were oppoſed and attacked by irregular bands of 
formidable ruffians, that overſpread the greater 
part of the hill from top to bottom; having no- 
thing elſe in view but the ruin of thoſe they en- 
countered. As often as their weapons took effect, 
the unhappy ſufferer loſt his footing, and rolled 
down with ineredible velocity into a dark and diſ- 
mal gulph below, in which they ſunk, never to- 
riſe again. In order to defend Oux AR from the 
aſſault of theſe hideous freebooters, the Derviſe 
caſed him in a coat of mail ſo exquiſitely: temper- 
ed, that neither lance nor arrow, ſcymetar nor 
mace, could make the leaſt impreſſion upon its 
ſurface. At the ſame time he armed him with a: 

two-edged ſword, ſo ſharp and ſhining,. that no- 
mortal ſubſtance could reſiſt its. edge, and no eye: 
endure its ſplendour. 


Thus armed, he embraced his eounſellor, and 
ſprang forwards with a look of confidenee and 
alaerity. The firſt inſult he received was from his 
former fellow-travellers,. the tall changeling and. 
his lame tutor, who now occupied the lower part: 
of the declivity. They exhibited no ſigns of re- 
cognition at ſight of their old acquaintance, but 
ran towards him with hoſtile intent. Fhe tutor 
ſtriking at him with his ſcymetar,.. miſſed his aim, 
and the weapon deſcended upon his own-. toe, 
which it ſevered from the joint; The junior bran- 
diſhed his pole to as little purpoſe; for it ſwung 
harmleſs over the head of Ouran, who neverthe- 
leſs found himſelf not a little diſconcerted by the 

_ found 
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ſound of the curſed rattle, which had once been to 
tim- ſo productive of. miſchief and misfortune. 
Having. ſafely paſſed theſe aſſociates, he was next 
encountered by. a figure of a hideous aſpect, mea- 
gre, wan, and yellow; with a ſquinting bloed- 
ſhot eye, and. deep indented frown, betokening 
a gloomy. mixture of doubt, anxiety, and rage 
but ill ſuppreſſedi- His left hand held a halter, 
and his: right was laid upon the pummel of his 
ſword, While he advanced in a menacing poſture, 
attended by an aſſaſſin with a:dagger and dark 
lanthorn, and a maniac in his paroxyſm of frenzy, 
clanking his chains;- and gnaſhing his teeth. 
Their appearance was very dreadful; but their 
threats they did- not endeavout to execute: the 
foremoſt of the three ſtopped ſhort'at a ſmall diſt- 
ance from Omrarr ;: and waving with his hand 
to reſtrain his followers, contented himſelf with 
eying the youth earneſtly as he paſſed. The third 
groupe was headed by an old hoary hag; naked 
to the middle: her ſkin was: tawny, looſe, and 
wrinkled : her- cheek-bones projected outwards, 
and helped to form an hollow pit for her eyes, 
which were ſcarce viſible ; her mouth extended 
from ear to-ear,. was furniſhed with teeth as ſharp 
as needles; and: theſe the always diſcloſed like a 
dog that ſnarls; Her ſcalding tears had fretted 
deep channels on her face, which was a lively ex- 
preſſion of rancour and anguiſh. Her bloated 
dugs, that hung down to her waiſt, were. ſore 
and cankered; yielding, inſtead of milk, a con- 
ſtant diſtillation of poiſon, which tortured: her ſo 

| C 4 ſeverely, 
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ſeverely, that ſte ſhrieked aloud at every drop that 
fell from the nipple. This was carefully collected 
by ſome of her attendants in two earthen cups, 
in which they dipped the arrows they ſhot at her 
command. In her hands ſhe held two living 


ſnakes, that twined around her arms, and ſeemed 


to exaſperate her torments with the moſt hideous 
hiſſing. Her troop conſiſted of a motley crew, as 
different in their garb as various in their occupati- 
ons, One tainted the air by diffuſing his en- 
venomed breath in whiſpers, ſhaking the head, 
ſhrugging the ſhoulders, pointing with the finger, 
and practiſing a thouſand antic geſticulations. 
Another with inflated cheeks and hoarſe diſcord- 


ant voice, poured forth a torrent of obloquy, 
and from a baſket flung before him, pelted our 


youth with balls of filth and ordure. A third 


ruſhed forward in the garb of a juggler, with a 


grinning maſk upon his face, an oftrich feather i in 
his right hand, and in his left a pair of aſſes ears, 
which he endeavoured to fix upon the head of Ou- 
nan. He ſeemed to have no language of his 
own ; but counterfeited a vaſt variety of ſounds, 
peculiar to different animats. He mewed like a 
cat, roared like a lyon, lowed like a camel, and 
howled like a dog: but he performed no part ſo 


naturally, as that of braying like an aſs. He 
laughed and whimpered, ſcolded and ſung, dan- 


ced like a marabout, and halted like a cripple. 


He practiſæd a thouſand ludicrous poſtures, and 


attempted to tickle the throat of Onan with his 
feather : 


[33] 
feather : but the youth, with his ſword in the 
ſcabbard, kept him ſtill at a diſtance. He had 
much more to apprehend from the archers of this 
| Infernal band, who ſtood behind their fellows, 
and plied him with their poiſoned arrows from 
every quarter. Nothing could have ſaved him 
from the points of theſe miſſiles, but the mail he 
had received from the Derviſe, in conſequence 
of which he perſevered in his aſcent. The laft 
antagoniſt, that took the field againſt him, ap- 


peared in the habit of an Inan, huge in ſtature, 
grave, fleck, and ſolemn; with a fixed, un- 


meaning eye; and an air of ſupercilious con- 


tempt. A large owl perched on each ſhoulder ; 


and he graſped with both hands a leaden mace, 
which he raiſed againſt our adventurer, while the 


two birds of Athens. flapped their wings, and 


ſcreeched with horrid utterance. OMRAH Was 
diſcompoſed at ſight of this. gigantic adverſary, 
ſtalking. towards him with uplifted arm, and de- 


liberated with himſelf whether he ſhould remain 
on the defenſive or prepare for battle. He had 
not yet determined; when his enemy directing a 
blow with all his force, the youth nimbly ſlipped 
aſide, and the momentum of the ſtroke brought 
the unwieldy. Iman to the ground. The hill be- 
ing ſteep in this place, he rolled down ten paces, 


until he was ſtopped by a kind of natural terrace; 


where he lay in a diſgraceful attitude, with his 
poſtetiors expoſed to the deriſion of all paſſengers, 
OuRAN had now paſſed unhurt through all hoſ- 

Cs; 45 tilities, 


„ - 


: 
f 


F 
[ 
| 


* r nnn . 
——  PEIEIET In 
— A — 


888 = * E. _ - * 

— A, . 
—— —  — . — 
R 


—— EINE 


I 


Glities;, and aſcended” to the fimmit of the bill... 


when he perceived the caſtle furrounded with a: 
wall of ice; the cold emana: ions of which began 
to pierce him to the marrow. Caſting his eyes 
around, he beheld the ground ſtrewed with the 
bodies of thoſe, who, after having ſurmounted | 
all the other dangers and diſfieulties of the hill, 
had been frozen by the influence of this icy. 
mound ;. and, in order to avoid the fame fate, he: 
haſted to his laſt reſource. He already began to 
feel his blood creeping ſſow; and his teeth chat · 
toted in his head, before he could unſheath the 
enchanted ſword of Merit; but, this no ſooner 
gleamed upon the battlements, than they melted 
like now beneath the noon-day ſun; and he en- 
tered in triumph through the breach it had made. 
Within the court he beheld Hazima on his 
throne; and the luſtre of the ſword having flaſh-- 
ed in the eyes of that: miniſter, he -beckonet* 
towards him with a gracious ſmile. . *© Sen (ſaid he) 
you have gloriouſſy paſſed” your probation ;- and mww it 
is my duty to reward your virtue. So ſaying, he 
feated him at his right hand: and the place of his. 
chief ſecretary being vacant,. he was forthwith : 
inveſted with that office. Next day, HaziMa: 
preſented him to the khaliph; and; in a few 
months, he infinuated himſelf into the favour of 
that mighty emperor. Fortune had now recom- 
penced him for all his ſufferings ;- but it was not: 
In her power to intoxicate his fancy, or in the 
leaſt impair the virtues of his heart; which ſeems 
ed to encreaſe in proportion to the means be had- 
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of exerciſing them. Wealth flowed in upon him 
from every quarter; and this he again diſcharged 
in a thouſand different channels, planned by his 
ſagacity, and filled by his benevolence. Paſſing 
one night through a Bazar, near the gate EI Maaz- 
an, he perceived a number of ſlaves, chained 
together, . ſtanding for ſale; and among the reſt, - 
a tall female, covered with a veil ; which he lift- 
ed up, in order to gratify his curioſity : - but, 
what were the emotions of his heart, when he 
beheld the features of his adorable Fatima! He 
was ſtruck dumb with a tranſport of joyful ſur- 
prize; while the ſame paſſions operated in her 
tender boſom with nearly the ſame effect. Have 
[then found thee (cried he) thou ingſtimable jewel of 
ny heart? now: ſhall my happineſs be pure without 
alloy. At this addreſs, her eyes lightened with 
pleaſure; while ſhe*® pronounced © theſe words: 
4% lah be praiſed, that ] once more behold thee unchang- 
ed in ſentiment and alfection . I have newer ſmiled fince 
our laſt parting ; but ſighed inceſſantly, and mage con- 
tinual exturfions in hopes of ſeeing thee again. Provi- 
dence has hlefſed my endeavours.” I and theſe my at- 
tendants were yeſterday ſurrounded and taken by a body 
of the khalif"s gingulile, ⁊ubo hawe brought us hither 
for ale and Allah, no doubt, fent thee hither for our 
relief. Owr an inftantly payed the purchaſe for 
Fatima and her companions ; and conducted 
them in perſon to his own houſe; where his miſ- 
treſs was treated with all the delicacy of the moſt 
reſpe&ful love. As their hearts were mutually 
warmed with the moſt tender affection, he 


murine 


\ ZIMA, who expreſſed a'defire of ſeeing this amia- | 
ble captive. The requeft was not altogether 


- - evith the cypher of her mother, the fair FADLROUAH! 
At this exclamation, Omran ood motionleſs, 


& 
ed to be joined to her by the ſolemn nuptial vow's 
and communicated his deſign to his patron H- 


ſuitable to the Moſlem cuſtoms ; nevertheleſs, it 
was nns by Omran, in conſideration of Ha- 


Z1MA's age and character. After ſupper, FaTt- 
Ma made her appearance; and the old treaſurer 
was confounded at her beauty. She was gorge- 


ouſly arrayed for the occaſion; and, among o- 
ther ornaments, wore on her right arm a remark- 
able bracelet, decked with the precious ſtones cal- 
led Turquoiſes, Hazima, having eyed this 


Jewel and the wearer by turns, with the moſt 
_ eager attention, ſuddenly ſtarted up, the tears 


running over his ſnowy beard; and exclaimed in 
the utmoſt agitation, ** Holy prophet! Is mot this 
ABBASSAH, the darling child of my old age, who 
"was ſtolen by a party of Curdes. in her infancy, from 
my ſummer reſidence in the neighbourhood of Caruſara? 


Look, if that bracelet contains not a portion of hair, 
you 


fixed in amazement and expectation : : but FAri- 
Ma, fluſhed with ſtrong emotion, inſtantly un- 
bound the bracelet, and preſented it on her knee 
to the treaſurer; who, having recognized the 
cypher, claſped her in his arms, and cried, ** She 
15—/be is my long loft ABRAsSAH.” With the ſtreams 
that bedewed his face, ſhe mingled the tears of 
Joy and filial affection; even while her heart was 
ioo big for utterance. OwRan did not ſee this | 

ſcens 


| 1 
ſeene unmoved. His joy was daſhed with appre- 
henſion; and he kneeled in anxious ſuſpence be- 


fore the knees of HAZZIMA; who, now recollect- 


ing himſelf, took his daughter by the hand, and 
delivered it to her enraptured lover. He received 
her as the beſt gift of providence, and kiſſed in 
acknowledgment the hem of HAZ IMA's garment, 
The day was appointed for their ſpouſals, which 
were ſolemnized with great magnificence; and 
Ouran lived to be diſtinguiſhed by the epithet of 
the Happy Moſlem. | 
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HISTORY 
OF 


A INV DBE 4D 
The MzzxcnanT. 


INDBAD,. the fon of ALmamon, was 
born in Ormus, a city upon the gulph of 
Arabia, famous for its wealth and commerce. . 

From his father AL.manon- he inherited great: 
riches, . and nature had been as bountiful to him 
as fortune, by beſtowing upon him a healthy con- 


ſtitution, a graceful perſon, and a penetrating: 


underſtanding; By his induſtry he ſoon confider-- 

ably enereaſed his inheritance, and ſucceſsful love 

rendered his lot as happy as mortal man can pre- 
ſume to hope for. The youthful ZEN DERHO UD, 
whoſe beauty reſembled that of one of the Houris 
of Paradiſe, heard his amorous vows with 
pleaſure; and their mutual paſſion was crowned 
by an union, which ſeemed to promiſe a bliſs 
that could not end but with the. life of one or 


both. 


HIN D BAD had been educated in a ſtrict obſerv- 
ance of all the precepts of the alcoran, and in his 
early youth was inſtructed in the myſtayy of pre- 


1 
+ 


=, 5 


[39] 
deſtination by his father Al MAuox. But at 
length, intoxicated with his happineſs, he devi- 
ated from the faith of true believers, and adopted 
the impious doctrine of Xaca, who: denied the 
exiſtence of ſeperate ſpirits in a future ſtate His 
preſent happineſs appeared to him ſo great, that 
he could not believe that the joys of Paradiſe itſelf 
could equal it; and what he no longer deſired to 
be true, he was eaſily induced to believe falſe. 
Add to this,. that Wader of the Kkhoran pole 


immenſe ons: ; and 53 Rüber to 8 hes 
ſucceſs to his own abilities, than to look upon 
his wealth as a gift of the holy prophet; He 
conſtantly obſerved. a ſtrict integrity. in all his 
dealings, but he neglefted going to the moſques; 
or if he went thither, it was only to prevent cen- 
ſure: his heart did not join in the : prayers offered 
up by true believers, and he heard. the book of 
glory, which was-diQated to the holy prophot by 
an angel,. with a heart. untouched. 


Notwithſtanding = impiety, he lad for a 
long time in a ſtate of perfect happineſs, and 
ſhared. his proſperity. with Zenpernoup, the 
idol of his heart. This happineſs was, however, 
ſoon after diſturbed by a viſion, in which he be- 
held a venerable old man, who earneſtly exhorted 
him ta make a pilgrimage to Medina, and offer 
up his prayers at the tomb of the holy prophet; 
telling him at the ſame une. that if he * | 
to 
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met with a vaſt concourſe of people aſſembled be- 


[40] 
to obey that injunction, the vengeance of heaven 
would certainly overtake him. This admonition 
he at firſt neglected, and attributed to the preju- 
dices which he had imbibed in his. Infancy ; but 
the ſame advice being reiterated in three ſubſe- 
quent dreams, he at length began to heſitate, and 
his mind was filled with ſcruples. 


Coming a few days afterwards from a caravan- 
ſera, where he had treated with ſome Egyptian 
merchants concerning an affair in which they 
were all equally intereſted, he was ſeized with 


the utmoſt horror and ſurprize to find, upon his 


return liome, that his. houſe. was bel he 
ſearched for his dear ZEN DERHO UD, and nat 
being able to find her, after having enquired all. 
an Om, he left the city 1 in deſpair. 

For ſome time he wandered about, not know-- 
ing whither to direct his ſteps; but at length, . 


met with a” company of faquits, who told him 
they were upon a journey to Medina; he recount- 


ed to them his dream; and he, yielding to their 
united ſolicitations, agreed t to accompany them 


to Medihi 40 $3 ; 
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Being arrived. Ss: they at N pale | 


their adorations at the tomb of the holy prophet; 
and HinpBaD, who had now entirely renounced 


the errors of the ſect Xaca, ſet out with them 
for 1/pahan. Upon his arrival at that place, he 


fore 
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fore the houſe of a cadi; and having enquired 
the cauſe thereof, was informed that ſeveral per- 
ſons. were then examining before him, who were 
found poſſeſſed of immenſe wealth, which they 
could not ſatisfactorily make appear how they 
came by ; and which a woman, named ZLENDER- 
HOUD, Who was found in their company, claim- _ 
ed as the property of her huſband HinpsBay, a 

merchant at Ormus, whoſe houſe they had rifled, | 


and carried her * at the ſame time. 


HixD BAD, 3 at this intelligence, in- 
treated to be heard; and being admitted to the 
preſence of the cadi, was immediately known by 
ZENDERHOUD, who embraced him with a tranſ- 
port of joy inexpreſſible. The cadi, after inter- 


rogating them, was ſo fully convinced of their 


veracity, that he cauſed the robbers to make in- 
ſtant reſtitution, and ordered them to receive the 
baſtinado upon the ſpot. . 


HinpBar. and ZenneznouD immediately re- 
turned to Ormut, where they ever after lived in 


| perfect felicity; the former acknowledging his 
folly in having forſook the doctrine of God's 


prophet for the impious ſect of Xaca, and the 
latter making it her only ſtudy to pleaſe a huſband 
who loved her with unabated affe ction. 
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oF 


J AHER and MASSAOUD. 


1 


MONGS T all the inhabitants of the great 
and populous/ city of Balſora, none ſur- 
paſſed the youthful Ja nER in wealth and magnis- 
ficence, His opulence he inherited from the pru- 
dent ABvBExiR. his ſire, and having never had 
the trouble of acquiring it, his only care was to 
deviſe expedients to avail himſelf thereof. All 


the pleaſures that luxurious fancy: could ſuggeſt 


he had recourſe to, and his liberality knew no- 
bounds. Each day his palace reſounded with 
feſtivity, and the illaminations which diſpelled 


the darkneſs of the night, ſufficiently ſhewed that 


the revelling was protracted to a very late hour. 


Oppoſite to the houſe of the rich Janzen dwelt” 
the poor but induſtrious Massa0uD, who, by 
the labour of his hands maintained a wife and 
three children. His gains however, were but 
ſmall, as his ſole occupation was to aſſiſt the gar- 
dener of a Jezuiſb merchant, who lived in the 


neighbourhood. 
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[43] 
Janz, one evening perceiving Massaouvr 
more penfive than uſual, inquired into the cauſe, 


I and being told by the latter, that it was owing to 


the indigence of his. family, immediately made 
kim a preſent of a diamond ring, which the other 
received with the warmeſt expreſſions of gratitude, 
and prayed that the Holy Prophet might encreaſe 
his ſtore, and ſhower conſtant bleſſings upon his 
head. The Holy Prophet, anſwered Jane, 
has already bleſſed me to the height of my wiſhes ;. 
F have nothing now to pray for, but that he 
would. vouchſafe to make his favours permanent. 


Massa ou immediately imparted his good for- 
tune to the gardener by whom he was employed, 
who told him that his maſter the Jew would ſoon 
put him into a way of diſpoſing of his jewel to the 
beſt at 


Mass ao having received from the Jew the 
full value of his diamond, and following his ad- 
vice, bought with it ſeveral commodities, and 
embarked' on board a veſſel bound for Alvandria, 
in. Egypt. 


JankR ffill continued to live in his former 
fplendour, and was careſſed as much as ever by 
the inhabitants of Balſora; in proceſs of time, 
however, his ſteward Dax1anos adviſed him, to 
look into the ſtate of his. finances. But IHRER, 
lulled to ſleep. by the Syren voices of the women 
of of his ſeraglio, and plunged i in unceaſing 
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in the company of impious companions, who like 
him, neglected the precepts of the Alcoran, de- 
ferred from day to day to follow his adviee,. till 
his whole ſubſtance was reduced to a ſingle ſequin. Þ 
This unexpected turn of fortune conſtrained him 
to quit Bal/ora in diſguiſe ; and in that city he | 
never afterwards made his appearance. 


Mas8a0uD,. who had greatly improved the 
ſmall ſtock he ſet out with, continued to trafic 
for a conſiderable time afterwards, and every 
year brought him in a new enen 2 opulence 
and credit. 


Janes, he having wandered for ſeveral 
years, and made many vain attempts to repair 


the loſſes, which his imprudence had brought 


upon him, was at laſt reduced fo low, as to tra- 
vel in the habit of a Faquir, to Grand Cairo; he | 
had not been long there, when he accidentally | 

met Massaou in the ftreets, who immediately 
recollected him, and having accoſted him with 
the. moſt cordial friendſhip, conducted him to his 
own houſe, and after having treated him with 
the greateſt hoſpitality imaginable, declared that 
he had made an ample fortune by commerce, 
and offered to affiſt him with a conſiderable ſum, 
by means of which, he might perhaps. be enabled 
to acquire a fortune equal to that which he had 


loſt. Jan ER moſt thankfully accepted the offer, 
and ſettled at Grand Cairo, where, by conſtantly 


attending to the advice of Mass Aoub, he in a 
| ſhort: 


5 . 


[4] 

ſhort time made a fortune, not much inferior to 
that which he had been poſſeſſed of at Bagdad; 
and being thereby convinced, that it is eaſier to 
acquire wealth than to enjoy it, for the remain- 
der of his life conſtantly regulated his conduct by 
the advice of Massaoup, whom he knew to be 
his ſuperior in wiſdom, | 
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f ANOU b the fon „ 
was born in the territories of Cabal. In his 

early youth, he had been treated with the utmoſt 

ſeverity by his father, whom he had never offend- 
j : ed; and being at laſt tired of his cruelty, repaired 
to the city of Agra, where he had no means of 

1 ſiupporting life, but by becoming ſervant to a 
f merchant, who employed him in carrying bur- 
thens. Thus, did one ſtate of diſtreſs ſucceed to 

another, and BAN o Rass1D, who had been be- 
fore made unhappy by domeſtic grievances, now 
ſuffered almoſt as much by the drudgery to which 
he was condemned; he, however, preferred his 
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| - preſent to his former condition, as the rigour of 
tf | His father made a much greater impreſſion upon 
| i him, than the difficulties which he had to ſtruggle 
4 with amongſt ſtrangers, which to him appeared 
5 > more ſupportable, becauſe he expected them. 

8 His ſtate of ſervitude did not, however, laſt 
it long : the beauteous ZEINABI, daughter to the 
5 7 | 2 
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merchant in whom he lived, beheld ham with 
the eyes of affection, ſhe pitied his ſufferings, 
and her pity was ſoon converted into love; for 


Baxov Rass1D, though reduced to the condition 
of a ſlave, was in perſonal beauty equal to the 


nobleſt youths of Agra, and had ſomething inge- 


nuous and ftriking in his countenance, notwith- 


ſtanding his mean appearance, and the ſervile 
employment in which he was engaged. 


After ſeveral ſecret interviews, the paſſion of 


Baro RassiD and ZEINxABI became mutual, 


.and roſe to ſuch a degree of force, that they were 
both equally diſpoſed to run any riſk, in order to 
gratify their inclinations. ZEINxABI propoſed to 
her lover, to fly with him to Delly, the capital of 
Tndeftan, and her lover received the propoſal with 
a tranſport of joy, not eaſy to be expreſſed. They 
ſoon found means to affect their purpoſe; and 


| Zerinapr having raken care to provide herſelf 


with jewels and gold, to a conſiderable value, they 
procured a convenient habitation in the capital of 
Delly, and ſoon after their arrival, the Iman 


joined their hands. 


They lived for ſome time in a ſtate of felicity, 
not to be equalled; but the angel of death called 
Zkix ABI out of this world, and BAN RASSIp 
remained inconſolable for her loſs. Whilſt he 
continued plunged in the deepeſt deſpair, he re- 
ceived advice from Cabul, that his father be, 
* 


/ 


— 


„ 
paid the debt of nature, and left him inheriter of 
all his wealth. He immediately repared thither, 
and took poſſeſſion of his eſtate. But notwith- 
ſtanding his opulence, he found himſelf more 


unhappy than when reduced to the condition of a 
ſlave. The idea of his beloved ZERINABI, every 


moment recurred to his memory, and rendered 
all his enjoyments taſteleſs and inſipid. 


The ſage Bax vp beheld his ſufferings with 
compaſſion, and as he had by a long courſe of 
ſtudy, made himſelf perfectly maſter of all the 
ſecrets of nature, and could cure the diſeaſes of 
the mind as well as thoſe of the body ; he pre- 
ſented him with a potion, whoſe efficacy was ſuch, 
that it immediately obliterated the memory of all 
paſt misfortunes. Bax o Rassip being thus 
freed from the painful recollection of an irre- 
trievable loſs, applied himſelf entirely to the 
improvement of his eſtate. | 


He cauſed a ſumptuous palace to be erected, 
and employed the ableſt architects of Cabul in the 
building of it; but an earthquake ſoon after 


happening at Cabul, this ſuperb edefice was ſwal- 


lowed up, and Banov Rass1D greatly regretted 
the pains and expence which it had occaſioned 
him. His revenues, however, being conſider- 
able, he reſolved to have recourſe to other 
pleaſures, and accordingly cauſed his haram to 


be filled with the brighteſt beauties, which could 


ated for gold. But Baxov Rass1D, 
_ whoſe 
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whoſe mind was endowed with ſentiment, could 
find no ſatisfaction in the mercenary careſſes of 
his miſtreſſes. Their embraces ſoon diſguſted 
him, and he was ſeized with a languor, which 
rendered life almoſt inſupportable. To baniſh 
ſorrow, he had next recourſe to the flowing bowi, 
and paſt whole nights in the company of de- 
bauchees, in noiſe, laughter, and folly. 


Theſe revellings were followed by diſeaſes, 
and Banov Rass1D, after having lingered a Ion 
time, at laſt recovered his health ; but as he had 
tried every ſort of pleaſure, BP, by expe- 


rience, that all enjoyments are productive of 


pain, in proportion as they are exquiſite, he re- 


ſolved for the future to lead a regular life, yet 


ſtill he found himſelf unhappy ; his attachment 
to his affairs increaſing with his . A and | 
ſobriety. 


The gage BAR UD was gabe wiched: by his Gt. 
tres, and preſenked BAN OU RAsSIůD with another 


potion, Which was of ſuch a nature, as to ren- 


der the perſon who took it inſenſible of all pre- 


ſent grievances. Ba Nx oV Rass10, being now 


reſtored to a perfect tranquillity of mind, applied 
himſelf to the ſtudy of the ſciences, and found 
in the purſuit of knowledge, a ſatisfaction ſupe- 
rior to all the gratifications of ſenſe. But when 
advanced in years, he was ſeized with the dread 
of death; and tho” entirely ſecure from ſuffering 
by the recollection of paſt misfortunes, and un- 
D diſturbed 
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diſturbed by the preſent, he was ende com- 
pleatly unhappy by looking forward to futurity, 
and the proſpect of death imbittered all the enjoy- 
ments of his life. 


As he had twice experienced the effects of Ba- 
RUD's ſkill, he had recourſe to him a third time 
but the ſage gave him to underſtand, that tho? he 
had remedies againſt paſt and preſent evils, he 
could never deviſe any againſt the future, and 
that death was a tribute to nature, which every 
mortal was doomed to pay. Banov Rass1d, 
having received this anſwer, threw himſelf upon 


his couch in deſpair, and falling ſoon after into a 
profound ſleep; the angel Gaprier appeared to 


him, and addreſſed him thus: *©* O mortal! thou 
. haft dedicated thy whole life to the purſuit of Vain 
pleaſures, or of ſciences equally wain ; it is now time 
for you 10 apply your heart to wiſdom.” The old man 
was ſo affected with this exhortation, that he con- 


ſecrated the remainder of his days to devotion, 


and at laſt joyfully met that hour, the expeQation 
of which had before filled him with terror. 
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AZ IK IN king of Gazna had long reign- 

ed in proſperity : he was beloved by all his 
ſubje&s, but one thing was wanting to render his 
happineſs complete ; he had no ſon to inherit his 
kingdom, and this conſideration was a ſource of 
conſtant inquietude to him, He every day im- 
portuned heaven with prayers, to grant him a ſuc- 
ceſſor of his own begetting, and his prayers were 
at laſt heard. The prince NouzcGtran was born, 
and his birth was celebrated by rejoicings, whic 
ſurpaſſed, in magniſicence, all that had ever been 
leen in Gazra before, 


The king, whoſe cares all concentered on his 
ſon, got a certain Coja, deeply verſed in the 
ſcience of aſtrology, to caſt his nativity. But how 
great was the grief and ſurprize of the monarch, 
when he was aſſured by the Coja, whoſe ſkill he 

\ D 2 : had 
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had often experienced, that this ſon, whom he 
looked upon as the beſt gift of heaven, ſhould one 
day dethrone him! HAzIx IN was thrown ifito the 
utmoſt conſternation upon hearing this, and imme- 
diately reſolved to take the beſt meaſures, to pre- 
vent the misfortune with which he was threatened. 
He could not, however, ſo far ſurmount the in- 
ſtinks of nature as to reſolve upon the death of 
his ſon; but he cauſed a report to be ſpread that 
the angel of death had called upon him; and im- 
mediately an univerſal mourning and ſorrow ſuc- 
ceeded to the joy and exultation which had a ſhort 
time before been manifeſted by people of every 
rank. 


Hazixin, in the mean time, ſent, the prince 
to HAss Ax, a poor ſhepherd who dwelt upon the 
borders of Gazna, to be brought up in poverty 
and obſcurity. The ſecret of the birth of Noux- 
GEHAN was concealed even from Hassan him- 
{elf : for the perſon who brought the child amuſed 
the peaſant by an invented ſtory; and to engage 
Him to take care of it, paid him fix ſequins; pro- 
miſing to ſupply him with an annual ſum more 
than ſufficient to defray the charges he might be at. 


HAZIEKIN now thought himſelf in perfect ſecu- 
rity, but it is in vain that weak mortals attempt 
to controul their deſtiny; what is written in the 
book of fate will come to paſs, notwithſtanding 


all their care to avoid it. NouRGEnan' being 
brought 
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brought up, among ſhepherds, and inured to ex- 
erciſe and labour, acquired a moſt vigorous con- 
ſtitution. His limbs were equally robuſt and 
active, and his aſpiring mind was well ſuited to a 
body which ſeemed to be framed by nature for en- 
terprize. | 


Growing weary of the mean occupations of a 


| ſhepherd, he left the place where he had been 


brought up, and, after having wandered ſome 
time, was received at length in the troops of the 
king of Deli. There he ſoon diſtinguiſhed him- 
felf upon many occaſions ; infomuch that he was 
promoted to a_ conſiderable poſt, and acquitted 
himſelf fo well, that every body concluded he 
would in a ſhort time arrive to the higheſt military | 

dignities. The expectations he had excited were 

not diſappointed; for in an engagement upon the 


borders of Heli, he ſaved the life of the king's ſon, 
and as a reward for ſa fignal a ſervice, was inveſt- 


ed with the command of his troops. He went by 
the name of CA LAr; and, notwithſtanding all the 


honours, conferred upon him, ſtill thought An 


the, an of the Paer peaſant HASSAN. 


Ws 1 R 1 ſoon arifing between 5 dns of 
Deli and the king of Gaxna, the former ſent 
NovuRGEHAN, at.the head of a puiſſant army, to 
invade the territories of the latter; and Noux- 
GEHAN, having defeated the troops of the king 
of. ee poſſeſſed himſelf of his capital city, and 
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having cauſed him to be caſt into Irons, carried 
him captive to Deli. The king of Deli, who was 
greatly irritated againſt him, formed the cruel re- 
folution to deprive him of fight, and detain him 
prifoner for the remainder of his days. This in- 
human purpoſe was juſt going to be put in execu- 
tion, when the Coja, who had calculated the na- 
tivity of NouxoꝝEHAN entered, and taking him a- 
ſide, addreſſed him in the following terms. O, 
prince ! know that Haz Ik ix is your fire; you have : 
already dethroned him. For this you are not to be 
blamed, as you were ignorant that he was your father, 
and as that event was predeftined by the unalterable de- 
cree fate: But fri ive to preſerve him | from the-miſ- 
fortune which now impends ever him, or the black an- 
gels Z,0UBANYA, and their chief Da BEKH, will tors 
ment thee for ever in the other world.. 


Abönbem an being equally ſurpriſed and ter- 
riſied at receiving this information, went to the 
king of Dell, and proftrating himſelf before him, 
intreated him in the moſt pathetic terms to ſpare 
the captive prince. The vindictive monarch, not · 


withſtanding his great eſteem for Nourxctnan, 


poſitively refuſed to grant his requeſt. This re- 
fuſal oecaſioned a ſtruggle in the breaſt of Nov. 
GEHAN, between gratitude and filial piety ; but 
the latter ſoon ſurmounted the former, and the 
prince, who was idolized by the army, eafily 
found means to make a party, and having reſcued 


his father, retired with him to the — of * 
2 


Pg. 
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The virtuous NourGEHAn would have rein- 
ſtated his fire in his former dignity ; but the old 
monarch, who was convinced by experience, that 
the decrees of fate are not to be reverſed, conſign- 
ed the reins of government to the abler hands of 
his ſon, and paſſed the reſt of his life in tranquil- 
lity and retirement. 


NovrGEHAaNn long reigned over the people of 
Gaxna in proſperity, and advanced the expe- 
rienced Coja to the dignity of prime vizier, in 
which important place he acquitted himſelf equal- 
ly to the ſatisfaction of the people, and of his 
ſovereign. 
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OT far from the ſuperb city of Damaſcus, 
c 11th thoſe flaw'ry, plains, upon which nature 
has laviſhly poured her moſt precious gifts, dwelt 
VAARAB, who, though a peaſant, in happineſs 
ſurpaſſed princes and emperors. By the labour 
of his hands he earned his bread ; and the ſame. 
toil by which he procured a ſubſiſtence ſtrung his 
nerves, and gave him a robuſt and healthy con- 
ſtitution, for the want of which the rich and opu- 
lent languiſn amidſ all the gratifications of luxury. 
The life of Yaaras was compleatly happy, not- 
withſtanding his poverty. He was poſſeſſed of the 
greateſt bliſs the ſons of men can enjoy; a bliſs 


which the poor may partake of as well as the rich. 


He loved, and was beloved by FaTima the ſhep- 
herdeſs, whoſe beauty could not be ſurpaſſed by- 
the faireſt Circaſſian in the harams of the prince 
of the faithful. The lily combined with the roſe 
to form her complexion : her hair was blacker 
than the plumes of the raven; and the luſtre of 
her 
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her eye ſurpaſſed that of the brighteſt gem of Gol- 
conda. She lent a favourable ear to the ruſtic ad- 


dreſſes of Va ARAB, whoſe life glided away in 
happineſs, and to whoſę ruſtic cabbin no anxious 
cares, no gloomy inguietudes, approached. One 
day, as he was employed in tilling the ground, 

his ſpade ſtruck againſt a ſtone, which having 
with much difficulty removed, he perceived ſeveral 
narrow ſtone- ſteps; ; which his. curioſity, a paſſion 
as powerful in: the uninſtructed peaſant as in the 
learned and knowing, tempted him to deſcend. 

After havipg-paſſed ſeveral turnings and windings, 
he entered a. vault, at the lower, end of which 
a lamp obſcurely glimmered. He, approached, 

though with ſome terror, and underneath. the 


lamp perceived a tomb of marble, upon which he 


read. the following inſcription : 


« What Naoun, during bis life, beld moſt dear, 
could not be ſeparated from him even by death : if an y 
audacious mortal ſhould ever take it hence, may the an- 


| gel of darkneſs turn it to his defirudtion.” 


Though Yaaran was ſomewhat intimidated; 
his curioſity got the better of his fear; and having; : 
with much diſiculty, opened the tomb, he per- 
ceived in it the body of a man, almoſt reduced to 


aſhes; and in one corner a cheſt of ebony, which 


having opened, he found that it was filled with 
pieces of gold, at the ſight of which treaſure he 
felt an ĩnexpreſſible joy. He ſeized it with eager- 
neſs, and, reaſcending, placed the ſtone in its 

D 5 former 


2 „ =o 
former poſition, and covered it over with earth. Y | 
The treafure he immediately with care concealed _ 
in his cabbin, nor did he impart the diſcovery 
even to his beloved FaTima. His nature under- 
went a ſudden alteration : he felt himſelf agitated” 
by alternate hopes and fears; and how to diſpoſe 
of his wealth to advantage ſo engroſſed his. 
thoughts, that his former chearfulneſs of temper 

ſoon abandoned him. His once loved FAT ITMA 
he ſnunned: his days were paſſed in anxious ſoli- 
i citude, and his nights were ſleepleſs; or if his 
il eyes were ſometimes cloſed in a tranſient ſlumber, 
dais repoſe was diſturbed hy various phantoms, 
whoſe malignant ſuggeſtions helped to increaſe 
dhe diſtraction of his mind, and add to his weight 
I of care. Luxury, with ſeducing mein and infi- 
nuating ſpeech, earneſtly exhorted him to enjoy 
the preſent hour, and plunge deep. in all the 
| pleaſures. which riches. can beſtow. When bis 
f ſoul ſeemed inclined to admit delight, when he 
began to give ear to theſe flattering inſinuations, 
the phantom all on a ſudden diſappeared, and 
gave place to a hideous figure, whoſe ſqualid ap- 
i pearance and wrinkled aſpect, as well as the 
ll maxims which it inculcated, ſufficiently diſcover- 
i ed to be Avarice. This monſter often filled his 1 
il mind with groundleſs fears; ſometimes ſuggeſt- 
ing, by a dream, that thieves had broke into his 
cabbin, and ſeized upon his treaſure, whereupon | 
the wretched Yaaras often- waked in horrors, | 
and ran to ſecure it; ſometimes inſinuating, that 
| it 
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it might very probably be diſcovered by 9 7 


prying eye, which put VAARAB every day upon 
deviſing new. expedients to hide it. Among the 
other monſters that invaded the repoſe of the once 
happy peaſant, ., Ambition was not idle. Ambition 
has often found acceſs to the cottages of ruſtics ; 
and ſeeing ſo fair an opportunity to gain over 
YaaRaB's heart, reſolved not to neglect it. This 
deæmon frequently reproached him with his mean- 
tneſs, and laid before him a variety of plans to 
raiſe himſelf to dignity and honour. VAARAB, 
in conſequenee of theſe repreſentations. of Am- 
bition, was ſometimes elated with preſumptuous 
hope: he, in imagination, ſaw himſelf at the 
head of armies, or admitted to the council of 
princes; but ſoon theſe ſanguine hopes gave way 
to doubt and ſcruple. He diſtruſted his own a- 
bilities, and, with reaſon, apprehended that his 
aſpiring would end in his deſtruction. Twas then 
that Avarice ſeized the opportunity to tell him, 
that in the purſuits of Ambition he would only: 
conſume his wealth; whereas, by liſtening to the 
prudent advice of him, who had nothing but his 
real intereſt in view, he might hope to encreaſe 
the riches he had found, by the addition of accu · 
mulated treaſure. 


After many conflicts, VA ARAB at laſt yielded 
to the ſuggeſtions of Ambition, and repaired with 
his gold to Damaſcus, where he for a long time 
lived in obſcyrity, not knowing how to avail: 


himſelf 
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vented him fromlreturning to the delightful plains 


['6o ] 
himſelf: of the treaſure which had fallen into his 
hands. He ſometimes regretted the laſs of his 
dear Fa rIMH ;* but till an overweening hope pre- 


where he Had POE 7 _ happy yy in mw 
9.5 98 2p , | ws an; 


One evening; ache walked! Step penfive: 
in one of the public ſquares of: Damaſcus, he was 
accoſted by a venerable old man, whoſe ſilver 
beard” added . dignity to a countenance, in tlie 
lineaments of which wiſdom:and experience ap- 
peared, united with humanity | and: goodneſs iof 
heart. The ſage, after a ſhort converſation with 
Y.aaraB, ſpoke to him as follows:: My fob, I 
know you. haws merit; but merit may lang lie concealed; 
if "ties. Pofieor of it is mot endowwed:with the ſerret to 
make it appear to. the eyes of other: men.c take: therefore 


your. latent qualifications ' viſible, |: aud rehm iu court. 

eubere you will in à ſhort tine meet 3th that prefers: 
_ which æocalthi alone could neuer haue procured, 
vo + ps 


th Hug; "tis endued avith a i, arp we a 


” 


Vina mak many acknowledgements to the 
ſage, who departed, telling him, he would viſit 
him again, whenever he had occaſion for his aſſiſt- 
ance. The ſhepherd with this. ring repaired to 
the court of the ſultan of Damaſcus, where he was 
immediately taken notice of by the grand vizier, 
and was employed for a conſiderable time in a 


place of truſt, the duties of which he diſcharged 
intirely 


2 0 Þ. ov» wW 
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intitely to his atisfaRion. He was ſoon admitted. 
to the preſence of the ſultan himſelf, who, having 


aſked him ſeveral queſtions, perceived by his an- 
ſwers that he was poſſeſſed of an uncommen auer. 
of enden and penetration. alia 


The visier Nazepan edi in. a 4 time 1 5 


and the ſultan, who had conceived a very high 


opinion of the abilities of Yaaras. conferred 


that important: place: upon him, and every day! 


ſhowed him new 7 mirkes of favour; and confidence. 


Thus did ESD find himſelf ae a 
yond his moſt ſanguine hopes: his ambition. and. 
avarice were gratified to the qtmoſt; but ſtill. there, 
remained a craving. void in his brealt He now. 


found,. by , experience, that there is a paſſion. 
ſtronger than either ambition or avarice. Fare 
u reſumed her place in his heart, and her ab- 


ſence rendered his grandeur and opulence raſteleſs 
and inſipid. He therefore reſolved to go in queſt 
of her; and, having obtained leave of the ſultan, 
ſet out for the happy plains, where he had with 
her enjoyed a bliſs, for the loſs of which his pow- 
er and elevation could not compenſate. as 


 FaTiMa, who, ever ſince his departure, had 


languiſhed with ſorrow, was overjoyed at ſeeing 
him, and readily conſented: to go with, him to 


Damaſcus, where ſhe eclipſed the moſt brilliant 


beauties of the court, VAA IAB, however, thought 


. 


N it below his dignity to marry her, and therefore 
did his utmoſt to perſuade her to live with him as 
| 2 miſtreſs; a propoſal which ſhe would never give 


ear to. VAAR AB, unable to reconcile his paſſion 3 

with his vanity, again became miſerable, ang 

| lived for a long time in a conſtant conflict between 4 
0 pride and inclination. 3 
iſt Hereupon the ſage — KIA, from whom = 


| he had received the ring, came to bis affiſtance, 
il and addreſſed him as follows: :YAaaras, let 
| not a vicious pride prevent thee from indulging a Vir- 

1 tuous love. If "you yield to its dictates, you will ſoon repent 

I of your folly. All inordinate paſſrons puniſh themſelves 
von have experienced this already; and your "father's 
i example till farther confirms the truth of what 7 ad. 
N i vance. Know, YAARAB, that Naoux cb Jour. 
father : uch was his ſordid avarice, that he formed a 
reſolution to be buried with his treaſure, that Be might 
never be ſeparated from it : but providence has e counter 
Mit ated his baſeneſs In your infancy he gave you to be 
11 educated by a ſhepherd'in the neighbourhood of Damaſ- 
cus, defiring him to bring you up as his ſon, that you 
ht might not inherit that wealth aubich he held dearer than 
4 all the world bfides. The treaſure you hawe poſſeſſed 
yourſelf of, and by my alſiſtance have attained. to 
grandeur and power. Your happineſs cannot be made 
lt complete without the poſſeſſion of FATIMA. Do not re- 

Fuſe the Bliſs which offers itſelf,” 29 


b This remonſtrance of the ſage had va an effect 
upon YaaRas, that he married his beloved Fa- 
1 TIMA 


. 
? 
| 
: 


1 

IMA without any farther delay; and in his union. 
with her found all that ſatisfaction which he had 
| hoped in vain from wealth, favour, and eleva- 
tion. 
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* Y 
ll N the reipn of QuouTBEDDIN, king of Jad, © 
il there lived near that city a poor peaſant named 
ji Aovce, who, with the hardeſt labour, found it 
Uh ſcarce poſſible to ſupport himſelf. One day, as 1 
[' he was quite overpowered with bearing fardles, ©! 
BY he threw himſelf upon the ground, and uttered 


| | the following exclamation : ** Wherefore was I 
# ent into the world where I can never hope for Happi- 
j meſs. Thirty eight years have I lived in conſtant la- 


.* Bour and d. ftreſe, and have every night prayed to God 

* and his holy prophet MahougEr, to take me out of this 
| vale of miſery ; yet ſtill I live, though life is become 
| altogether inſupportable,” l , 
i Quovrsevvan, who was hunting, happened 
fl juſt at that time to paſs by with his vizier and 
1 courtiers, and was ſo ſtruck by the pathetic tone 


"tk * 
[10 wherewith 


[ 65, ] 
wherewith they were pronounced, that he ſtopt to 
liſten to them. AovGt was ſo oppreſſed with, 
grief, that he never once perceived the king or 
his retinue, but continued to inyoke the angel of, 
death, and lament his hard lot in terms as ſtrong; 
as the former. Being at length quite exhauſted 
with laffitude and. hunger, the king, rode on a lit-. 
tle farther with his retinue; having ordered one 
of his pages to preſent him with a potion of bueng, 
which the peaſant very thankfully accepted; and. 
having drank it with the utmoſt greedineſs, was 
immediately ſeized with a profound ſleep. Such 
is the effect of this liquor, that it immediately 
benumbs the faculties, and generally cauſes thoſe 
who take it to ſleep, without dreaming, for twen- 
ty-four hours. QuouyTBEDpiN then cauſed ſome: 


of his retinue- to carry him to his palace, and 


lodge him in a magnificent en which was 


done accordingly. 


Great was the ſurpriſe of Aouce, to find him - 


ſelf, when he awaked, lying. upon a velvet ſopha, 
waſhed, perfumed, and clad in a rich robe, which. 
ſparkled with the richeſt jewels of Golconda. At 


firſt he thought himſelf in a dream; but two mu- 


 ficians, the ableſt of Lad, haviog touched inſtru» 
ments which uttered a moſt exquiſite harmony, 
ths attention was farther rouſed ; and his ſurprize 
greatly increaſed, when he beheld, ſeated upon 
ſevera] ſopha' round him, Circaſſian damſels, with 


whoſe r he was dazzled to ſuch a degree, 
that 


7 — 
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E 
that he took them to be Houris of Paradiſe, 


and thought himſelf already arrived in that happy 


happy place. He immediately returned thanks 


to AL LA and his holy prophet Manomwer, for 
having at length delivered him from all his afflic - 


tions. Whereupon one of the damſels, the luſtre 


of whoſe beauty ſurpaſſed that of the reſt, inform- 


ed him that he was ſtill upon earth; that they 


were benevolent fairies Who took a pleaſure in 
conſoling mortals in diſtreſs; that they had cauſed, 
him to be conveyed thither by enchantment ; and 


that he ſhould refide there till he had forgot all 
his cares. | 


 Aovee, rejoiced hereat, returned thanks with 


a fervour which teſtified the tranſport of his heart; 
and ſoon after ſeveral courtiers entered, who hav- 
Ing been inſtructed by the king, ſaluted him, and 
gave him to underſtand, that they had been, like 


him, delivered from their afflictions, by the 
kindneſs of the benevolent fairies ; whereupon a 


converſation enſued, in which all preſent diſcover- 
ed equal joy and ſatisfaQtion, and ſoon after they. 
fat down to a repaſt, conſiſting of viands of the 


moſt exquiſite flavour, and a deſert of the moſt 
delicious fruits. They drank the richeſt wines of 
the Eaſt, which were preſented to them in golden 
goblets ſet with diamonds, by beautiful youths 
richly attired. During the repaſt, their ears were 
delighted by a concert ſo harmonious, that it 
raiſed the foul to heaven; and when it was grown 


late, | 
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[ 67 } 
late, they retired to their apartments with che ut- 
moſt ſerenity of mind. 


This life of pleaſure was varied and 3 
by the moſt exquiſite contrivances to gratify the 
ſenſes; and new amuſements daily invented to 
prevent that ſatiety, which ariſes from a repeti- 
tion of the ſame enjoyments. But AoE, who 
carried in his breaſt an enemy to peace, was at 
length tormented by the reflection, that he muſt 
ſome time or other be deprived of all this happi- 
neſs by death, and carried his impiety ſo far, as 
to renounce in his heart the paradiſe which the 
holy prophet promiſes to the faithful, and wiſh to 
reſide for ever in this ſeat of terreſtrial bliſs. His 
former gaiety almoſt entirely forſook him, and 
his mirth was forced and conſtrained; which the 
courtiers obſerving, informed king QuouTBED- 
pix thereof. Whereupon the monarch directed 
them to give Aove a ſecond potion of bueng, 
and cloathing him in his former habit, carry i 
to the place where he had been found. 


The peaſant, upon waking, was ſurprized to 
find himſelf in his former condition, and the com- 
pariſon of his tranſitory happineſs with his preſent 
miſery made him ſo frantic, that he ran to the top 
of an hill which overlooked a neighbouring pool, 
and was juſt going to precipitate himſelf therein, 
when a lion, which ruſhed upon him from the op- 
polite fide of the buſh, terrified him to ſuch a de- 

gree, 
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[ 58 ] 
gree, that his deiperate reſolution was immediate- 
Iy converted into fear: ſo he ran down with as 
much rapidity as he had aſcended; and as ex- 
tremes generally produce each other, he was glad 
to have eſcaped the death he had ſought, A calm 
ſerenity of mind is always the reſult of an eſcape 
from a great danger; Aovce returned to his cot- 


tage, and renewed his toil with the utmoſt re- 
fignation. 


Sometimes, however, he could not help ſigh- 
ing aſtor- his paſt felicity, and as he one day fell 
into a profound reverie in reflecting thereon, he 
was all on a ſudden ſurpriſed with the appearance 
of a glorious viſion. There ſtood before him an 
angelical figure, whoſe graceful locks were irra- 
diated with. a reſplendent brightneſs; in his right 
hand he held a filver wand, and in his left an 
olive branch'; his eyes ſhone lambent with celeſtial 
day, and the. mildneſs with which he beheld 
Aoverz, having diſſipated his aſtoniſhment, he 
addreſſed. him in terms like theſe: *<*. Know, 
Aovuce, that I am EXFENDIAR,. the iſpirit of peace, 
my pacific ſway is equal to that of As MON, the an- 

gel of diſcord; but as his delight is to occaſion 'wars 
and tumults, by exciting turbulent paſſions in the breaſts 
of men, my care is to appeaſe both the broils and jedi- 
tions wwhich diſturb the colleaive body of” mankind, and 
10 allay the florms which make ſuch ravages in the 

| breaſts. of individuals. You haue hitherto been under 
the influence of. the, malignant ſpirit. As. oN G, and 
"EY eee 
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thet fore . wy watriance did gongelfe 

pocuer has bren too: ſtrong for his. It 'was I that Fe 
the lion that prevented vou from committing an action, 
ahi ch would have cauſed your eternal perdition. De- 
part in peace, labour with unceaſing indiſtry, and, 


above all, be aſſiduous in your devotions to the almighty, 
and the holy prophet will not let you go unrewarded.” 
This ſaid, the angel diſappeared, and Aouck 
continued to labour with a perfect reſignation to 
providence. He found himſelf now more happy 
than when in the midſt of luxury and pleaſure, 
which evidently proves that it is not ſo much the 
circumſtances of men, as. their ſentiments con- 
cerning them, that render men happy or miſerable. 


QuouTBEppin paſling again by the hut of 
Aobo, was ſurpriſed to obſerve this change in 
his diſpoſition, and offered to carry him to his 
court, and receive him as one of his domeſtics, 
AouGE, who now felt no joy at a promiſed ele- 
vation, made anſwer as follows: * O king ! may 


the holy prophet lengthen thy days, and pour upon thee © 


all manner of bl:ſſings. I have been uſed to an humble 
fation, and I fear I'm incapable of bearing proſperity.” 
This anſwer determined QUuouTrBEDDIN to re- 
ceive him into his ſervice. Abou was never 
elated by his good fortune; but acquitted himſelf 
ſo much to the ſatisfaction of his maſter, that he 
conferred upon him a conſiderable place of truſt. 
Having experienced the extremes of proſperity and 

adverſity, 


} j | "Twi | | N 


adverſity, he was not to be ſhaken by the one, or 
dazzled by the other, but by his prudent con- 
duct in all the places he occupied, at laſt roſe to 
the dignity of vizier, 
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MALICKNAZIR 


King of Carizme 


And e | 


Princeſs F. AR Z AN 4. 


Carizene king, 

e reigned over 

Jagger. = CE ee. a more ac- 
6 


ſetting 
the riſing or the 
compliſhed prince neither 


; his heart was replete with 
= Dame foul was e denn | 
* 1 jeſtic air, and gra : | 
= 1 a — royal — _ vs 
— he 9 by his ſubjects, Feria 
— ffered up prayers to God, 5 OP 
— * reſervation of his li . 
— — his proſperity, MALI 
continua 


thus 
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is thus beloved by his ſübjects, and dreaded by his 
| enemies, reigning over a kingdom bleſt with 

peace and plenty, appeared to be ſecure of hap- 


1. 
7 


i | pineſs; but the greateſt monarchs are ſubje&t to 
1 calamities and grief, as well as the pooreſt 
Li peaſants. | 


The princeſs FarRzaxa, who loved MaLrex- 
NAZIR with à more tender affection than ever ſiſter 
had for a brother, and was by him loved with an 
| equal warmth of affection, was attacked with a 
1" diſorder which hone of the phyſieians that attend- 

Wl ed the court of Carizme could poſſibly account for. 
| The youthful bloom of her cheeks was ſucceeded 
by a languid paleneſs, and the luſtre of her eyes, 
which ſparkled like thoſe of the Houries of para- 
diſe, Was changed into a conſtant gloom and 
heavineſs, which indicated the internal diſorder 


—whieh-preyed upon her foul, and wore away the 
ge of life. 
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2 MalzcxNAZ IR in the utmoſt affliction, at ſee- 
ing one whom he tenderly loved in fo deplorable 
a condition, ordered a proclamation to be made 
not only in his capital, but in all the conſiderable 
towns of his dominions, that whoever ſhould give 
the princeſs Fax Z Axa any relief, might aſk of the 
king whatever reward he thought proper. In- 
* cited by this offer, multitudes of cojas, phyſicians, 
4M und pretenders to profound fecrets, flocked every 
_ to court, but their: medias had a bad effect 
upon 
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upon the health of the princels, and their caba- 
liſtical as well as aſtrological taliſmans, the former 
of which operate by the means of letters, words, 


or prayers, and the latter by the relation which 


the planets have to human bodies, had upon this 
occaſion, entirely loſt their efficacy. The king, 
however, diſmiſſed none unrewarded, leſt others 
ſhould be diſcouraged from offering their ſervices. 


The indiſpoſition of the princeſs ſtill continu- 
ing, an Arabian chec repaired to the ceurt of 
Carizme, relying ſo much upon his ſkill, that he 
thought himſelf already poſſeſſed of the promiſed 
reward, He had indeed made a preat progreſs in 
the occult ſciences, and was in a fair way of dif. 


covering the virtues. of king SoLOoMON's ring, 


and the philoſopher's ſtone. Being introduced to 
the princeſs, he examined her countenance with 
great attention, and with a view to diſcover the 
cauſe of her diſorder, gave her an elixir which was 
endued with a virtue capable of ſhewing whether 
a diſeaſe had its ſource-in the body or mind. 


Finding by the operation of this medicine, that 


the diſtemper of his patient had its firſt riſe in the 
mind, he informed the king thereof, and told 
him, that the princeſs could be cured by no one, 
but a perſon capable of penetrating into the moral 
cauſe of her mental diſorder. This, added he, 
is beyond the power of my. knowledge. May the 
holy prophet ſend hither ſomebody poſſeſſed of 
that divine ſcience, to reſtore the princeſs to her- 
ſelf, and to you. The chec, after ſpeak? ng theſe 
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words; departed the court, having received from 
the king a thouſand ſequins, and a diamond ring 
of a prodigious value. The health of Mart1ck- 
NAZ1R himſelf began to decline continually, and 
the people who ſympathized with their monarch 
in every thing, were now as fad and dejected as 
they had before been chearful and gay. 


Mai1.1cknazir, however, ſoon after, recover- 
ed his health by the aſſiſtance of a phyſician, who 
was a native of Perſia, and one of the ſect of the 
Guebres. Upon this phyſician he ſettled a con- 
ſiderable penſion, and aſſigned him a magnificent 
apartment in his palace. As he had a great 
opinion of the ſkill of AB UMAZ AR, for that was 
the phyſician's name, he deſired him to viſit the 
unfortunate princeſs, whoſe diſorder had encreaſed 
to ſuch a degree, that ſhe ſeemed fitter to be num- 
bered amongſt the dead than the living. This 
the Per fian phyſician modeſtly declined, alledging, 
that it was in vain for him to attempt a cure, 
where men of abilities and learning, ſo much ſu- 
perior to his, had already proved unſucceſsful. 
However, as the king perſiſted to urge him, he 


could not avoid obeying, and after having viſited | 
the princeſs, and maturely conſidered her diſorder, } 


he declared that it was not in his power to give 
her any aſſiſtance, as no caſe of the like nature 


had ever occurred to him before. 


| Thas, MALICKNAZIR, finding all human means F 
fail ham, had: recourſe to a ſanton named Papua- 


NABA, | . 


4 


WAS 


aſed 
um- 
This 
ing, 
zure, 
h ſu- 
ful. 


Ly he b 
ifited | 
xrader, $ 
> give | 


means 
DMA- 3 
NAA. 


the 


_ „6 8 E 
3 8 1 A RE 3 Wor as cs 


75 ] 

N ABA, whoſe prayers for the ſick were of ſuch 
efficacy, that they weie ſeldom offered up without 
procuring their recovery; nay, the holineſs of his 
life had often been confirmed by miracles. The 
ſanton being brought to court, was by the king 


given to underſtand upon what account he had 
been ſent for, and immediately conducted to the 


| apartment of the princeſs, whoſe palid com- 


plexion, and melancholy viſage, at firft ſtruck the 
recluſe with ſurprize ; but as he was an adept in 


the ſcience of Mechacha, by which the ſantons 


are enabled to penetrate the moſt ſecret thoughts 
of thoſe they behold ; he ſoon dived into the 
cauſe of the long indiſpoſition of Fagzaxa, and 
having retired with MaLicknazir, addreſſed 
him in the following terms; ** Oh Ling! may the 
prophet prolong thy days, and diſtinguiſh thy reign with 
his choiceſt bleſſings, be not offended at what thy fer- 
vant ſhall unfold : the diſeaſe with which the prince}; 
FaRZ ANA languiſhes, pi octeds fi on love of thee, and 
nature bas laid an unſurmountable obftacte | again ber 

recovery.” Thunderſtruck at this intelligence, 

which MALICKNAZIR was induced to give credit 


to by the known character of Pavmanaza for 


piety, he haſtily retired. after having offered the 
ſanton a rich preſent, which he excuſed, himſelf 
from accepting, alledging that he had entirely 
dedicated the remainder of his life to tlie ſervice 
of God, and his holy prophet Mauouzr, and 
had utterly renounced the world, with all its 
riches and grandeur. This diſintereſtedneſs of 
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from the jaws of death; but MAL Ic x AZ In, why 


176 
the ſanton confirmed Maticknazir in the belief 
of his veracity. 


Some time after, as the king was walking up- 
on a terrace in one of his gardens, wrapt up in 
melancholy and contemplation, his Perfan phy- 
ſician ABumazar met him, and proſtrating him- 
ſelf on the ground before him, humbly requeſted 
to know the cauſe of his grief. Sorrow is natural- 
ly communicative: tho* MaLIcE N AZ IR had form- 
ed a reſolution, never to diſcloſe the melancholy 4 
ſecret of Fax z Ax a's paſſion for him, he could not 4 | 
reſiſt this opportunity of unboſoming himſelf, and 3 
giving a looſe to complaint; for thoſe who la- 
bour under any affliction, ſeldom fail to receive 
ſome relief from their tears and lamentations. J 
ABUMAZAR heard the king, without teſtifying I 
the leaſt ſurprize, as marriages between brother 


and uſed his utmoſt rhetoric, and all the argu-3 ; 
ments of his ſe&, to prove that the paſſion of they 
princeſs for him was entirely innocent, and tha 


he might lawfully marry Faxzana, and at once 
gratify his own affection for her, and fave he 


had been educated in the pureſt doctrine of th 
khoran, was not to be moved by ſuch ſophiſtici 
arguments; but having enjoined ABuMazas th 
profoundeſt ſecreſy, immediately. put an end i 
the converſation. 


8 Mari 1 2 


= _. (97.1 
I Mar1cknaziR, deſpairing of Fagzana's re- 
lief 3 | covery, yielded himſelf up a prey to his grief, 
and neglecting the adminiſtration of public affairs, 

left it almoſt entirely to his viziers. The fatal 


up- effects of this change in his diſpoſition were ſoon 
in felt by the flate; juſtice was no longer adminiſtred 
hy- 3 with the ſame equitable impartiality as before, 
im- and the people being oppreſſed with grievous tax- 
fted es, could not help murmuring in ſecret, for the 
1ral- viziers were wholly intent upon agprandizing 
2rm- themſelves, and accumulating wealth, but totally 
holy Wl regardleſs of the welfare of their country. The 
à not WF ſufferings, however, of Carizme, and its monarch, 
and 4 Fat laſt had an ad. ; 

o la- : 

Wire M ALTCKNAZIR, whoſe cares generally kept him 


tions. waking, ſunk one night into a profound ſleep, 
fying and the angel of marriage appeared to him in a 
rother dream. His eyes ſhone with a dazzling luſtre; 
ebres, he wore on his head a crown of myrtle, in his 

argu. | right hand he held a torch, the ſymbol of mar- 
of the riage, and his ermin robes ſeemed to ſparkle with 
©] tha the moſt precious diamonds of Golconda, Ma- 
t once LICKNAZIR, whilſt ſtill aſleep, was addreſſed by - 
we hel the angel in terms like theſe : * Oh king of Ca- 
whe rizme! make no /eruple of eſpouſing Farzana, he it 


, * — vir. your /fter ; your late father going upon an expedition, 
iſtic? 38 24ver his daughter to DIL AR AM to be nurſed, as ſhe 
FM af | avas in her infancy; the faithleſs DiEAR Au found it 


an eaſy matter to ſubſtitute her own in its place; this 
ſhe did in hopes of one day aggrandizing her family ; 
and the monarch never once ſuſpected the impoſition. 
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Yeur fifler has ever fince lived with her as her daughter, 
in a caſtle not far diſtant from your capital. Doubt 
nit my words; but as ſoon as the white ſheep has chaſed 
the black one to the bottom of the weſtern earth, repair 
to the caſtle, and queſtion DiLARAM concerning her 
fraud, fhe will nat have the preſumption to perſiſt long 
in denying it. 


The next morning MaLICRNAEZ IR reflected with 
amazement upon the viſion of the preceding night; 
and reſolving to do as directed by the angel of 
marriage, aſſembled his viziers and courtiers, and {| 
repaired to the caſtle. He called for DIL AR AM, 3 
and having queſtioned her concerning the fat Þ} 
above related, ſhe confeſſed every circumſtance of 
it, and falling proſtrate upon her face before him, 
implored his forgiveneſs. He aſſured her of his 
pardon and protection, and immediately returned 
to court with, her and his ſiſter ZuLima. The 
report of this ſurpriſing diſcovery was ſoon ſpread 
all over the kingdom, and cauſed an univerſal 
aſtoniſhment amongſt the people of Carizme ; but 
their aſtoniſhment was converted into joy, when 
they heard that FAR ZA NA was perfectly recovered, 
and that the king intended in a ſhort time to 

eſpouſe her publicly. The nuptials were accord- 
ingly celebrated with an unparalleled pomp and 
ſplendor, and every ſubje& ſeemed to ſhare the 


happineſs of his ſovereign. 


MarlicxnaziR being thus freed from the anxie- 


ty which had ſo long preyed upon — reſumed 
the 
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the reins of government; commerce began again 
to flouriſh ; plenty returned to bleſs the land; 
and all murmuring and diſcontent amongſt the 
people ceaſed, during the remainder of Marticx- 
NAZIR'S life, He lived long and happily with his 
conſort FARZ ANA, whom he loved with the ut- 
moſt tenderneſs, and by whom he was equally 
beloved. At length the angel of death called up- 
on them both in the ſame hour; and thus their 
mutual happineſs was complete, for either of 
them would have thought it worſe than death to 

have ſurvived the other, 
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HISTORY 


O F 
IBRAHIM HASSAN, 


The HERMIT. 


BRAHIM Hass ax, the ſan of a poor peaſant 

in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, applied 
himſelf, from his early youth, to the ſtudy of the 
book of glory, which was dictated by an angel to 
ManoMeET the prophet of the moſt high: its di- 
vine precepts took poſſeſſion of all his faculties, 
and he paſſed his days in retirement entirely oc- 
cupied by prayer, and meditating upon the 
khoran. The fame of his ſanctity ſpread far and 


wide; many flocked every day to aſk his advice, 
-or to intreat him to offer up his prayers in their 


behalf; and it was even reported that he had of- 
ten worked miracles. He was totally diſintereſt- 


eds, and frequently refuſed the preſents that were 


offered him, taking no more than what was juſt 
requifite to procure him the neceſſaries of life. 
AsMonc, the angel of diſcord, had no power 
over his heart, as all his paſſions were ſubdued by 
8 | devotion 


[ 81 1 
Jevotion 3 and his firm expectation of enjoying a 
laſting happineſs, in the paradiſe promiſed by 
Manomer to the faithful, baniſhed from his 
breaſt every deſire of earthly felicity. 


| The caliph Haroun dect happening 
one day to paſs by the dwelling of IBR AH TM, 


- ſtopped there to repoſe himſelf for a while, find- 


ing himſelf greatly fatigued by hunting; and hav- 
ing propoſed ſome queſtions to IR AH TIM, was fo 
ſtruck with his anſwers that he entered into a far- 
ther converſation with him; in which IB Rau 
acquitted himſelf in ſuch a manner as greatly in- 
creaſed the high opinion which the caliph had 
conceived of his abilities. Upon retiring, the 
latter expreſſed himſelf in the following terms to 
GraFAR, his vizier and confidant; *©** What a pity 
is it, G1aFaR, that the abilities of ſuch a man ſhould 
be buried in à remote corner of this wilderneſs 3 he ap- 
pears to hade a perfect command over all the motions cf 
his own mind, and muſt, of conſequence, have been 
born to command others. Though my power ſurpaſſes 
that of all my predeceſſors, I ook upon this recluſe as 
more powerful than myſelf. Mp breaft is liable to be 
torn by anxious cares; and whilſt obJequious crowds 
fall profirate before me, upon examining my heart, I 
often find myſelf an abjeft ſlave to paſſion. I am re- 
ſolved to carry this derviſe to court, and empley him in 
Fairs of importance. I doubt not but he will ſhortly 
fhew him/clF able to eaſe ns of part of the burthen Yf 
public buf 51: fs. od 

E. 4 Gr HAFAR, 
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. GraFaR, who laid it down as a maxim to ſhew 


an unbounded complaiſance to all the caprices of 


his maſter, ſeemed to approve of the thought; 
and the derviſe, though he at firſt modeſtly ex- 
cuſed himſelf, thought it his duty to obey the 
command of his ſovereign, and accompanied him 
to the ſuperb capital of Bagdad. Upon entering 
it, he was not dazzled by its magnificence, nor 
did the ſplendor and luxury of the court make any 
impreſſion upon his ſenſes. He had been ha- 
bituated to thoughts of a more ſublime nature ; 
and all the pageantry and pomp of life appeared 
to him as tranſitory as the meteors with which the 
eaſtern hemiſphere blazes by momentary and in- 


terrupted flaſhes. This integrity he preferved 


amidſt all the corruptions of a court, and though 
in the primeof life, he appeared altogether inſen- 
ible to the allurements of beauty, He diſplayed 
talents that ſurpaſſed every body at court, and 
yet did not appear to be ſenſible of his being poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuperior abilities. He diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf in ſeveral places of truſt, and the vizier 
GrarFaR, Who was advanced in years, and 
grown weary of the burthen of public affairs, was 
nighly pleaſed to have ſuch an aſſiſtant, and re- 
preſented his diligence and zeal in the moſt fa- 
vourable light to his maſter. 


— 


Gar AR being ſome years after called upon by 
the angel of death, the caliph, upon his recom- 


mendation, inveſted IBRAHIM Hass Ax with that 
important place. Though, no miniſter had ever 
| been 
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das more attached to his maſter, or ever given 
greater and more general ſatisfaction than Giarar ; 
IBRaniM, in the eminent poſt to which he was 
raiſed, acquitted himſelf in ſuch a manner, that 
Haroun ABRASCHID ſoon ceaſed to regret in him 
the vizier, though he long lamented the loſs of 
his faithful confidant and friend. Ambition, 
however, at laſt took poſſeſſion of the heart of 
IBRAHIM; but this change in the ſtate of his 
mind, he was not for a long time aware of; for 
men of the greateſt penetration are often ignorant 
of the motives upon which they act. He ſtill 
thought all his actions inſpired by devotion, 
though his ſoul, naturally elevated, could not 
reſiſt the influence of ambition, though it was 
ſuperior to all the temptations of luxury and vo- 
luptuouſneſs. This paſſion impelled him to en- 
deavour ſecretly to depreſs many of the chief per- 
ſonages of the court, and this cauſed a faction to 
be formed againſt him, to the machinations of 
which he had like to have fallen a prey. 


A war, about that time, broke out between 
the caliph and the ſultan of Damaſcus, and the 
army of the former being routed in the firſt en- 
gagement, the enemies of IBrxanim found means 
to caſt the odium upon him, as he, at that time, 
had the chief direction of public affairs; they 
even went ſo far as to inſinuate that he had betrayed 
his truſt, and baſely ſold the army to the ene- 
mies of his country, The vizier, conſcious of 

- | his 


| (84) 

his innocence, flew to the caliph, and proſtrating 
himſelf at his feet, begged that he might be al- 
lowed to command himſelf in perſon in a ſecond 
expedition: to this the caliph agreed, but aſſured 
him, that his head ſhould anſwer for its ſucceſs. 
Is RAHIM ſet out directly, and having defeated 
the enemy in a bloody battle, returned in triumph, 
bringing their general priſoner to Bagdad. The 
ſultan of Damaſcus was glad to ſue for peace, and 
the vizier having fully vindicated his conduct, 
reſigned his employment, and after having ſerved 
his ſovereign faithfully, begged leave to retire in 
order to dedicate his few remaining years to the 
ſervice of Al LAH, and his * 2 Ma- 
vomeT. His requeſt was granted, and notwith- 
ſtanding his retreat was rendered every way com- 
modious by the bounty of his maſter, his heart, 
which had once given way to ambition, ſoon be- 
came reſtleſs, and ſolitude, which he once delight - 
ed in, became burthenſome and tedious. 


He had almoſt formed a deſign to return to the 
court of Bagdad, when happening to walk one 
evening in his garden, revolving this ſtrange pro- 
ject with the utmoſt agitation of mind, he ſat 
down in an arbour, and was ſoon after oppreſſed 
with a profound ſleep. An angel then appeared 
to him, beautiful as the youths who preſent a de- 
licious beverage to the faithful upon their arrival in 
paradiſe; and addreſſed him as follows; IBra- 
HIM, , though Born in a low condition, you once aſpired 
tn the high:ft things; during your refidence at court, 

| Von 


(EF 
you have liflened to the ſuggeſtions of ambition, and 
Jour mind has contracted a littleneſs, when you thought 
yourſelf in the moſt exalted ſphere ; I compaſſionate your 
miſery, and will diſpel the mift which has ſo long 
darkened your eyes, by diſplaying to you objects which 
tranſcend all human grandeur.” This ſaid, he flew 
with him to paradiſe, and IBRan1M having taken 
one view of the glories of that place, awaked with 
a full conviction of the vanity of worldly great- 
neſs, and having paſſed the remainder of his life 
in conſtant meditation and prayer, was, in an ad- 
vanced age, called upon by the angel of death. 
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N Viſapour, the ape city of the Wes of 

Decoran, dwelt ABRAOUTT, a jeweller by 
trade: in his art he had but few equals: The 
bracelets that ſparkled upon the arms of the ſul- 
tanas of Viſapour were made by him; and ſo ex- 
quiſite was his workmanſhip, that it contributed 
to ſet off the charms of the moſt beautiful objects 
of the creation. 


AB RAOUTF finding wealth flow in upon him 
from every quarter, formed the moſt flattering 
proſpects of a happy life; and being perſuaded 
that man is not capable of enjoying felicity with- 
out communicating it to others, he married the 
beantifal DrRIAI, whoſe eyes reſembled thoſe of 
the dove for mildneſs, whilſt her hair, which was 
blacker than the plume of the raven, fell in ring- 
lets upon her ivory neck, and became her with a 
grace inexpreſſible. Their felicity was mutual, 


and APRAOULF, who now thought himſelf ſecure 
of happineſs, indulged the moſt ſanguine hopes. 


Fortune 
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favourite, and for a time every thing ſucceeded to 


his wiſhes. He was ſoon bleſſed with a daughter, 
to whom he gave the name of Fespan. Her 


dawning charms promiſed one day to equal thoſe 


of her mother, and every year ſeemed to add. to 


the graces of her perſon. . ABR AOL r however 
could not think his happineſs compleat till he had 


a ſon. His wiſhes were favourably : heard by 


heaven; DERIAI, was delivered of a boy; to 


whom he gave the name of AnAL, and the birth 


was celebrated with een rejoieings and 
ſeſtivity. g l af bath vl:. 


ArRAOUIr, though he had acquired conſider- 
able wealth, ſtill thought he had not er ough;: the 
increaſe of family made an increaſe of riches ne- 
ceſſary, and this was his motive for undertaking 


a long voyage, in order to furniſh himfelf with 


precious ſtones of the greateſt value at an incon-- 

ſiderable price. He could not however bear the 
thoughts of being ſeparated from his beloved Dz- 
RIAL, and his ſon and daughter ; ; ſo he reſolved 
to take them with him. Here the adverſe fortune 
of ABRAOULF began, His voyage was indeed 
proſperous at firſt, - but before he reached olconda, 
the place of his deſtination, a violent ſtorm aroſe : 
the ſhip ſoon ſprung a leak, and notwithſtanding 
all the care of the mariners, who exerted their 
utmoſt efforts, was in a ſhort time buried, in, the 
deep. The unfortunate Apr aouLr beheld his 


difficulty 
Y 


Fortune ſeemed to have ſingled him out as her 


wife, ſon, and daughter periſh, and with much 1 i 5 
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difficulty eſcaped death by ſwimming. When he 
at laſt reached the ſhore he was quite faint and 
ſpent with fatigue, and thinking himſelf upon the 
point of death, ſaid the five prayers which the 
alchoran appoints to be uſed on that occaſion : 
theſe he repeated with ſuch fervour, that he was 
over-heard by a muezin, whe happened to paſs 
that way. 


'The bed man eompiſio onated his diftreſs, and 
cauſed him to be immediately carried to his houſe 
in a neighbouring village. The muezin imme- 
diately ordered his ſervants to put the ſtranger to 
bed, and take particular care of him. ABN AOULr 
ſept ſoundlx during the night; but in the morn- 
ing he awoke in the utmoſt dejection of ſpirits, 
his ſoul was ſtill filled with the idea of DERIAI, 
his daughter FesDan, and his ſon ABDAL; and 
fo great was his ſorrow for their loſs, that he fre- 
quently called them aloud by name, and not find- 
ing them, threw himſelf again upon the bed in 
all the agonies of deſpair. The muezin viſited 
him ſoon after, and enquired into the cauſe of 
his perturbation of mind: ApraovuLy gave him 
a circumſtantial account of all th | 
him ſince his departure from Y;/apour : the muezin, 
who was perfect in the language of the mag! of the 
Indies, and had been initiated in all the myſteries 
of predeſtination, defired ApraovLy to be of 

good chear, and always confide in 'ALLan, and 
His holy prophet ManowueT. ,* ABraouLy, 


| aid he, you think you have left your abiſe, Jon, and 
| daughter, 
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daugbier, but ALLAH may reſtore them to you, ohen 
yon leaſt expect it. You are a maſter in your bufineſs, 
go to the capital of Golconda, and you will find em- 
ployment.” While ſpeaking thus he put ſix rupees 
into the hand of ABR A Our, who immediately 
ſet out for the capital of Golconda, after having 
thanked the kind muezin for his favours =» 


 ABRaovLF, upon his arrival at the capital of 
Golconda, was immediately employed by Mon- 

sou, one of the moſt eminent jewellers in the 
city: by his induſtry he acquired enough to make 
himſelf perfectly eaſy, if he had been capable of 
enjoying any happineſs ; but the remembrance of 
his beloved DERIAI conſtantly intruded upon his 
mind, and repoſe was totally baniſhed from his 
breaſt, £ | | 


Being wearied with the fatigues of buſineſs, and 
tormented with anxiety of thought, he one night 
threw himſelf upon the bed almoſt in deſpair. A 
deep ſleep ſoon took poſſeſſion of all his faculties ; 
and whilſt he lay in warm repoſe, ſtreaming glo- 
ries all on a ſudden burſt from the ſkies, and 
EFFENDIATH, the ſpirit of peace, appeared be- 
fore him. © ABRaoOULF, ſaid he, you have doubt- 
ed too much of the goodneſs of ALLAH, from whom you 
and all created beings derive their exiſtence ; you thought 
that your wife, ſon, and daughter periſhed in the ſea ; 

but the ſame omni potent Being that preſerved you, has 

Javed them from deſtruction. ABRAaOULF, animated 

by this dream, roſe in the morning with great 
alacrity 


90 I 
alacrity of ſpirits, and upon walking into the 1 
« largeſt ſquare in the city, was greatly ſurpriſed at 
meeting a man who ſold faquai, as he had long 
before known him in an opulent ftate at Y7/apour. 0 | 
This poor man, whoſe name was Tor Al, intreat- 
ed him to repoſe himſelf for a while at his houſe, 
telling him that he would there meet with ſome 
unfortunate people from his own country, Who 3 
had narrowly eſcaped ſhipwreck upon the coaſt of 3 
| | Golconda, ABRAOULF entered, and his joy was 
| equal to his ſurprize, when he beheld DERIAT, 
il Fespan, and ABpal; he embraced them with 
a tranſport not to be expreſſed ; and having made A 
a handſome preſent to Top Al, took a houſe, and | 
lived bleſſed with every domeſtic happineſs, wait- 
ing patiently the call of the angel of death. 
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1 MUSIDORUS 
4 And 


ABDALLA 


—— 


N the city of Bagdad, during the reign of the 

caliph Harxoun ALrascneD, lived Mus1- 
DORUS, the ſon of SoLyman, one of the moſt 
wealthy ſubjects in the Ea; fortune ſeemed in 
his younger days to mark him out for greatneſs ; 
ar.d on his entrance into manhood, honour point- 
ed out the paths of glory; wiſdom directed all the 
words -of his lips, and humanity alone had the 
charge of his heart: the beams of the morning 
awoke him to pleaſure, and the ſhades of the even- 
ing prepared him for content.—In this happy 
ſituation Mus ibox us ſaw the revolving courſe of 
three hundred moons, when the fates, who have 
the diſpoſal of all human felicity, permitted the 
ſtorms of adverſity to beat againſt his roof, and the 
if | ſource 


[ 92 ] | 
ſource of his happineſs to murder his repoſe. He 3 
had juſt wedded AbELIZ ARA, the daughter of . 
OR As Mix, in whoſe virtues he treaſured up the 
bleſſings of his life, and in whoſe beauty he had 
ſettled all the tranſport of his heart. She was 
fair as the daughters of Paradiſe and comely as 
the cedar on the hills; her breath was more pure 
than the pales of the morning, and the glance of 


3 


the eagle was leſs piercing than her eye: her voice 2 
was more ſweet than the murmur of the waters, 2 
and her boſom was as ſoft as the down upon the 3 
ſwan. The love of Musipoxus was more to her 3 


than beauty, and the happineſs of her huſband 2 
was dearer than her own. | 


But the third moon had ſcarce gone down upon 
| their nuptials, when jealouſy poſſeſſed the heart o 
Mustpoaus; he fancied himſelf funk in the af- 4 


j fetion of Ap ELIZ ARA, and imagined that ano- 1 
ki ther had an acceſs to the pleaſures which only be- F 
0 longed to himſelf, Conſcious of her own inno- : 
; | cence, and a ſtranger to the ſentiments of Mus1- 1 

. DORVs, the expreſſions of ADELIZARA were open I 
| as the day, and her actions undiſguiſed as theſunz 
i ſaving that the younger brother of her huſband | 
i having, upon a particular occaſion, been forbid- | 
Mi den the houſe, AbELIZ Axa uſed to admit him 
| ſometimes diſguiſed into her apartment, till ſhe 
* had an opportunity of effecting a reconciliation. 


This perſon the infatuated Musrpokus looked 

upon as the betrayer of AbPLIZ ANA, and the 
deſtroyer of his own honour; and tortured to 
= 36 ; | madneſs 
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madneſs with the moſt violent paſſion of the hu- 
man breaſt, impatiently longed for an opportuni- 
ty ab ſacrificing him to his vengeance. This re- 
ſolution he kept as ſecret as the night, and dif. 
guiſed as myſteries of the Alcoran; *till obſerving 
the ſuppoſed ſtranger coming in by a back way, 
muffled up in the ſhades of the evening, and the 
| ſecurity of a habit unknown to any but himſelf; 
he drew his ſabre, and making a ftroke at his 
head, quickly brought him to the ground, and 
fell upon the body himſelf with the force of the 
blow ; when, before he could recover himſelf, 
the brother, who ſtill had ſome ſtrength left, ſup- 
poſing him to be a deſperate robber, drew a dag- 
ger from his ſide, and plunged it in the heart of 
Mvus1D0RUs,. who gave a —_ groan and ane 
expired. 


This unhappy incident was not ſo flently Mey. 
ated, but ſome of the ſervants overheard it, who 
running out with lights, found their maſter mur- 
dered, and, to their greateſt aſtoniſhment, his bro- 
ther lying by him diſguiſed, and weltering in his 
blood. The unfortunate tidings, alas! too ſoon 
reached the ears of the wretched ApELIZ AA, 
who, frantic for the death of a huſband ſhe loved 
to diſtraction, immediately ordered the greateſt 
care to be taken of ABDALLA, that he might be 
able to appear before the Cady as ſoon as poſſible, 
and account for the murder of Musi1poxus. A 
few days, as the wound was far from mortal, pret- 


ty well recovered him ; and the caliph ra 
ers 
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ders he ſhould be brought before himſelf. What- 
ever ABDALLa could offer in his own defence, be- 
fore the commander of the faithful, was of very 
| little effect, as the circumſtances of the diſguiſe, 
5 and the former quarrel with Musipokus, were 

produced as corroborating evidence, tho* ApbELI- 
it ZARA herſelf particularly ſpoke to the affair of the 
it diſguiſe ; the wretched ABDALLA was ordered for 
immediate execution, and condemned to have his 
head ſet upon the higheſt gate of the city of Bag- 
dad, The unfortunate youth heard his ſentence 
with the greateſt reſignation, and behaved with a 
* decent kind of dignity, that melted all the ſpecta- 
| i tors into tears : he fervently called upon the moſt 
high for a proof of his innocence, tho? at the 
|. ſame time he confeſſed the juſtice of the caliph in 
Uh condemning him to death, ſince every appearance 
"i made ſo ſtrongly againſt him ; but he ſaid, that 
0 the God of his forefathers, heli eye is not 
. - bounded, nor whoſe knowledge circumſcribed, 
1 could eaſily ſee into the bottom of his heart, and 
| - ſhew how innocent he was of ſaudi an accuſation, 
it and how faithfully he related the whole of the 
"oh melancholy ſtory ; and concluded with. ſaying, 
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| | am doomed inftantly to appear; if thy unbounded gaod- 
| ' | neſs ſhall think proper to clear up the innocence of a 
0 - avretched youth, condemned for the murder of a brother 
j | Che feucerely lowed, O now exert thy almighty influence, 


i Hour! 20% fitteſt in the preſence of the, everlaſting 
il | God, preſerve the reputation of a. Maſſelman from being 
{ik Ks | handed 
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4 «© Thou everlaſting power, in whoſe awful preſence I 


and fnaich him from deflrudtion l and thou; O Ma- 
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handed down to ſucceeding ages, with the hated mention 
of the blackeſt crime! 


His prayer was heard; the ſeven heavens open- 
ed, and AL LA beheld him with an eye of mercy : 
a clap of thunder ſhook the palace, and, lo! there 
appeared the very form of the buried Musibok us. 
ApELIZ ARA ſhrieked, and fainted ; the caliph 
himſelf was ſurprized to the greateſt degree, and 
ABDALLA was the only perſon undiſmayed at ſo 
extraordinary an apparition. At length the con- 
courſe being a little more compoſed, the ſpectre, 
addrefling himſelf to ABDALLA began For- 
give, O ABDaLLa! the infatuation of the wretched 
Mus1DoRus, who thinking thee a willain that had 
ſtained his honour in the perſon of ADELIZARA, by a 
too haſty fury had condemned thee to death but the 
righteous powers, who knew her virtue and thy in- 
nocence, juſtly puniſhed the intended murderer, who 
net his doom where he had purpoſed thine. And O ! 
F thou car'fl pardon, take care of hapleſs ADEL1%z a= 
RA, and afſure her, that till ſbe forgives, the bitter 
tree of Zacon is the ſole repaſt of Mus1DoRus ; and 
that the man who doated on her to death in this life, 
can newer ceaſe to love her in the next.” This ſaid, 
the ſpirit vaniſhed in a cloud of ſmoke, and left 
the crouded palace in amaze. 


The innocence of ABDALLA being atteſted by 
ſo extraordinary an evidence, he was immediate- 


: ly ſet at liberty; and the caliph ſhewed him af- 


terwards the greateſt inſtances of his favour, and 
ordered 


* 


) 56 
[96] 
ordered the whole ſtory to be written in the re- 
cords of Bagdad.—ABDaALLa retired to the houſe 
of his deceaſed brother, and paſſed the remain- 
der of his days in the moſt diſintereſted ir 
with ADELIZARA. 
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O-HU, king of Ethiopia, was one day told, 
that there was in his dominions a man, 
who was ſo great an enemy to lying that he al- 
ways told truth. The king had a mind to have 
him near his perſon, and made him his maſter. of 
Ihe horſe. A courtier of ſo extraordinary a cha- 
Iracter, ſoon found enemies enough; they watched 
all opportunities to ruin him, but in vain; the 
ing was a prince not eaſy to be impoſed upon, 

and having often made trial of his maſter of the 

horſe, and always found his veracity unſhaken, 
e gave him a ſurname in reference to fo excel- 


ent a quality, and called him Zabick, or teller 
pf truth, 


The prime miniſter of this monarch was named 
TamcRY, and was of all others the moſt inve- 
erate foe to poor Zavick ; but not being able 
o gratify his ill-will, he one day diſcloſed to his 
laughter IpRIs, his unoaſinels upon that account. 
F Torts, 


98 
Ip xis, who equalled her father in malice, ſaid t to 
him, My dear father, ceaſe to affii yourſelf ; if 
you are abſolutely determined to bring ZaD1ick into diſ- 
grace, leave the care of it to my management, and I 
promiſe you I will bring him under a neceſſity of telling 
a lie to the king.” Do whatever you will, daugh- 
ter, ſaid the prime miniſter, only let me have the plea- 
fure of bringing down this contemptible upſtart.“ 


Iris dreſſed herſelf in her richeſt cloaths, and 
having added to her natural beauty all the advan- 
tages which art could give it, ſhe went from her 
father's one night, to the maſter of the horſe's 
houſe ; when ſhe came there, ſhe told the ſervants | 
ſhe wanted to ſpeak to Zabick about an affair of 
very great importance; they conducted her to 
their lord's apartment: ſhe found him fitting on 
a ſofa, ſaluted him, threw off the veil that cover- 

ed her face, and ſat down by him without ſaying 
a ſingle word. 3 


2 21 


Zabick, who had never ſeen ſo beautiful a 
woman before, was in a rapture of aſtoniſhment ; | 
and the lady, who came thither only to inſpire | 

him with love, ſpared no means to accompliſh her ö 
deſign. When ſhe was perſuaded his paſſion was 
become violent, and that he would be fooliſh and 
fond enough to do any thing to obtain his deſires, 
ſhe ſpoke to him as follows: O Zavick! 35 ; 
not ſurpriſed that a lady who loves you, is come in the 
night to ſee you. I will be kind too; but firſt you nuſt | 
grant me one favour,” © N madam, replied Z a- a | 
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ſires, 
e 


in the 


7 muſt | f 
Za- 


ick, | 


„ „ i. 
DICK, only name it. I have a fifter, ſaid IDr1s, 
who is at preſent breeding, and ſhe has an unaccount- 
able longing for the heart of an horſe ; I beſeech you to 
kill me one of the fatteſt in the king's ſtables, and let me 
have that fart home with me; in return for which, 


1 will grant whatever you defere."” *6 My dear crea- 
ture, ſaid: ZADICK, do. yon conſider what yuu aſk ? 
the horſes committed to my care the king has the greateſt 


value for, and ſhould the leaſt miſchance happen to any 


one of them, I ſhould be ruined. I will purchaſe the beſt 
horſe in Ethiopia for your ſiſter, and cut the heart out 
for her, if that will do. i Alas ! ſaid Ipkls, it 


zs for. one , the royal borſes my fifter longs. If the king 
ſhould miſs the beaſt, .you need. only tell him, that hav- 


ing found him fick, and paſt all hopes of recovery, you 


bought beſt to kill him, left he ſhould infect the reft of 


the cattle ; Juch is your character, that the king will 
certainly take your word yo it, and even 1 commend Jour 
SO Mio: 


The words widde ZaDick denn to waver: 


IpRis perceiving the uncertainty he was in, re- 


newed her attacks, and careſſed him in ſo moving 
a manner, that he condeſcended to her requeſts, 


They went both of them to the king's ſtables; 


there Ipals ſaid to :Zavick,.. . dear lord, 
fence you have granted me this favour, pray let me have 
it entire; oblige me ſo far as to cut the throat of this 
black horſe, ſet apart from the reft.” * Indeed, ma- 
dam, ſaid Zavick, you now try my love too ſewerely; 


the beaft you have pitched upon is that which the king 
holds at the greateſt price.” Io RIs threw, her arms 
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L 100 ] , 
round his neck; Zabick for ſome time reſiſted, 
but in the end the lady prevailed, and the horſe 
was killed on the ſpot. 


In conſequence of this, the prime miniſter's 
daughter ſtayed with the maſter of the horſe all 
night. In the morning the heart was delivered 
to her, and ſhe went exulting home to her father. 
& See, fir, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe came into his 


preſence, I have got the better; here's the heart of 


the king's favourite horſe, which I prevailed upon 
ZADICK to cut out laſt night. Do you think he will 
ever own it to his majeſty 2” «© My child, ſaid the 
prime miniſter, you haue done the buſineſs : I will 
inſtantly go to court. He was as good as his word; 
told Co- the adventure, without letting him 
know how nearly he was concerned in it. 


While Tancry was making this recital, A 


| maſler of horſe was at home, and being by that 


time come to himſelf, fell into the moſt bitter re- 
flections on the raſh action he had committed the 


night before. Good God! ſaid he, how woid of 


ſenſe are men, to give themſelves up, with ſuch blind 
Fury, to their paſſions. What fhall I Jay to the king, 
avhen he miſſes his horſe ? Suppoſe I tell him a lie, and 
ſay the horſe died, will he not ſuſpect me of a falſe- 
' hood ? May I not be found out in one, and will not 
ſhame and puniſhment be the conſequence ® But ſup- 
going 1 ſhould never be diſcovered, muſt I not always 
be conſcious to myſelf of having deceived a perſon that 
confided in me ? and ſhall I not, by ſuffering myſelf 


ONCE 


n 
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once to tell an untruth, - acquire the habit of telling lies 
frequently ? I avill not ſcreen one fault, by committing 
a greater. No; I will tell ny royal maſter the met- 
ter of fact: he may then ſay I was raſh and indiſcreet, 
but he cannot ſay 1 am baſe and wicked.” While he 
was taken up with theſe diſmal thoughts, the 
king ſent for him. He inſtantly went to the pre- 
ſence-chamber, and there found the prime-miniſ- 
ter, his implacable enemy. 


« Maſter of the horſe, ſaid Co-nHu, I intend 10 
divert myſelf to-day. in the foreſt : go and ſaddle my 


Ine black hunter,” Then Zavick, throwing } him- 
ſelf at the king's feet, ſpoke as follows: La. 


nigbt, fir, as I was ſitting in my chamber, there came 
to me à lady in a veil; when ſhe uncovered herſelf, 1 
never ſaw any thing half fo charming : ſhe cargfſed 
met in the fond: 1 manner, and when ſhe perceived ſpe 
had inflamed my defires, ſhe promiſed to ſatisfy them, 
if I would before-hand give her the heart of your black 
horſe. For ſome time ] reſiſted the temptation, but at 
length my paſſion proved too ſtrong for my reaſon : 
own I committed a great crime in this, and I deſerve. 
the moſt exemplary puniſhment ; but I will not tell a lie 
to ſcreen myſelf from it, There, fir, is my ſabre, and 
here is my head.” 


The king turned towards the prime miniſter, 
and aſked him in what manner he ought to deal 
with Zapick. *© Sir, anſwered Ta uRY, I am 
of opinion, that he ought to be burnt to death over 2 


ow fire.” * I differ from you, ſaid Co-nv.” 
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[ 102 ] 
Then the king, addreſſing himſelf to the maſter 
of the horſe, ſaid as follows: O Zavick, 7 
am charmed with thy love of truth. Thou haſt. indeed 
been guilty of a great aweahneſs, in giving way to the 


 follicitaticns of an evil woman ; but thou haſt ſhewed 


thy/elſ incapable of that ſource of all vices, Iying, by. 
thy ingenuous conf ton of thy fault. I pardon thee for 
the leſs of my horſe, becauſe thon haſt not by any mean 
excuſe endeavoured to illude the puniſhment it deſerwes, 
and in reward of thy integrity, J order thee ten thouſand 
pieces of gold, and the richeſt ſuit in my wardrobe.” 


When Tamcxy ſaw that the maſt of the horſe 


came off in a manner ſo different from what he in- 
tended; and that his daughter had proftituted her- 
ſelf to no purpoſe, in order to ſatisfy the hatred 


| he had conceived againſt him, he was ſeized with 
profound melancholy, of which he died in a few 
days: and Zapick, as a further reward for his 


love of truth, was appointed to ſucceed him in 
the mou of prime miniſter. 
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HUSSENDGIAR 
The HRMIT. 
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] N the plains of Anatolia lived i in times of yore 


the ſage HussznDGiar, retired from the 
world, and free from all the cares which perplex 
the breaſts of thoſe, who, miſled by avarice 17 
ambition, make wealth or glory their idol. He 
applied his heart ſolely to wiſdom, and meditated 
day and night upon the Khoran. The more he 
ſtudied the book of glory, the more was his ar- 
dour for the knowledge of heavenly things increaſ- 
ed; and ſuch was the happineſs he enjoyed in the 
retirement of repoſe, that the bliſs of Paradiſe, 


Which ManomeT has promiſed to the faithful, 


ſeemed to be prehigured by it; and the joys he 
was poſſeſſed of in this world, gave him a fore- 
taſte of the pleaſures reſerved for him in the next. 


His tranquillity, however, was at length in- 
terrupted: the plains of Anatolia were laid waſte 
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by alt the horrors of war; and HussENDGIAR 


himſelf beheld, from a ruined tower, the hoſtile 
encounter of two armies. He was an eye-witneſs 
to-carnage that filled his ſoul with horror; and 
could not forbear exclaiming, ** Heavens! wwhere- 
Here were men created to deſtroy each other! Hob can 


"<4 righteous God ſuffer that human nature ſoould deface 


itfel, * 


The ind of HussEnDG1aR was, from that 
day, filled with ſcruples and inquietude. He loſt 
his former ſerenity, by pondering upon the ways 
of Providence: the maze appeared to him inex- 
tricable, and quite confounded his underſtanding. 
Being conftantly wrapped up in theſe contem- 
plations, he one day fell into a profound ſleep ; 
whereupon the angel GABRIEL appeared to him, 
and addrefled him in the following terms: 


« Thou haft doubted of the divine wiſdom and good- 
neſs, on account of ſome appearances of evil which thy 
limited underſtanding could not explain. Men were © 
not made to dvell for ever upon earth ; therefore it is 
wiſely ordained by the Almighty, that all human Bliſs 
ſfhould be imperfect. I will now fhew you the place 
awhere, alone, unmixed happineſs can be expected. 
So faying, the angel gave HusSENDGIaAR a view 
of the glories of Paradiſe ; and ſuch an impreſſion 

did the viſion make upon his mind, that it was 
ever after raiſed above all human pleaſures and 
pains; and he retained a full conviction, that 
evil is neceſſary in a NAY ſtate, in order to 

wean 


* 


yu Wo 


_—_ 


„ . 
wean man from it, and that mortals ſhould expect 
no true felicity till the angel of death has put a 
period to their days. He ſoon reſumed his former, 
tranquillity and compoſure of mind, and lived 
happier in his cell than monarchs in their palaces. 


The calms of life are never laſting. Hoss EN D·U 
GIAR's peace was once more to be diſturbed. The 
prince Mugzix, being fatigued in purſuit of the 
foe, happened to take ſhelter at the cottage cf 
HussENDGlaR, With whoſe converſation he was 
ſo delighted, that he reſolved to keep him always 
about his perſon, and confer on him diſtinguiſhed 
honours. This preferment Huss ENDGIAR would 
have willingly declined: a court had no eharms 
for him. However, he could not reſiſt the im- 
portunities of the prince; and, the war being 
over, accompanied him to his court. He had not 
been long there when envy filled the breaſts of the 
courtiers, who could not bear to ſee an obſcure 
hermit in equal credit with themſelves. The 
vizier ABDELAZ1zZ, above all, ſought his ruin, 
and every day laid new ſnares for him ; but ſuch 
was his integrity, that he always found it eaſy to 
juſtify his conduct. The prince, being fully ſa- 


tisfied of the malice of ABDELAZ Iz, would have 


puniſhed him: whereupon Husstxpciar gave a 
new proof of his worth by interceding for him, 
and procuring his pardon, This laſt trial over, 
HusszNDOIAR lived unmoleſted *till the death of 
the prince: the love of retirement then took poſ- 
ſeſſion of his heart, and he returned to his former 
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ALMORADDIN, Do GAN DAR, 


and HANIF. 


N the neighbourhood of Mecca lived former- 
ly an induftrious peaſant, whoſe name was 
ABoucar. He had three ſons, named AlL Mo- 
RADDIN, DoGanDarR, and HAN IT. Theſe he 


educated in a religious obſervance of all the 


precepts of the law : they ſhared with him in all 
his labours, and, by their joint endeavours, they 
all four. procured a ſubſiſtence adequate to their 


deſires. ABOUCAF, when he was dying, called 


his three ſons to his bed ſide, and addreſſed them 
in the following terms : ** My /ons, live in conſtant 


anion, cultivate with care the farm which I leau 
you it will abundantly ſupply you with all the neceſſa- 


ries of life. Let the book of Glory be the chief ſtudy 
and delight of your ſouls, and the chief object F your 
attention : in all the various caſualties of life depend 
upon it alone, My life draws near its end: I already 
behold the angel ef death approach.—F. arewel ; remem- 


Ber 
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ber the advice I have given :—adore the great Creator 
of the univerſe, and revere ManomerT his prophet.” 
Having uttered theſe words, he expired ; and his 
ſons buried him with true filial piety, 


For ſome time they, followed the wiſe advice 
which he had given them : but one day, as they 
were at work in their farm, a queſtion was agi- 
tated amongſt them, which gave occaſion to all 
the misfortunes that afterwards befel them. The 
diſpute was concerning what was moſt deſirable, 
and what ſhould be the firſt wiſh of each. M Mo- 
RADDIN, as he was of an aſpiring temper, de- 
clared that power was the chief object of his de- 
fires: Docanpar. who was of a more ſordid 
turn of mind, owned that his wiſhes concentered 
in the poſſeſſion of wealth; and Hanie ſighed for 
the enjoyment of beauty. No ſooner were theſe 


different wiſhes uttered, but a genie appeared to 


them, and addreſſed them as follows: “ Sons of 
ABoucar, your wiſhes are heard: I am a genie that 
frefiges over fortune, and will engage to procure you 
the accompliſhment of your defires, if you do not chuſe to 
retract them, as mortals often wiſh for what, in the 
end, proves the cauſe of their deſtruction.” The three 
brothers perſevering in their wiſhes, the genie 
preſented to each of them a taliſman, whereon 
were engraved certain magic characters, and bid 
khem repair to Bagdad. ALMORADDIN had not 
Long reſided there, till, by virtue of the taliſman 
he had received from the genie, he attracted the 
notice of the caliph Haroun AL RASCH, and 
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was by him ſent to govern a diſtant province, | 
which being attacked by the Tartars, he defended - 


it bravely, and repulſed them with great ſlaughter. -.. 


This raiſed the jealouſy of the vizier, who after- 
wards found means to perſuade the caliph, that 
the intention of ALMoRaDpin was to make him- 


ſelf a party, and ſhake off the yoke of obedience. 


| Hereupon Haroun ALRasSCHID, who was ex- 


tremely jealous of his authority, ſent for him to 
Bagdad, and, without hearing him ſpeak in his 
own defence, cauſed him to be beheaded. - 


Doc AN DAR, after having acquired great riches 
by commerce, at laſt periſhed in a voyage which 
he made in queſt of new gain. 


The fate of Hanie was, perhaps, more wretch- 
ed than that of either of his brothers. He mar- 
ried the beauteous RouschEx, and for ſome time 
their felicity was mutual and extreme. But the 
fiend jealouſy, which ſo often changes the happi- 
neſs of lovers into bitterneſs, at laſt put an end to 
their bliſs. . 


? 


One of the chief perſons of the court of Bagdad, 


named OcLovr-Kan, having ſeen Rovscaen, 


and being enchanted with her beauty, found 


means, by corrupting the ſlaves of Hanie, to 


procure ſeveral interviews with . wife, who, 
got her fidelity 

to her huſband. HAN ir, having one day ſeen 
OcLove-Kan retire from his wife, fell upon her 
in 


[ 110 ] 
in a tranſport of rage, plunged a dagger in her 
breaſt, and immediately after ſtabbed himſelf in 
deſpair. 585 | 
Thus did theſe three brothers owe their ruin to 
the completion of their wiſhes. 
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FIRNAZ and MIRVAN. 


Y n OWE WY 
—_ 


1 N the earlier ages of the world, mankind 


knew no other ties but thoſe of nature. No 


| throne was then erected upon the ruins of liberty, 


and no men were taught hke the ſavage of the 
foreſt to bow. the neck, to force, and uſurpation. 

The earth covered with riches ſupplied a healthful 

and harmleſs repaſt, and at once gave her inhabi- 
tants ſecurity and content. 


In thoſe happy times it was, that fortune had 
ſhowered down its gifts upon MixvAN, who took. 
up his reſidence by the borders of the Caſpian ſea. 
Here in a country replete with every convenience 


that could ſupply neceflity, and every charm that 


could invite the eye, be enjoyed, or might have 
enjoyed uninterrupted tranquillity. He was rich, 
but he was not happy; wiſdom requires no a- 
bundance to make man content. Though the 
education of this youth was cultivated with all 
n aſüduity, yet his natural impatience 

taught 


r ; 
taught him to ſpurn the bleſſings with which he 'F 


{ was ſurrounded, and carried his wiſhes even be- 3 
F yond the capacity of nature to ſatisfy. His ſoul 1 
4 ſoon ſaw only a diſguſting uniformity in the good 1 
4 which he enjoyed. What remedy for a pain that 4 
1 ſeemed uncurable? though Nature be ever ſo 1 
5 indulgent, ſhe 1s poor to the deſiring ſon of folly. 3 
pl One day fatigued with winding through all the q 
© mazes of his anxious deſires, he inſenſibly fell a- 4 
| 4 ſleep. FI RN AZ, the king of the Genii, had com- 1 
. paſſion upon his wretched ſituation, and under- I 
1 took to cure him of his illuſions, by convincing 
1 his imagination in a dream of truths he had ſeem- - 
1 ed to deſpiſe when waking. | Tk I 
1 Mizvan fancied himſelf placed on hs ſommit E. 
of of a mountain, where, leaning againſt the trunk £ 
7 of a ſpreading cedar, he enjoyed at one view, all 3 
* the poſſeſſions of his anceſtors, which covered the A 
* valley beneath. But far from regarding this 3 
4 wealth with joy, he burſt into complaint and in- 2 
| | vective. Ailauſted by a thouſand - different de- 4 
i fires, he walked forward with an uncertain pace, 9 
7 when ſuddenly his eyes were ſtruck with a light 2 

i that ſeemed more than terreſtrial, His -ſur- 4 
A prize was ſtill encreaſed by the appearance of i a 1 
5 cloud with all the beautiful variations of the 3 
| # rainbow, which Fignaz, king of the Genit, Z 

1 conducted to the place where the diſcontented 
| if youth was ſtanding; and thus addreſſed him. 
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' redreſs.” Encouraged by the voice, the youth 


returned ; ** The dull uniformity of my condition is in- 
ſupportable 3 the morning differs not from the night, 
and to-day reſembles yeſterday ; all my life appears but 
a moment lengthened by diſguſting repetition. The valley 


and the foreſt are ftripped of their beauty, in my eye, 
Even the charms of the beauteous THYRZA herſelf, 


are no ws N fence foe has bleſt me with en- 
7 2 ts? . 


„ PFawourable genius, continued he, for thy looks 
beſpeak thy compaſſiag, change the country which we 
ior re/embling that pofſefſed by 
thoſe beings who re) 7% Bove the flars. Let it contain 
an abftract of all thoſe beauties which are diſperſed 
round the creation, that all may flatter my ſenſes, and 
that my foul may have entire fruition in all that i ima- 
gination can conceive of pleaſure.” 


He with'd, and the indulgent genius ſoon com- 
plied with his importunate requeſt. The face of 
nature grew ten thouſand times more beautiful 
than ever rapturous poet had fancied. The violet 
and the amaranthus ſprung up beneath their ſteps, 
The zephyr, enchanted with this delightful land- 


ſchäpe, wafted its odoriferous breath on every 
fide. —All that could gratify ſenſe or excite ſatiety, 


were there in profuſion. Mirvan now began to 


revive, he perceived himſelf placed upon a bed 


of roſes, over-ſhaded by a bower of neyer-fading 

green. In the enthuſiaſm of his rapture he aroſe, 

traverſed the * — with an haſty ſtep. 
| ä 


- £24] 
Here diſtracted in a variety of beauty, he ſeemed 
at a loſs what to prefer. The juicy anana, the 
delicate lotos, by turns, attract his hand and his 
eye; his ears are flattered by the conſort of the 
grove.— Like a weary traveller, our youthful com- 
plainant ſeemed now at eaſe, having come to the 
feat of deſtination. He had not wandered long 
in this idea) ſcene of beauty, when he diſcovered 
ſeven nymphs who fixed their regards upon him. 
— They moved with unſpeakable grace, and all 
their looks ſerved to inſpire pleaſure. crepe 
| ſaw and was enchanted with their beauty 
other charms of the country, now ſeemed Joſt in in 
the compariſon, The nymphs ſeemed to be con- 
ſcions of his paſſion, and aſſuming an air of mo- 
deſty, fled to the thickeſt ſhades, ſure of being 
purſued, 


Thus bleſt and bleſſing, he at firſt thought his 
- raptures would never end. But ſcarce were eight 
days paſſed in this abode, when the minutes be- 
gan to lengthen, and new wiſhes to interrupt his a 
happineſs. His ears were fatigued with continued 
harmony, his eyes with the repetition of beaux. 
The reaſoning principle ſeemed ſunk on the bed 
of ſloth, and the ſoul had no opportunity of vi- 
gorous exertion.— I deteſt, cried he, a life where 
nothing is found but ſoftneſs and eaſe, no variety 
to amuſe, no danger to excite reſolution. Ah! 
would Fixxaz but once more hear my prayer, it 
is not to ſ end my days in the arms of pleaſure, 


L I could wiſh to embark in greater raptures, I 
| could 
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could wiſh for power, as I ſee the plain without 
limits lying around me, I would deſire alſo to 
core, a people with unbounded authority. ? 


He had ſcarce ſpoken when an invißble arm 
ſeizing him inſtantly, tranſported him through 


: the air. He beheld a country without lmits, 


diverſified with foreſts of cedars whoſe tops ſeem- 
ed to reach the clouds, large riyers divided it, 


at once ſupplying an eaſy conveyance, and giving 


fertility. Beautiful cities were ſcattered up and 
down without number. All that you ſee, cried 


his conductor, is thine, Mirvan, with a joyful 
heart bowed to the ground, and thanked the in- 


dulgent genius. He ſcarce concluded this in- 
ſtance of gratitude, when he found himſelf in the 
midſt of a circle of heroes and ancient ſages, who 
choſe him their king, even before he had time to 


return from his aſtoniſhment. His brows were 


bound with a diadem, and the filver ſounding- 


- trumpet proclaimed his acceſſion among the peo- 
ple. The populace thronged around to kiſs the 


ſteps of his throne, while numberleſs camels came 
loaded with all the riches of the Eaſt, and the 


ſpices of the neighbouring Iſles. 


The ears of Mixvan were K YES "of with the 


martial notes of the trumpet, and the neighing of 


the horſes equipped for war: his heart began to 
beat for conqueſt, and as they who wiſh for ene- 
mies eaſily create them, he ſoon went to war; 
attacked the foe and was victorious. One con- 
queſt med only to induce him to wiſh for more: 

- he 


[ 116, Þ 
he went from victory to victory, till all his neigh- 
bours became tributary, or all their countries laid 
in ruin. He firſt then began to form the wiſh of 
a once famous European hero, namely, that of 
new worlds to conquer ; but the time approached 
that his vanity was to be humbled, A diſtant 
country that had, with jealous eyes, ſeen his pro- 
greſs in invading the liberties of others, began 
to fear for their own; a love of frectlom ſupplied 
them with both conduct and courage. They at- 
tacked the enemy of mankind with a force, which 
it was impoſſible to reſiſt, the army of ſlaves fell 
by Myriads: the hero now began to conſider that 
he was but a man; he fled for ſafety to the foreſt, 
alone, deſerted by the crowd of flatterers, and 
now given up a prey to famine, fatigue and his 
own reflections ſtill more mortifying than either. 
After a long journey he found himſelf in the midſt 
of a plain, incircled by a mountain. He repoſed 
himſelf on a bank by a glaſſy rivulet that poured 
from a neighbouring hill. The ſoul of Mixvan 
ſeemed all diſcord and confuſion : ** Wretch that I 
am, cried he, why was 1 born to this variety of aiftreſs ? 
avhy brought into the world to ſurvive every felicity ? 
the poor peaſant who feeds upon roots and water ; the 
ewandering Savage that hunts for a precarious meal is 
happier far than J; I will not, cannot ſurvive it“ 
He had ſcarce finiſhed, when throwing himſelf 
headlong into the water, he there expected to ter- 
minate a wretched exiſtence; when the fancied 
coldneſs of the waves, gave an inſtant ſhock which 
awaked him from his dream. Beſide him lay the 
I loyely 
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lovely TTR ZA, his favourite wife, more beauti- 
ful than the morning ; his attendants came with 
ſubmiſſive afſiduity, to know his pleaſure: in ſhort, 
he found all his poſſeſſions real, all his wants im- 
maginary, and ever after retained a proper ſhare. 
of gratitude, for the benefits he enjoyed from 
heaven, without once murmuring at its having 


"ew more indulgent to others, 
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n 


O VER the kingdom of Ca/mire reigned for- 
merly a prince named Sol MAN, who, in 
courage and abilities, ſarpaſſed all the monarchs 
of his age. Has chief care was to chuſe wiſe and 
able miniſters, and he long ſought, but ſought in 
vain, for a vizier capable of aſſiſting him in the 
"weighty affairs of government. An adventurer, 
named Movarrac, appearing at his court, ſoon 
attracted his attention: the luſtre of his eyes de- 
noted a ſuperior genius; and the king, upon 
converſing with him, diſcovered ſuch ſagacity in 
his anſwers, that he promoted him to the place 
of vizier, and found him capable of managing 
affairs of the higheſt importance. The adminiſtra- 
tion of Movarrac was unexceptionable ; and he 
ſoon became ſo popular, that the people, in their 
addreſſes to the holy prophet, joined to their pray- 
ers for the ſultan SoLYMan, prayers for the good 
vizier Movarrac. But villains, when poſſeſſed 


of ſhining talents, can eaſily aſſume the maſk of 
: virtue. 


Lo} : 
virtue, In the ſpace of a few years the virtuous 
SoLYMAN found that he had received into his 
palace, and loaded with favours, a man guilty of 
the blackeſt of all crimes. 


One night the angel GABRIEL an ne to him 
in a dream, and ſpoke to him as follows ; 


% SOLYMAN, your good intentions have procured 
you favour in the eyes of ALLA, and of his holy pro- 
pbet ManomeT. You have made many wiſe inſtitu- 
tions, and your ſubjects pray daily, that your reign may 
be prolonged : but there is one crime that you have 
neglected to make proper inquiry into. Murders have, 
with impunity, been committed in your dominions? thit« 
ty leagues from your capital lie interred the bones of the 
rich RusVANZCHAD, who was treacheroufly Hab bed 


by his gueſt.” 


This viſion made ſuch an impreſſon upon the 


mind of SoLYman, that he went the next day, 


with his vizier MovarFac, in order to diſcover 
the place. When they had proceeded about thir- 
ty miles from the capital, the king, perceiving a 
cavern, immediately reſolved to enter it, in a 
perſuaſion that the murdered perſon was interred 
therein. | 


"Having deſcended, he, by the light of torches, © 


diſcovered the) bones of a man; and turning to 
MovarFac, ſaid, *©* May ALLAH and our bely th 


| prophet, ewho have directed me to the bones, paint 8 


out 


8 
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out the willain who committed ſo enormous a crime.” 
Movarrac, who, through policy, adhered to 
virtue, but was intirely void of piety, thinking 
himſelf ſecure, anſwered, with the utmoſt uncon- 
cern, My lord, perhaps he flands before you.” 
Hereupon a voice was heard from the ground, 
which uttered words that ſtruck all preſent with 
horror and aſtoniſhment : The man, whoſe bones 
lie here, was murdered by the traitor Mouarrac, 
and the willain ALY, his afſeciate, ao ho, by that cruel 
deed, poſſeſſed themſelves of the treaſure of the too cre- 
dulous Rus vax z HAD. Oh, SOLYMAN, revenge 
his death !*” The ſultan immediately ordered 
Movarrac and Alx to be ſeized ; but the for- 
mer, having taken poiſon as ſoon as he heard the 
voice, dropt down dead: the latter met with the 
puniſhment due to his crime, being impaled alive, 


This ſurpriſing event amazed the vulgar, whilſt 
the ſages of Caſmire received from it new convic- 


tion, that all the evil which happens in the world 


is ſuperintended by an over-ruling Providence, 
whoſe ways are not to be traced by ſhort-ſighted 


mortals; 


U 
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N the city of Samarcand, while Jencnzcau 
ſwayed the imperial ſceptre of the E, lived 
Apa kae the ſon of Mirza; proſperity a- 
waited his call, and ſucceſs crowned all his en- 
deavours: nor was he deaf to the voice of virtue. 
His benevolence diffuſed itſelf far and wide, as 
the fragrance of the ſpicy groves waſted on the 
balmy wings of the eaſtern breeze. Azpartang 
the rich, the happy, and the virtuous, was eccho- 
ed from where the ſun firſt tinges the morning 
clouds with purple, to where his revolving . | 
riot ſinks i into the embraces of the Weſtern ocean. 


Amongſt the crouds who frequented bis houſe 
was one HAL, a man of 3708p mganan'y 
diſpoſition, and ſolitary turn of mind. W hen 
AB DALLAk one day had ſhewn him all his ſumpi- 
tuous apartments, and all the ſplendor af .immente 


riches, and aſked his opinion of hat ke H ;: he 
| T0 coldly; - <* AL LAH 6 047 Hrapdbe. ae my 
| G 


c/n 25 77 
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 evitneſſes, that J eſteem a ſolitary recluſe far happier 
than thee with all thy riches,” While ABDALLAH 


flood amazed at this reply, he thus continued — 


In the cwilds of Sara lives ALapin, the ſon of 
ABOULCASEM, the herbs of the field ſupply his table, 

and the running flream flares his thirſt ; regardless of 
the luxuries of life, he covets not the ſpices of Arabia, 
zor the glittering gems Irak. Content to him ſup- 

piles the place of riches, and a chearful mind the <vant 


of power :—ſon of Mirza, this is the man ache 


Nate J account far preferable to thine ; and ſo weuldjt 
thou thyſelf, could? thou be capable of enjeying the 


fveets of retirement.” 


He ceaſed, and his words left a deep impreſſion 
on the heart of his friend ; he became eager to 


try by experience the truth of what HaLy had 


ſaid; often would he ſend for him, and queſtion 
him more concerning the derviſe whom he had 


mentioned, *till at laſt he perſuaded himſelf that 


felicity reſided only in the ſcenes of ſimple nature; 
and ſoon actually put an end to his anxiety, by 
taking a ſudden journey unattended, to the place 
which had been pointed out to him for the habita- 


tion of ALA DIN. 


When firſt he arrived at the retreat, he was ſo 
well pleaſed with the unruffled calm of a ſolitary 
life, that hq thought himſelf more than compen- 
ſated for all the pleaſures he had left behind; but, 
alas l how unſtable are the reſolutions of youth! 


the daughter of vizicr ABDETAZzIZ, lovely as 
| one 


ee TR 


r 
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one of the Houri, had heard by ſome means of 
his retirement, and followed him into thoſe 


ſhades, to diſſuade him from ſo ftrange a reſolu- 
tion. Amiable as he was, it was no wonder ſhe 
had conceived a paſſion for his perſon. While he 


was muſing under the ſhadow of a tree, fanned. 


by the refreſhing evening breeze, ſhe approached 


him, and drew aſide her veil.— The ſight of ſo. 


much beauty (for he had never before beheld her, 
though ſhe had often ſeen him) was too ſtrong for 
the youthful heart of ABDALLAH; and when ſhe 
diſcovered herſelf, and told the motive of her 
journey, nothing could equal his perplexity. 
When he turned away from her, he retained his 
old reſolutions of quitting the world, but when he 
caſt a glance on her beauties, they were all over- 
thrown.— He was in this perplexing. ſituation, 
when the derviſe ALapin ſuddenly appeared, and 
(the lady withdrawing) thus addreſſed him: 


20 Wonder not, ſon of Mizz A, that I am fully in- 


formed of all that concerns thee : this night the prophet 


has wvifed me in a viſion for thy gate. In watn thou 
ſeekeſt to lead the liſe of a hermit, with the paſſions of 
a lever. Heaven, which bade day and night._ ſucceed 


each other, has appointed Wk ons for all things. The- 


ſequeſtered life of a derwviſe by no means ſuits the temper 
of a youthful mind; and that will pleaſe moſt, which 
can boaſt the greateſt variety. Purling Rreams, and 


- thick emboævering ſhades, may pleaje a wviile, but be- 


ing always the ſame, they ſoon became Jiſcafting to an 


active uind. Go then, my ſon, and while NP glows 
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an thy. cheek, and diffuſes its gentrons ardour thr ongh 
thy heart, be truly happy in a ſocial life : enjuy the 
innocent pleaſures, withoat running into the criminal 
exceſſes of the world; mate all thy fludies uſeful, all 
thy amuſements innocent; and let pleaſure be thy diver- 
fon, but virtue thy chief good. I hen, if in old age, 
thou art tired of the enjoyments.of this aworld, 'retire to 
Solitude oe reſt, and make ME ant 1 ſweeteſt 
Companion.” 


1 followed his advice; he returned 
to Samarcand, and eſpouſed the daughter of As- 
DELAZIZ; and that vizier ſoon after dying, he 
ſucceeded to his ofice, which he filled with uni- 
verſal applauſe, and enjoyed, till thirty times 
the revolving year had run its courſe ; then hav- 
ing loſt the partner of his bed, and growing old, 
he remembered the words of the derviſe, and once 
more withdrew to the ſolitude, which then exact- 
ly ſuited his condition; day ſucceeded day, and 
year rolled on after year in one continued ſcene of 
real felicity, and he glided down the current of 
time, on the gentle ſtream of a calm compoſure. 
At laſt the angel of death, by a quick and eafy 
_ tranſition, bore him to the gardens of Paradiſe, 
leaving behind him this uſeful lefon ; © That the 
morning of life ſhould be ſpent in acts of virtue, that 
the decline of it may be bleſſed wwith ſerentt;, and peace.” 
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HERE was among the caliphs one more 
than all the reſt renowned for the goodneſs 
and ſingularity of his temper J need not ſay to 
thoſe, who are converſant in the eaſtern hiſtogp, 
that his name was Harovn Ax Asehrb. Twas 
his cuſtom to walk unknown among his ſubjects; : 
and hear from their-owh mouths their grievances 
and their opinion of their rulers; He advanced 
and degraded according to theſe reports; perhaps 
ſometimes too haſtily, though always with an up- 
right purpoſe : and uſed to ſay, he Was the only 
Hvereign'who heard the thoughts of his People. 


One morning, about ſun-riſe, as he was walk- 
ing along the fide of a river, he ſaw an old man 
and his grandſon earneſt in diſcourſe. The boy 
in wantonneſs had taken a water worm out of the 
flags; and, having thrown it on the ground, had 
lifted up his foot to cruſh it. The old man pulled 
bim back, and juſt as the caliph came up was 

8 3 ſpeaking 


[ 126 ] 
ſpeaking to him thus. Boy, do not take azvay that 
which is not in thy power to give. He, who gave life 
to that in ſectk, gave it alſo to thee: how dareſt thou 
violate what ” beftowed. Shew mercy, and thou 
avilt find mercy." 


The caliph ſtopped, and hearing beggary and 
rags ſo eloquent, he ſtood aſtoniſhed! What is 
your name, and where is your habitation, ſaid he: 
the old man told him he was called . 
and pointed to his cottage. 


ou an hour a robe of ſtate was ſent to the cot- 
tage, officers attended, and ATELMOULE was told 
he was appointed vizier. 'They led him full of 
wender and confuſion to the caliph, he fell upon 
his face before the throne; and, without daring 
to look up, kiſſed the verge of the royal robe. 
Riſe, ATELMOULE, ſaid the caliph, you are next 
the throne: forget not your own leſſons. Shew 
mercy, and you ſhall find it.” W 


The man with aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe beheld 
the perſon with whom he had ſpoke in the morn- 

Mean time the 5 was warm; the worm, 
whoſe life the new vizier had ſaved, opened its 


ſheily back, and gave birth to a fly, that buzzed 
out and enjoyed his new born wings with rap- 


«+ - ? 


vizier; 3 and ſtung the creature. The mule pranced 
and 
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and threw his unaccuſtomed rider. The vizicr 


hung by a part of his robe, and was killed by a 


ſtroke of the creature's heel. 


The account was doe to the palace ; and 
even thoſe who had murmured at the ſudden ex- 
altation of the man, pitied that death he owed to 
his virtue: even Providence was cenſured ; fo 
daring and ſo ignorant is man: but the Caliph 


ſuperior to the reſt in virtue, as in office, lifting 


up his hands to heaven, cried, ** Bleſſed be thy /acred 
mme O prophet I decreed honours to ATELMOUT ES 
but theu haſt ſnatched him to thy paradije, 
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N the earlier ages of the world, all the inha- 

bitants of the earth were ſubject to FI RN AZ the 
genius of pleaſure. He was a good ſpirit, and 
favourite of the Moſt High. The air, the maun- 
tains, the woods, the rivers, the ſeas, and the. 
ſabterranean abyſs, obeyed his commands; the. 
nymphs, the ſylphs, and groves acknowledged his 
juriſdiction. To do ſervices to mankind was his 
greateſt ſatis faction; and no ſooner was an infant 
brought into the world, than he appointed proper 
guardians to incite the rifing mortal to virtue, or 
turn him from vice. 


But, of all his favourites, none ſhared a greater 
degree of his affections than Z MIN and GaLHIN- 
pa, two Children deſcended from the race of- 
kings, one the moſt ſenſible youth, the other the 
faireſt girl of all Circaſſa. As they ſurpaſſed their 


companions in merit, the genius was reſolved to. 


ſupply them with an adequate proportion of hap- 


pineſs, 


Len 
pineſs, and mutually bleſs them with each other. 
He inſpired Zxuix, as yet but a boy, with ſenti- 
ments of courage, juſtice, and virtue. He a- 
dorned Gal Hin ba with chatms, that none Ton 
behold without the moſt ardent ſenſibility,” 


TX a 38. 
But, in order to render the 3 of both 
ſtilt more com plete, the genius ſeparated the young 
prince at the earlieſt period from the breaſt of his 
fond mother, to where he could have no com- 
merce with the bewitching beauty of the oppoſite 
fex. A foreſt, remote from the habitations 'of 
men became his retreat. ” Inſtructors, the moſt ce 
lebrated, were appointed both for his morals, ex- 
erciſes, and amuſements. His mind Was formed 
by the moſt prudent counſels, and tinctured with 
every ſcferice, without its vain \ ſubtleties: that only 
ſerve to diſcourage and petplex. Tivo ſages, 
Whoſe ſongs had often engaged the attention en 
of the genius of the woods were particularly dear 
to him. Thoſe he heard with pleaſure, while i in 
the intervals of more ſerious ſtudy, they ſung the 
actions of heroes, and the diſtreſſes of ſaffering- 
virtue. Thus was his underſtanding form'd 67 
precepts, while the marily exerciſes ; gave frrength. 


and grace to his limbs, and in all theſe none could: | 


diſpute with him the victory. 


Tn every gueſture, every look ſomething noble N 


might be diſcovered, and. All his converſation ar 
nounced the heroe. Siriden years were expired; 


and as yet, he was ignorant, that there was a 
x more. 


& 4 
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more beautiful part of the creation hitherto con- 
cealed from his view. Fignaz had impoſed ſi- 
lence in this reſges upon all his attendants, nei- 
ther the voice of friendſhip, nor the love breath- 
ing lyre had yet told him any thing of the © happi- 
neſs of mutual love. | 


"2 While Zeman, thus unconſcious of the power 
of beauty, grew up in ſolitude, and advanced in 
wiſdom, Gar HIN DA was formed by FIR NAZ him- 
ſelf, to give perfect happineſs. She had, by the 
orders of the genius, been ſhnt up remote from 
men in a retired palace, where ſhe paſſed the firſt 
years of innocence among companions almoſt as 
fair, and quite as harmleſs as ſhe. Here ſhe ftray- 
ed among cool meadows and, refreſhing ſtreams, 
attended by. twelve nymphs, as beautiful and freſh 
as the morning; her young heart Was: not as yet 
agitated with any deſire, and virtue only had a 
power of giving her any emotions. She would, 
at proper intervals, deſcend from her palace of 
marble to a retired valley, and there with her lute, 
joined, to the ſweetneſs of her voice, celebrate the 
charms of piety, charity, content, and friendſhip, 
heſe were all the pleaſures ſhe knew, and even 
her dreams had never informed her that there were 
any ſtill greater. 


Ia the mean time, ſhe approached that period, 
when age has expanded every charm, Her de- 
fires ſeemed to encreaſe with her years, and ſhe 
found 1n her breaſt a chaſm. that friendſhip alone 

was 
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was not ſufficient to ſupply. She chanced to wan- 
der near a glaſſy fountain, the poliſhed ſurface re- 
flected back her beauties, Surprized ſhe Rood in 
ſilent contemplation of her charms... « Strange £ 
cried ſhe, to what purpoſe are all theſe charn ms, or why 
have I been made thus lovely. . The roſe is beautiful, 

to obtain a place in my boſom; the wialet ſheds perfume 
for me only, but why am I thus fair Am I only formed 
beautiful in vain ©”? It was thus the beautiful Gar- 
nix ba reaſoned with herſelf, while FIR x AZ, the 
guardian genius, concealed in. a cloud, attended 
the ſollequy. ooh „ wi . 


While Gal nixpA was thus agitated, Zemin 
felt not leſs ſtrong, though equally inconceivable 
emotions. His brow, once ſo ſerene, reſembled 
now the ſun hid in clouds. He ſought for ſoli- 
tude, and fled from his friends, who offered their 
company. Here he .uſually gave way to the tor- 
rent of his reflections, while Fix x AE his guardian, 
ſecretly and unobſerved, watched all his uneaſi- 
neſſes, and enjoyed his perturbation., ** Now, 
cried the genius, ndw. will be the time to gratify their 
deſires, and to make two of the moſt deſerving objedts 
an earth happy. - With what rapture ſhall I net enjoy 


their mutual aſtom ſpment at firſt meeting each other. 


Hew refined a pleaſure that of being able 10 Pleaſer P. 


Thus ſaying, be flew upon the 3 wing to 
where Gal Hix pA was enjoying a balmy ſlumber. 
A dream which had been produced by the genius, 
preſented to her imagination the image of the 

prince. 
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prince. She fancied him ſearching the foreſt in 
purſuit of a loſt friend with ſeeming inquietude, 
She ſeemed to fly ; ; and, while he appeared to 


| purſue, the illuſion was difſolved by her awakin 8. 


She had, in the” mean time, been eniſored 
while ſhe ſlept with a rapidity ſwifter than thought, 


to the retreat of the young prince, and upon a- 


waking, ſhe perceived nothing but what was 
ſtrange around. But, What were her emotions, 
when ſhe perceived approaching the very image 
that had been ſo lovely in her dream. She ſeem- 
ed quite diſordered, and the prince himſelf ſuf- 
fered not lefs than the. Expreſſion is unable to 
paint their circumſtances at that juncture. Their 
fears, their tranſports, can only be concerved by 
fouls formed for tenderneſs and each other. In 
the mean time; Garntxna; incapable of reſiſting 
her natural timifity, modeſtiy looked down, as 
if dazzled with his charms. T he prince was ab- 
ſorbed in a ſucceſſion of pleaſingly painful ideas, 
yet found courage to approach the object of all his 
deſires. He attempted to ſpeak, but found his 
voice as if fled from him. He attempted to graſp 
her hand, while ſhe gently repreſſed his temerity. 

In this ſtate of fear, defire, and mutual admiration, 
they continued for ſome wme, when FIXNA2 

ſpread a ſhining light around ver and appear- 


dreſſed the happieſt lovers that ever added grace to 
humanity. Happy, happy mortals, in me behold 


the cauſe of your preſent felicity, Fate deſigned you for 


each 


% 


ing before them under a celeſtial form, thus ad- 
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each other, and I charged myſelf with executing its di 
crees. Yet truſt not lo perſonal beauty alone for a cons 
tinuance of your mutual paſſion, that love that is of long 
continuance, muſt be founded truly in mutual eſtecm. 
That paſſion, which deſerues the name of love, muſt 
ariſe only from: an union of thoſe ſentiments, which, . 
form the baſis of the foul, Lovers, formed fer each 
other,. are attracted to this happy union, ever without 
perceiving the cauſe of this attraction. Let humanity 
teach you to turn a part of that regard you have for 
each other on thoſe around you. Let not that virtue, in 
which you have been early inſtructed, ever fonſale yo, 
and ftill continue to improve by the brightneſs of each 
others example, till zou have attained the perfection f 
the celeftial flame.” Thus ſaying, FIRN AZ ſur- 
rounded them with a cloud, and diſappeared, : 
But he left them, as companions, wiſdom, joy, 
and peace. Thoſe tender lovers were ſtill attend-- 
ed by that celeſtial guard, and the moſt diftant: 
poſterity bave learned to admire the fidelity and: 
virtue of Zemin and GALHINDA.. 
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Let not Virtue mourn over the ruins of Glory, nor i em- 
ble at the tranſient oppreſſion of the Tyrant. 


HERE the worſhip of Aa firſt beams up- 
on the waves of Indus, ſtood a magnificent 
palace, which had been the reſidence of kings 
through a long ſucceſſion of ages. There eaſtern 


luxury ſeemed to have exhauſted itſelf ; the ſtrue- 
ture was embelliſhed with all the elegance of art, 


and all the riches of nature were colle&ed in the 
gardens, ber ic 


Of the princes who inhabited this delightful 
ſeat, ſome had been renowned for magniticence, 
and others adorned with compaſſion ſome had 
beer diſtinguiſhed by the ofs, and others 
had ſhone in the province of civil government; 


but moſt, even of theſe; had fallen a ſacrifice to 


cruelty, to jealouſy, or to malice. To the ear of 
that power which had placed them on the throne 
of Bawvah, malice had frequently repreſented mag- 
nificence as rivalry, cemp=*Hicn as a view to po- 
TSS pularity, 


[ 135 1 
pularity, courage as an ambition of power, and 
well directed government as a deſign to govern. 


The laſt of the princes that were eminent on 
the throne of Bavab was AR DOS TAN. The repu- 
tation of his wiſdom increaſed as the current of 
Indus, and ArDosTAN trembled at his growing 
fame. In a retired alcove of his gardens he fate 
and thus reflectec. How dangerous is the condi- 
tion of deputed power ! in which vice and virtue alike 
lead to ruin. Should I become totally negligent of the 
intereſts of my people, ſhould ] remit the hand of govern- 
ment, drop the ſcales of juſtice and the ſcepier of com- 
mand, report would fly ſwwifter than the ſpirit of the 
ewinds, and declare that ARDOSTAN was à wretch 

unworthy of life. On the other hand, ſhould I perfift 
in the faithful diſtribution of juſtice, reſtrain the vicious 
and advance the worthy, Vice, whether puniſhed or 
neglected, would employ her arts againſt me; and is it 


of conſequence coberber JL fall ” my vurtues or by my - 
crime 


The ſpirit Bajirz, the guardian of virtue, 3 


the thoughts of As a a, i before | 
him. = | | * 


«Chil of the duſt, . ſaid the ſpirit, with a _ - 
poſed ſeverity, ceaſe thy idle fear . Shall thy concern 
for a being, which paſſeth away like the ſhadow of a 
cloud, interſere a moment with the everlaſting intereſts 
of virtue? T hou art appointed to a flation which re- 
quires 7 de but a Hort time at the moſt, and 


. ſhould 


[136 ] 


frouldft thou be cut off ſconer than thy being avould have + 


terminated in the courſe of nature, thou wilt be the 
more fortunate in proportion as thy taſ will, be ſhorter, 
and the rewards of thy labour more ſpeedily obtained. 
For know) AR DOSTAx, if thou. perſevereſt in the 
daths of FI they will finally lead thee to the ſociety 
of thoſe approved princes, who have neither been 


difſuaded nor deterred from. the diſcharge of thei r du 7% * 


« Mighty BAJül, replied Ax DOSTAN, pardon the | 
frailties of the ehildren of death ! but wwih thou nous 


iatisfy me ? Is it thy benevolence to the inbabitants of 
the earth that makes thee encourage virtue by. the pros 
pect of future rewards ? Doeft thou this merely to Pre- 
ſerve the peace and order of human life, or are there in- 


deed Juch rewards ? Could ] have the leaſt hope of en- 


ching that ſociety thou /peakeſt of, tome the thorny paths 
of virtue evould be fairer than the fields of Pera, when: 


abe- daughters of the ſpring diſplay their boſons,” 


The angel K virtue diſappeared. r 
looked with grief after the departing ſpirit, and 
his heart reproached him with his incredulity; ;: 
but when he raiſed his eye from the ground, 
where regret had fixed it, he beheld around his 
alcove a number of beings whoſe appearance ſpoke 


their immortality. - The prince continued in ſilent 
aſtoniſhment, till one of the celeſtial band addreſt- 


him in the following words. T7 hou that fitteth on 
the throne of Bavah, and reſemble eft the Father of 2 na- 


ture in the diſpenſation of juſtice, be ofured . that thy 


virtues are recorden in the volume * eternity. 25 hat 


_ thou 
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thou mayeſt be convinced of the truth of future rewards, 
the ſpirit Ba jd has commanded us, who were thy pre- 
acceffors in the kingdom of Bavah, to appear perſonally: 
before thee, Know us by the enſigns of royalty that wwe 
awear, and which we have now aſſumed, not only for thy- 
conviction, but for thy inſtruction. and encouragement : 


attend particularly to the fate of theſe princes. 


 «& Beheld that. prince with the bold and determined 
aſpect he oppoſed the imperial law which would have 
miſerably opprefſed the poor inhabitants of Bavah, and 
bravely periſhed in the defence of his ſubjets. He is. 
not zow-invefted with any ſuperior honours, becauſe he 
is in a place where power is not conſidered as ; the means. 
of happineſs, but his wirtues are recorded, and he is 
diſtinguiſhed by the appeliation of The. __— of the 


oppreſſed, _ 


e Theprince who l next 4 bikes 15 the - ale 
and open countenance, when en the throne of, Bavah, 
was in reality the, father of his people. He fludied their 
intereſis with unremitting care, and relieved their ne- 
ceſſities with the tenderneſs of a parent. The hours that 
the indolent. devote ta ret; and the licentisus to pleaſure, 
be employed in conſulting the advantage of his ſubjecte, 
and in forming ſuch plans of government as ſhould be. 
moſt conducive to civil happineſs. Zu vy repreſented 
him as a ſpecious traitor 10 his emperor, and haſtened- 


his haſſage to the: manſi ons of * 


«© Moft of wy other princes, * thou ſeeft in this 
train, like the e have been virtuous, and like theſe have 
Juffered 3. 


I (138 ] A 
ſuffered ; if the Aiſtinctions of fame and the days of fe- 
licity they enjoy, can make thee fearleſs of their fate on 
_ . in virtue, and wwe Hall beheld thee a- 


gain.” 


The heart of ArDosTan was expanded with 
Joy, as the ſun-flower by the beams of the morn- 
ing. The cold hand of fear no longer chilled his 
ſpirits: he redoubled his aſſiduities in every 
princely virtue, and his government became the 
object of univerſal admiration. Envy beheld him 
with filent anguiſh. She aimed her arrow at his 
breaſt, but the ſpirit Bajiir. ſeized it as it flew, 
ArDosTan was depoſed, and retired to the fields 
of Pera. The pleaſures that fill the train of vir- 
„tue, ſtrewed flowers upon his ſofa, and at li} ac» 
companied his departing ſpirit to the Immortal 
ſynod of Frenz kings. | 
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++ E was an Arabian living at Aleppo, 
whoſe name was ABan RABIZH, who had 
two children, a ſon and a daughter — The ſon, 
now grown a man, put himſelf into the ſervice of 
France; the daughter was a genteel young woman, 
and very pretty, fo that ABan, who was extremely 
jealous of the honour of his family, and of his 
whole race, as the Arabians generally are, was un- 
der continual uneaſineſs, left the girl's beauty 
might tempt ſome man to endeavour to ſeduce her 
chaſtity; her mother being dead, made him doubly 
_ watchful of her; he ſeldom ſuffered her to ſtir out 
of his ſight; but all this watching, all this reſtraint 
would not do.——Whether the girl was of a com- 
plexion more than ordinary amorous, or what arts 
were uſed to come at her, is uncertain ; but all 
the father's vigilance could; not prevent the ap- 
proaches of a "lover, and, at laſt, of her proving 


with child. 


The 
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The jealous father ſoon perceived ſome altera- 
tion in her perſon, which awaked his ſuſpicion ; ; 
he was . the rack to be ſatisfied; and one 
morning, as ſhe lay faſt aſſeep upon a carpet, for 
fo they in ſummer in the Levant, he was re- 
ſolved to diſcover the truth.—It was a fatal ex- 
amination, and he repented his curioſity ; for he 
found the ſymptoms of what he dreaded but too 
evident. Poor ABA RABIEH was ready to fink 
into the earth. Imagine the diſtreſs of a man who 
loved his child, and was jealous, even beyond 
thoſe of his own nation, of the honour of his fa- 
mily; however, he. diſſembled it for ſome days. 
In the mean time, the poor creature's. burden in- 
creafed to ſuch a ante, that * father thous Fe 


++ +» 


1 


man was that had injured, him i in. her 91 2 3. the 
ry ge in ber fight, enied all ; ſhe 


hs ic ES A&R : 


never known man in her life.—As Ag 2 RNA to- | 
believe ker,” and gaye her 1 more liberty than uſual, 

magining chat this liberty would draw the galant 
to her again, and that he ſhould by that meand 
diſcover him ; 3 but this. ſtratagem did not take: 2 
ke then uſed menaces, but nothing would bring 
her to own it She ſtood i it. out to the very hour 
chat it proved irſelf, © the very hour of her labour, 


When ſhe Jas dellvered of a child. he Made Mer 


no reproaches; on the contrary, he treated her 
with 


— 

with great tenderneſs, and carefully concealed, 
From all his relations, and the whole world, the 
misfortune that had happened in his family; he 
carried the child himſelf. privately out of the city, 
and delivered it to a countrywoman to be nurſed; 
telling her he found it upon the road, giving her 
a ſum of money to take care of it, and pretending 
he did it out of charity, to ſave the life of an in- 
fant that muſt have periſned. When he came 
home, he acquainted his daughter with what he 
had done to hide her daſhonour. | £40 


The poor ao at thought. that all was 
oper, but ABan RABI EE had quite different ſenti- 
ments; he went next morning to the cadee, or 
chief juſtice of Aleppo, and begged a private au- 
dience of him; when he told him the misfor- 
tune that had happened to him, and begged that 
he might be permitted to kill his daughter: the 
cadee, aſloniſhed at the propoſal, ſometimes treat- 
ed him as a madman, and ſometimes endeayour- 
ed to pacify him; but in the end, ſent him away 
with ſevere menaces, in caſe he meddled with 
Her. , 0 5 N | 


The unhappy Aran went away, „ but could find 
ngo reſt in his mind: he took a reſolution to ſell 


all he had in the world, and to convert it into 


ready money; as ſoon as this was done, he puts 


the greateſt part of it into a bag, and goes to the 


baſhaw of Aleppo, and begs an audience of him; 
here again he.recounts his misfortune, and throw- 


ing 


3 


42 
ing the bag of gold at the baſhaw's feet, he ſaid, 
* My lord, I am come to offer you all I have in the 
 eavorld; my honour is gone, permit me to kill my daugh- 
ter, who has brought this diſgrace upon our family, 
that ] may repair the injury ſhe has done our whole 
ration, or kill me, for I cannot ſurvive my misfortune.” 


hs bathed, ded ee emma; the 


ſtrangeneſs of ſuch a requeſt, bade him take his 


money, go home, and endeavour to forget his 
misfortune; but ABan threw himſelf at the ba- 
ſhaw's feet, and, by the ſtrongeſt intreaties, en- 
deavoured to prevail upon him to conſent : the 


baſhaw, on the contrary, ſaid every thing he 


could think of to ſoften him, to comfort him, and 
to turn him from ſuch a deſign. 


 ABan RARBIEH perceived olainty' he mould ne- 
ver be allowed to execute his purpoſe, he there- 
fore took up his money, and ſeemed to be paci- 
fied, ſearing, if he appeared in another temper, 
that the baſhaw, touched with compaſſion for his 
daughter, might take her from him.—As ſoon as 
he went home, he ſent to all his kindred, to all 
that had any relation to his family, to invite them 
to dine with him the next day, and prepared a 
molt magnificent entertainment for them. 


; 


The friends came, nad; as as they w were oi. 
© each other with diſcourſe while the dinner was 


getting ready, ABan RABIEEH withdrew, and 


went to his daughter s chamber, where he had 
f ordered 
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ordered her to wait 'till he ſhould ſend for her; 
and here he executed a moſt cruel tragedy upon 
his own fleſh and blood; in a word, he took a- 
way the life of his own child; when ſhe was dead, 
he cut off her head, and put it into a diſh, over. 
which he placed a cover, and then carried it into 
another room ; when this was done, he returned 
to his friends, putting on as chearful a counten- 
ance as it was poſſible for a man to do in ſo me- 
lancholy a fituation, he ſat down, he eat and 


drank with them. 


* 


Towards the end of the dinner, he propoſed a 


queſtion to the company; he aſked them, What 


they thought that child deſerved that ſhould 
diſgrace his family, and his whole nation ? they 


all anſwered, that, no doubt, he deſerved death. 


— He then turns to his ſervant, and ordered him 
to bring in the covered diſh, that ſtood in ſuch a 
place; then applying himſelf to his friends again, 
he ſaid to them, I hope you will excuſe the poor- 
neſs of this entertainment, it is the beſt I could 
prepare in ſo ſhort a time; but, however, that 
there was one diſh to come, which he was ſure 
would pleaſe them_all; as he ſpoke that word, 
the ſervant laid it upon the table, when taking 
off the cover, he diſcovered the poor girl's head 
twimming in its blood; the whole company was 
ſeized with horror at ſo dreadful a fight, - ſome 
fainted, ſome quitted the table, and all were in 


confuſion. 
After 
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After the firſt aſtoniſhment was a little over, 


Aran Ragin begged they would hear him; he 


related to them the paternal affection he had for 
his daughter, the care he had taken of her, and 
then her crime; ; he acquainted them wich what 


had paſſed between him and the cadee, and be- 


tween him and the baſnaw; adding, that fince 
he had, by this action, which wounded him to 
the very ſoul, reſtored to them, his kindred, as 


well as to his nation, that honour which this un- 


Happy girl had loſt, he hoped they would be ſo 


kind to perform the laſt rites to a poor victim 


which he had ſacrificed for their ſakes; ; with that 


a flood of tears burſt from hĩs eyes, and he threw 


himſelf upon the earth, unable to utter another 
word. | 


The relations put the body and the head to- 
gether into a coflin, and accompanied it to the 
uſval burying- place, with the ſame lamentations, 
and fame ceremonies, as if the unhappy young 
creature had died a natural death. As for ABan 


Rapitn, he retired next day into the deſerts of 


Arabia, and never was heard of at Aleppo more. 
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Royal Juſtice. 


. . 


HEN Hakrovn ARASCEHID, the mirrour 

of magnificence, the delight of the poor, 
and the favourite of the holy prophet, reigned in 
the great city of Bagdad, juſtice was adminiſtered 
with an unprecedented impartiality. This great 
ſultan was not content with puniſhing the repro- 
bate, but much of his time was employed in 
ſearching for and rewarding the virtuous. He 
often went in private through the remote parts of 
the city, that his own eyes might tell him whether 
his officers deceived him in their reports: they 
ſeldom did it, as death was the certain conſe- 


quence to them, In one of theſe excurſions, as 


the ſultan was going through the ſtreet leading to 
the principal moſque, he heard, as, he thought, 
a delightful voice ſinging in concert with inſtru- 
mental muſic. His curioſity was rouſed ; the day 
was cloſed ; he ſun was ſunk beneath the horizon 
and a black impending cloud ſeemed to threaten 
an approaching ſtorm : turning to the chief of the 
eunuchs who attended him, he gave him an or- 


der where to wait, and walked towards the door 
__ 1 of 
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of the manſion of delight, A female ſlave refuſed 


| * »dmittance ; but when he told her he was a 


erchant of Bafjira, and was on his way to Cairo, 


2. conſented that he ſhould come into the ſaloon, 


whilſt ſhe went to acquaint her miſtreſs of his be- 
ing there. . 


The houſe which the ſultan had entered be- 
longed to Zara, only daughter to his late grand 
vizier Giar AR. Zara was fairer than words can 
expreſs, and had more graces than the daughters 
of Paradiſe ; ſhe lived retired from the court, and 
might, but for Exn-Hassan, have been the moſt 
happy of women. Zara ordered the ſlave to aſk 
the ftranger his name; and when he ſaid it was 
MExser, he was conducted to the preſence of Za- 
RA the accompliſhed. 


The ſultan, who lived in an i tern ſplendour, 
could not forbear being ſtruck with the neat and 
orderly magnificence of the apartments he paſſed 


through; elegance, ceconomy, and wealth, ſeem- 


ed to vie for pre-eminence; every thing had a 
proper place; nothing could be added without 
hurting the judicious eye; and if you took any 
thing away, there was an apparent deficiency. 
How was the great AxASchID amazed when he 
beheld Zara herſelf: an eaſy elegance contri- 


buted to the grace of an enchanting perſon ; 3. her 


voice was like the ſweeteſt muſic, her eyes reſem- 
bled the morning ſtar, her addreſs was polite, 
her manner affable. She Bae the ſultan the cuſ- 


tomary 
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| tomry flute, and pointed to a ſofa, whereon he 


might repoſe himſelf. Zara was ſurrounded by 
her women, and the ſultan had not been a moment 
ſeated, before ſhe thus addreſſed him. MESER 
is doubtleſs ſurprixed at his finding ſo eaſy an admittance 
at LARA'S habitation; but it is not more than what 
ſe affords to all the merchants of Baſſora that paſs 
through the great city of Bagdad; and jhe is in ſome 


ort prompted by intereſt to give them the reception ſhe 


does. Can my lord Ms ER give me any _—_ FEN 
Hass Ax, a merchant of Baſſora?“ 


ARAScHID, who had viewed her with admirati- 
on whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, made her the following 
anſwer : ** Thy ſer vant Mxs EA, moft beautiful Za- 
RA, 7s particularly unhappy in not being able to give 
any tidings of Een Hassan, as he never heard-of 


uch a merchant at Baſſora.“ 


Lara was net at all ſurpriſed at the anſwer, as 


it did not differ from that given by all of whom 


ſhe had aſked the ſame queſtion. 


ARrascn1D was unwilling to make an immediate 
departure, and was far from being diſpleaſed, 
when Zara inſiſted on his ſtaying to take part of 
a cold collation, and hear a concert performed by 
her ſlaves. The ſultan paſſed ſome hours with in- 
expreſſible delight; his eyes were continually fixed 


on the amiable Z XR A, and his ears were attentive 


to every word ſhe ſpoke, When the repaſt was . 
finiſhed, Axas chip entreated Z AAA to tell him 
| H 2 why 
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why ſhe ſeemed ſo much affected when the name 
of ERN HAssAN was mentioned. She complied 
with his requeſt, in a manner peculiar to herſelf, 
% Thou art, ſays ſhe, my lord, certainly a great 
ranger in Bagdad, if thou hajt not heard of ZaRa's 
misfortune, My father, Gia AR, was grand wizier 
to the great and invincible commander of the faithful, 
Haroun ARASCHID : he enjoyed, during life, the 


 fawour of the ſultan, and died full of years and honours, 
The great ARAasCHiD has never ſeen me; for being, 


as I am told, informed that I was handjome, he de- 
cliued admitting me to his preſence, ſor fear of doing in- 
uſtice to the charms of the beautiful Zoptipe. In- 
nediately after my father's death, I retired to this houſe, 
and endeavoured to make myſelf as happy as J could, 


Lill the holy prophet ſhould diſpoſe of me in marriage; 


but my happineſs was not of long duration; for ER& 
Hass ax, à merchant of Baſſora, coming to this city, 
by chance ſaw me : he did not ſiri ve to conceal the love 
avith which he was immediately inſpired ; he came to 


my houſe, and, I own, ſoon got entire poſſeſſion of my 


heart. In fine, I conſented to be his, and we were 
ſoon afterwards married. The unfortunate EBN Has- 
SAN wwas the beft of men, and the kindeft of huſbands ; 
but alas! I was ſoon plunged int an abyſs of miſery, 
in which I till remain. We had not been married a 
month, Before T avas ſurpriſed by a meſſage from Ass A N, : 
grand vixier to the 7 agar a0 was always envious of 

the favours my father enjoyed. The purport of the meſ- 
ſage the ſlave brought, was to perſuade me, if I had 
any regard to my jafety, to conſent to a divorce from my 
| acar 


— [4497] 
dear Pax HassAn, as he ſaid I had greatly 420050 
myſelf by conſenting to ſuch a match. It may crell be 
imagined, my lord, I refuſed ts comply; however, I 
beard no more from him. But how, my lord Mestt, 
fall ] be able to conclude my ftory ! excuſe a woman's 
eveakneſs ; tears will have a vent, Abeut a month 
afterwards, one delightful ſummer*s evening, as ave 
were ſitting together in à cool alcowe, we beard a great 
noiſe in the garden, and one of our black ſlaves ruſhed 
into our preſence wounded and covered with blood be 
had only ftrength io ſay, with a faint voice, my lord be 
careful; the willains are at hand, when be dropt on 
the ground. They were indeed near; for we inſtantly 
Jaw approaching towards us a confuſed number of 
Arabs. EBN Hassan was determined to ſell his life 
and treaſure at a dear rate; he drew his ſabre, and 
attacked them with a reſolution not to be deſcribed ; 
but what could he do againſt numbers ? he received a 
fright cut in the arm in the fray, when the chief of the 
robbers advancing, ordered his companions not to daft 
to wound him, but to take him alive. This they ſoon 
effected ; and immediately, notwithſtanding my cries, 
tears, and entreaties, they carried him off, alas! I 
fear never more to return. Nature, not being able any 
longer to hold out, I fell into a ſwoon; and when I 
recovered, I lamented my hard fate, not only to be 
robbed of the beſt of huſbands, but of all my treaſures. 
Imagine, my lord, aubat was my ſurpriſe, to be told by 
one of my ſlaves, that the robbers had touched nothing 
belonging either to me or ERN HassaNn, and that all 
bis gooas and treaſure had been brought by his ſlaves to 
393 my 
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my houſe from the carawanſera. It is now, my lord, 
two years that I have paſſed in this unhappy ſituation, 
making it my conflant buſineſs to enquire after him of 
every merchant that comes. from Baſſora ; but, to my 
great aſtoniſbment, can meet with none that know him. 
ARASCHID, after pauſing a while begged of ZARA 
to deſcribe his perſon, ** He was,, my lord, ſays 
ſhe, inclining to be tall, has dark hair, lively blue eyes, 
and a remarkable ſcar on his forehead.” The ſultan 


. promiſed the amiable Zara to make all poſſible 
. enquiries after her huſband, and took his leave, 


The rext morning the great Ax ASH), reflect- 


| ing on what had paſſed the day before, ſent for 


Ass Ax, the grand vizier, and ſpoke to him as 
follows: © Assan, go inſtantly to the houſe of LA. 


RA, the daughter of GIAFAR ; take her into thy cuſ- 
 #edy ; let her treaſures be ſealed with thy ſeal, and con- 
 evyed ſafe. to my palace, and let her dwelling be razed 
46 the ground in her preſence.” 


AssAan with joy obeyed the ſultan's orders, and 
the beautiful Zara was in a few hours reduced 
from the greateſt affluence, to be a priſoner in the 


houſe of her father's old enemy. As ſoon as the 


ſultan knew his orders were obeyed; he command- 


ed the vizier to deliver Zara into the care of the 
Mufti. . | 


Zara lamented the hardneſs of her fate, in- 


aſmuch as ſhe could not tell wherein ſhe had of- 
fended. the ſultan, Patience was her only remedy ; 


and 


| 4 xe 1] 
and ſhe comforted herſelf with the reflection, that 
no misfortune could be great to her when com- 


pared to the lIoſs of her dear Een Hass ax. 


As aschip commanded the grandees to attend 
him in the divan; and, when he was ſeated ona 
the throne, ſpoke thus to SErri, the fon of As- 
sax the vizier, who was the night before arrived 
from the army, which he had for ſome time com- 
manded againk the Greeks. *©* SerF1, thou haſt 
done well ; I am ſatisfied with thy ſervices in the camp, 
and muſt now think of rewarding thee for thy valbur. 
I have found thee a wife that is worthy of thee ; 
therefore inflantly prepare to marry her.” A lady in 
a veil was introduced, and the ceremony was per- 
formed by the Cadi, in the ſultan's preſence. 
„ Unweil that beautiful face, moſt amiable ZAR a, 
aid the ſultan, and let Ster fre that I have made 
him no. bad choice,” But what was their ſurpriſe, 
when ſhe ſaw in Szrr1 her long loſt Exn Hassan, 
and he his beloved Zara. They threw them- 
ſelves at the ſultan's feet, and poured forth a- 
thouſand bleſſings on him for his goodneſs, Aras- 
chip, Whoſe heart overflowed with humanity,. 

ſpoke as follows: It is thy father, SEFF1, that 
Bribed the Arabs to ft al thee from thy bliſs; at his 
Aufire theu æwert appointed to command the army againſt 
the Greeks; and it was he that prevented thy return 
to Bagdad; all becauſe thou hadft married the daughter. 
of GlAfFAR, m he Hated. Thom wert indeed to 
blame, SEFFl, for taking on thee, in ſo important a 
trauſaction, a fititious name and character; but thou 


H 4 haſt 
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haſt already ſuffered enough for thy indiſcretion : thou 
art now married in a proper manner to the amiable 
Zara, and may ye long be happy. As for Ass Ax, 
my will is, that he refign his office of grand vixier to 
his ſon, and go to command the army againſt the Greeks, 
and ſee that he gives as good an account of the enemy as 
SEFFI has already done. LARA will eaſily forgive 
my encreaſing her ſorrow by the manner in which I 
ſent for her : the heart opprefſed with grief is moſt Juſ- 
ceptible of joy ; the greater her meaſure of aſfliction was, 
fo much the greater was her pleaſure at meeting with 
EzgN HassAN ; and in the perſon of ARASCHID, I 
thank the amiable Zak à for her hoſpitable reception, 
aßen fhe thought me only MEs ER, a merchant of Baſ- 

ſora,” NS: 


MAHMUT 
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F 1s not uncommon to ſee fortune at variance 

with nature: we often behold in the meaneſt 
ſtations fouls worthy of a throne; and perſons in 
extreme indigence, that would have been fit for 
enjoying the greateſt riches. | 


Among the dancers of the palace, in the reign 
of AnBas the great king of Perſia, was a maid, 
named Ipkis, whom the maſter of the revels, on 
the report of her charms, had ſent for from Caſtin. 
Her mother being of the ſame profeſſion, ſhe had 
followed the fame way of life : but as ſhe honour- 
ably diſtinguiſhed herſelf from her female com- 
panions, ſhe demonſtrated that virtue was practi- 
cable in every ſituation, however flippery or dan- 
gerous. | 


Scarcely had Ipx1s appeared on the theatre of 
the capital, but ſhe found herſelf beſet by the 
nobility, who ſtrove to pleaſe her by the ſame 
means that they had won others in her ſtation. One 
exhauſted all- his rhetoric in commending her 

Hg ſhape 
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ſhape and manner, another extolled her form, her: 
complexion, and the regularity of her features. 
A third, to give weight to the encomiums he had 
beſtowed on her voice, repeating an air he had 
heard her ſing, declared his diſtraction to arrive 
at that grace with which ſhe gave life to the words. 
A fourth, boaſting his preciſion and kill in dan- 
cing, exhibited inſtantly ſome of the attitudes he 
had learned of her. In fine, each exerted his fa- 
culties and addreſs, in order to gain the prefe- 
rence over his rivals. 


But Ipkis was not to be caught with ſuch al- 
lurements. At the palace, at aſſemblies, in the. 
public walks, and in all places the diſcourſe turn- 
ed upon the new dancer: every one talked of her 
beauty, her wit, and her engaging behaviour; 
and, which was more than they had ever ſaid of 
any other. of her profeſſion, they agreed in ac- 
knowledging her. virtue. It is the property of 
none but the moſtexalted merit to gain the reſpe& 
and admiration of young courtierss Manmvur. 
conceived a high opinion of Ipg1s's virtue, from 
the extraordinary effect it produced uyon others. 


Manuur bore among the lords of the court the 
ſame character which Ip is maintained among the 
dancers of her ſex; proof againſt the defects of 
his equals, and the vices of his ſtation. As ſoon as 


He began to appear in the world, he became ſen- 


ſible of the folly of that noiſy, capricious giddi- 


| neſs, which moſt young people of quality effect; 


s 1 

and being happily prejudiced againſt the idle life 
he ſaw them lead, he took care not to follow their 
example. While their days were divided between 
the toilet, the table, viſits, and gaming, he ſpent” 
the morning in his cloſet among his books, or 
with thoſe whoſe converſation could inſtruct him. 

In the afternoon he frequented. the manufactories 

and working places about the palace; talked with 
the ableſt. hands in the ſeveral arts, and obſerved 
with the utmoſt attention how. they proceeded in 
their works. In the evening he was at the play. 
or other public entertainments, which he enjoyed 
with the moderation that is ever inſeparable from 
| taſte and decernment: after which he repaired to 
ſome of the moſt brilliant aſſemblies of Haba, 
as well to avoid ſingularity that would have ren- 
dered him odious, as to acquire a greater ſhare of. 
the complaiſance and politeneſs which reign in 

ſach places of reſort; Mauuvr's wit, and the 

aſe he made of it, rendered him ſuperior to thoſe: 
Who were his equals in birth; and beſides the 
advantage of a good figure and graceful air, he 
| diftinguithed himſelf no leſs among them of: his 
nateral and acquired Toles | 


15210 bald not behold | * this amiable Per/ran” 


without emotion: ſhe immediately ſhunned all her 


importunate ſuitors; and complacently fancying 
him free from all their faults, ſecretly wiſhed that 
the beauty, which they had ſo highly extolled, 
1 make an impreſſion on him, Her wiſhes: 
Were; 


13 
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were met more than half-way : Maumvr foon let 
her know that he loved, and her anſwer to his de- 
claration, on account of its r, deſerves 
remark. 


ws Doubtheſe 5 you give the name of love, ſaid ſhe 
with a ſmile, 10 that which is only an effect of your 
taſte for novelty. I will not, my lord, go farther on 
this head : it is your buſineſs to fix my judoment. I 
abill ingenuouſly confeſs, though it will give you an un- 


Favourable opinion of me, if you are the man I take you 


to be, that I am not diſpleaſed at your preference. But 


| if ever I ſee occafion io alter the idea ] have conceived 


of you, hope not that I ſhall in the leaſt indulge my in- 


clination. I. all not take it ill, if you give your heart 


to a woman more virtuous than I; therefore do not com- 


lain of your lot, if I di iſpoſe mine in gangs of any 


man whom I may find ſuperior to you in virtue. 


 ManumvT, ſtruck with admiration and over- 
flowing with joy, laboured to riſe to ſuch a pitch 
as might oblige Ip xis to be conſtant to him. He 
applied himſelf with freſh vigour to acquire the 


arts and ſciences neceſſary for a man in his ſtation, 


He made it his buſineſs to relieve indigent merit 
and unfortunate virtue. His humanity, genero- 
ſity, capacity, and modeſty, were equally con- 
ſpicuous; and Ip xis abundantly rewarded him for 
all the pains he took to pleaſe her. Praiſe ground- 
ed on truth, and coming from the mouth of ſo 
charming a perſon, filled the tender Manmvur's 
heart with joy and ſatisfaction. He read in the 


eyes 
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eyes of his beauteous miſtreſs how dear he was to 
her : he talked of his paſſion, and deſcribed its 

violence; Ipr1s liſtened to him with pleaſure, 
| vowed ſhe would make him a juſt return, and 
thus animated to give her no occaſion to repent 
her engagement. In theſe overflowings of their 
hearts, which none but true lovers can know and 
feel, they laid open to each other the moſt ſecret 
_ receſſes of their fouls. ManmuT was grieved 
whenever he took leave of Iprg1s ; nor could fhe 
bear his abſence without a vifible concern. 


Between two neighbours ſo powerful as the 
Grand Signior and the king of Perfia, there can 
be no laſting peace: a war ſoon broke out, and 
ManmuT was obliged to ſet out for the army. 
He waited upon IpRIis, to deplore with her the 
neceſſity that forced them aſunder: but while he 
lay at her feet, he durſt not diſcloſe all his grief: 
the fortitude of the fair one daunted him; he 
was afraid of leſſening himſelf in her eſteem, by 
diſcovering his weakneſs, Ip xis perceived the 
Conflict in his breaſt, and loved him for it till 
more intenſely. 


3 had not been gone a month, when 
he gave way to his deſire of an interview with 
IoRIs. He ſlipped away privately from the army, 
and with the ſwiftneſs of a lover, he was at the: 
gates of Iſpaban before they miſſed him in the 
camp. Alighting at the houſe of one of his old 
| Wael he diſguiſed himſelf in the apparel of a 
peaſant, 


[ 158 J 
peaſant, that he might not be known in the city; 
and, impatient of an interview with his Ip RIS, he 
flew eto her houſe. 


The charming maid was ſitting at her balcony, 
as MakhMur was advancing, and knew him not- 
withſtanding his diſguiſe. Grieved to ſee him 
thus neglect his glory and his duty, ſhe ran direct- 
ly. to her. cloſet, charging her ſlave to admit no 
viſitor whatever. She melted. into tears at the 
weakneſs of a lover; but ſoon recovered herſelf, 
and wrote him the following billet. 

ID RIS to the PEASANT. 

% Friend, I know that thou art to be forthwith at 
the army. Call upon Mah uur, and tell him from. 
me, that I defire him to remember the conditions on 


7 | avohich the heart of loxis 25 10 be ſec cured,” 8 


NMaHMUT was 00 08 Sbüfbundked with this: 
rebuke, to aſk any queſtions of the ſſave that de- 
livered it. He went back to his domeſtic's houſe, 
to put off his diſguiſe; and fluctuating between 
admiration, grief, and fear, he repaired again to- 
the army with as much haſte as he had travelled 
up to //pahan. His chief ſtudy being to make. 


" amends for the fault he had committed, he be- 

bl haved the reft of the campaign with {o much ardor, 
bravery and conduct, that he was deſervedly pro- 
| moted to a higher poſt, which the king conferred * 
0 on him with the moſt honourable eulogies at the. 


| bp of the army. [81s wrote him a congratu- 
[1 : | latory: 


80 1 
latory letter on his promotion, in which without 
mentioning his weakneſs, ſhe gave him to under- 


ſtand that ſhe had forgiven him. 


Maur, tranſported wich joy, haſtened back 
to I/pahan as ſoon as the army was. ordered into 
winter quarters; and liſtening to no other con- 
ſiderations but his eſteem for the virtuous girl, he 
entreated her to complete his happineſs in be- 
coming his wife. Your wife, my lord! anſwered 
 Tor1s, with a kind of ſurprize mixed with indig- 
nation: what! would ManMuT forget himſelf js 
far? In diſpofing of your heart, you may indeed conſult 
nothing but your inclination +. but when the queſtion 
is to chooſs a partner in your dignity and fortune, you 
are accountable to thoſe of whom. you hold both, I wha. 
am ready to ſacrifice my life, were it neceſſary, to pre- 
ferve your glory, ſhall not be inſtrumental myſelf in ſul-- 
Hing it.“ ee 


Sentiments like theſe made the paſſionate Man- 
Mur only more preſſing. What are thoſe things, 
ſaid he, which create ſo great. a diſparity between us 
An inſtant may deprive me of them: but the dowry 
which you bring, charming TDR158, is a bleſſing that de. 
pends not on men nor fortune. In uttering theſe words, 
his countenance began to be clouded with grief: 
and freſh denials almoſt drove him to deſpair; he 
was even mad enough to reſolve upon death, if 
ſhe denied his requeſt. The maid wavering be- 
tween tender paſſion and her concern for the glory 
of her lover, ſoon reſolved to remove thoſe obs 


ſacles- 
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ſtacles to her Mafluvr's glory, at the expence 
of what was moſt\dear to her. Wrapping herſelf 
up therefore in a long mantle, ſhe left her houſe 
in the duſk of the evening, and went to ſell her- 
ſelf to a dealer in ſlaves; after which ſhe wrote 


the following letter to Manmur. 
* 


My Lon, 

Tou have not judged me unworthy to be your wiſe, 
and I hade the deepeſt jenſe of gratitude for this fignal 
teſtimony of your eſteem. I think my heart and my ſenti- 
ments would not have diſgraced that honourable quality : 
but what would your relations ſay ® What would all 
Perſia /ay, whoſe eyes are upon you, and who ſee no- 
thing in me but the mean profeſſion I was bred o? 1 


allow that in one moment you may be deprived of every 


* 
-D 
__ 
A 
* < 
* 
pA 
by. 
WP 
* 
= 
ND 
74 
=. 
i 
. 6 
—_— 
47 97 
- 
_— 
= 
= 
bY 
3 
1 
8 
xi 
A 
1 
*y 
<< 
=_— 
i 
= 
-=£ 
<3 3 
- = 
= 
1 
_ 
£2) 
<S& 
."* 
* 
„ 
— 
* 
=” 
RM 
88 
—x 
+: 388 
8 
N * 
3 
— 
4 
Wo 
10 
= 
1 
14H 
- BL 
3 
f * 
„ 
75 
77 


| 
17 
1 
1 
5 
In; 
"7 
. 
7. 
i 
1. 
14 
4H 
„ 
. 
4 


nt 


—— — — — — 


— n 
== = 
Foote in he” 
— 
— 


—UMyQůqUTQ—Ü—U—U— ꝑ 2 
—— Www — 


1 thing that makts the diſparity between us : but if ever 
i you ſhould be borne down by adwverſe fortune, the whole 


WW ceverld would be forced to acknowledge the injuſtice, 
and to pity and admire you. Jou love IDRis. You 
are reſolved to die, if ſhe does not make herſelf yeurs e 
come then and take her out of the houſe of the maſter, 
to ahm ſhe has ſeld herſelf, in order that yourſelf be- 
1 come her maſter. She is wy; t qualified to be your in 8 ; 
lf rake her then as your ſlave.” | | 


Wt | This letter happened to be delivered to the 
young lord when in preſence of the grand Sophi. | 
The great monarch obſerving his looks as he read, 
and perceiving that he trembled, requeſted to fee 
its contents, in which MaRHUUr obeying him, 
pil he was ſurprized with her exalted virtue, he or- 
1 441251 | dered 
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dered her to be brought before him, and ſtruck 
with her beauty could not help repreſſing a ſigh. 
« Of all the treaſures, cried he, I ever gave away, that 
which I now preſent MABMUT ts the greateſt; take 
her, young man, continued he, and all the nobility and the 
fortune that 4 can . ſhall wat be wanting to com- 
plete your mutual felicity.” ; 
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BELMoULIN was a man of great figure 
and fortune in Sicily, but having unluckily 


oppoſed the tyranny of Dronisvus, he was 


obliged to quit that country, and ſeek an aſylum 
in Pera. He took with him two ſons and one 
daughter, named ALmiRa, then approaching her 
thirteenth year, and in the full bloom of her 


beauty. 


AELMuOULIN, on his arrival at the metropolis, 
was taken notice of, and entertained by the chief 
prieſt of the ſun, who after enquiring his rank, 
and hearing the ſtory *of his misfortunes, com- 
manded him not only to uſe his houſe with the ut- 
moſt freedom, but alſo offered his intereſt and for- 
tunes. Without even giving him time to conſider: 
in what manner to aſk his friendſhip, the prieſt 
had taken care to recommend him to the emperor,, 
who placed him near his perſon, 1n an employ- 
ment ſuited to his dignity, 

The 


1 163. 4 

The fair W in the courſe of converſa- 
tion, had, by her native innocence, delicate wit, ” 
and manners, gained ſo much on the affections of 
the high prieſt, that he firſt gaz'd, then admir'd, 
then was charm'd, and at length lov'd. He had 
the advantage of a fine perſon, a ready addreſs, 
and a moſt ſurprizing happy manner of inſinuating 
himſelf into the eſteem of all with whom he con- 
verſed; but was more particularly ſucceſsful in 
his application to AL Mixx, in whoſe heart, ho- 
nour, gratitude and affection all met together, and 
acted as the advocates of her admirer. | 


AzzELMouLIx ſoon found himfelf ſo- 3 
ſeated, as to be able to take from his friend the 
burden of his family,“ and placed himſelf in a 
houſe as near as poſſible both to the high prieſt, 
and to the imperial court, that he might alter- 
nately perform his duty to the emperor, and en- 
joy the ſocial converſe of his friend. * 


After ſome time the prieſt could no longer con- 
ceal his paſſion, he therefore now declared to 
ABELMOULIN, his affection for AL MIRA, which 
was received with the deference due to a man of 
honour, and. ane who had been obliged in every 
inſtance of friendſhip; but ſome. delicacies pe- 
culiar to that country, or a neceſſity that Al MRA 
ſhould come gradually in to give her conſent, or 
the emperor's being firſt to be conſulted, cauſe d 
the marriage for ſome time to be deferred. | 
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In the mean time there came often to the houſe 
of ABELMOULIN, a rich Armenian merchant, a 
kind of broker or agent to the court, who dealt 
in diamonds, and valuable curioſities, by which 
he had free acceſs to the ladies of the ſeraglio. 


He carried on a commerce with the principal 


Eunuchs, and was uſually referred by the emperor 
to ABELMOULIN, to tranſact ſuch buſineſs as lay 
in his way, and concerned the court, 


By theſe Gaunt viſits, the merchant came tor 
learn that ABELMOuLIx had a beautiful daughter 
unmarried, and conſidering the intereſt of ABR 


MOULIN, and the way he was in of acquiring. 


riches, he was reſolved that ſuch advantages 
would render his daughter a moſt deſirable alli- 
ance for his only ſon, who now was marriagable. 
He was therefore determined upon making the 
match, and accordingly addreſſed ABELMOULIxX 
on the ſubject, who very freely opened himſelf to 
the merchant, and told him what engagements he 


was under, and what obligations he owed to the 
generous high prieſt. The merchant was not to 


be diverted from his purſuit by ſuch honorary 
reaſons; he preſſed ApzLmoviin cloſely, but 
finding him immoveable, retired to conſider by 
what means he might attain his ends. He con- 
ſulted the chief Eunuch, and after having en- 
gaged him thoroughly in his intereſt, by means 
that never fail at court, he now determined to ef- 
fe& by power what he could not attain by appli- 


Cation. | 
ABFLMOU- 


[ 165 3 
AkEIMOVLIx had ſome ſuſpicion of what would 
happen, and communicated his thoughts to his 


friend, who eſteeming his own intereſt at court as 


much ſuperior to the merchant's, concluded that 
he durſt not preſume to proceed that way; and in 
this opinion remained unconcerned. Bat ABEL- 
MOULIN, who had all the 7ralian genius about 
him reaſoned very differently ; and being clearly 
ſenſible what a rich, reſolute man was capable of 


doing at an Afiatic court, he uſed his utmoſt arts 


to traverſe the merchant's ſteps, but in vain ; the 
old man had managed his time, and employed 
his preſents too well to be diſappointed. Aser- 
MOULIN no ſooner appeared in the preſence cham- 
ber, but the emperor told him, with a ſmile of 
Joy, that he had diſpoſed of his daughter for him 
to great advantage; but obſerving him look ſad, 
he demanded the cauſe; and upon being inform- 
ed of the truth, only ſaid in return, ABer- 
MOULIN, I am ſorry that you and the high prieſt muſt 


be diſappoimted ; my rayal word is paſt, ain you know 
that is an gel decrec.“ 


Let any man upon this 700805 but 1 imagine, 
when all the different paſſions are blended and 
worked up in an human breaſt, duty to a ſovereign, 
aſfection to a child, gratitude to a friend, and a 


man's own previous proſpects of happineſs, which 
he ſuppoſed would be the reſult of the firſt intend- 


ed match, now agitated and worked into a flame, 
and as it were, pent up in the boſom by reſpect 


and awe; I fay, let any man but imagine what 
muſt 
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4663 
muſt be the natural conſequence, and he will be 
under no difficulty to judge of the effect it had 
upon the unhappy father: in a word, he fainted 
in the emperor's preſence, and was carried off ex- 
piring. However he recovered; and his ſpirits 
that were now broke and waſting, only ſupported 
him juſt enough to hear, that his daughter Was, 
by the emperor's command, hurried away to the 


temple, and that his friend had ſuddenly left his 


habitation, and was gone no one knew whither. 


Unable to endure ſuch complicated miſery, he 


ſunk down and expired without a groan. 


In the mean time, the unfortunate AL MIRA was 
married; but the wedding-day, inſtead of pro- 
dueing the accuſtomed joy, was only on poor 
ALMuIRA's part, a ſcene of miſery, diſtraction and 
ſorrow. Her father dead with grief; her friend, 
protector and lover, vaniſhed, and perhaps aſſaſ- 
ſinated on her account; her two brothers employ- 


ed in very diſtant parts of the empire, and herſelf 


in the arms of an enemy who had been the cauſe 
of all her misfortunes, her huſband a man of very 


mean and contemptible birth, and with a ſoul as 


poor as his education: he however made no al- 
lowances for poor AL MIR A's ſituation, but jealous 
of her affections being placed on another, and be- 


ing informed that the emperor, on enquiring into 


the truth, had diſcovered enough to refuſe giving 
him the fortune uſually preſentzd with the ladies 


of the court; and that this, in effect, portended 
| his 


[ 267 ] | 


his utter ruin, he immediately accompanied by | 


his father, his wife, and a few ſervants, made 
the beſt of his way into a foreſt, that lies in the 
road between Babylon and Perſepolis. ALMBRA all 


the while loft in ſtupid inſenfibility, was dragged 


on with the reſt, when, on a ſudden, a voice at 


ſome little diſtance, feemed to awake her from her 
trance, and throw her into an uncommon tranf- 


port: the voice which was very ſhnill and piercing, 


ſeemed intermingled or broke with tremulous age- 
nies, as of a perſon on the point of expiring; it 


repeated ALmiRa thrice, and then added, in a 
fainter tone, O Jet me ſee the angel once more, 
and my foul ſhall vifit the bright regions of the ſun in 
peace,” ALmiRa turned up her eyes towards hea- 

ven, as ſuppoſing her lover was calling from the 
clouds; but on the voice being repeated, ſhe 
leapt from her mule, and ran precipitately into 
the woods, and there to her amazement beheld a 
dead Lion, and her baniſhed lover expiring by his 
ſide. She, without reflecting on the conſequence, 
threw herſelf down 'by him: he had juſt life 
enough to bid her an eternal adieu, and expired 
on ther boſom ; ſhe was juſt ready to follow him, 
when the enraged huſband rode up, T7 ſee cried 
he, you prefer the prieſt to me, and plunging his 
ſpear into her breaſt, which ſhe ſeemed to lay 
willingly open to him, ſhe expired with a ſmile. 
He then clapped ſpurs to his horſe, and would 
have made his eſcape, but was ſeized by his own 


ſervants, and conducted to Babylon, where he 


2 . met 


7 
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[ 168 ] | 
met with a puniſhment ſuitable to his execrable 
villainy. 4 
The emperor commanded due honours to the 

remains of ABELMOULIN, and the two illuſtrious 

lovers. And that the memory of ſo much grati- 

tude, and affection, might be tranſmitted as an 

example to poſterity, he commanded ARIS TIus, 

the Greek ſtatuary, to relate the melancholy hiſtory 
on the eaſtern tower of Babylon, where it remained 

with the ſmiles of the riſing ſun, at the time of 

ALExanDeR's conquering all the eaſt, 


r HE 


_ HK _ 


OF THE 


Princeſs PADMA NI. 


EK EB AR, the ſeventh emperor of the Mo- 

| guls, inherited the virtues and the courage 
of the illuſtrious TAMERLANE : all the good qua- 
lities of the Mogul princes ſeemed to be united in 


his perſon, . almoſt without a mixture of thoſe vi- 


ces. which make us look upon them as barbarians, . 


There has ſcarce been known a prince of a more 
penetrating and extenſive judgment, of a more 
generous and intrepid ſoul, and at the ſame time, 
tender, compaſſionate, and grateful. 


Among the many trlumphs that marked his glo- 
rious reign, the reduction of Chitor was not the 
leaſt conſiderable. An Tndian Raja, or prince of 


the race of the famous Rax a, who had formerly 


ſubmitted to the power of TAMERKLA NE, gave um- 
brage to Ax EBA R, who could not endure that he 
ſhould hold a kind of ſovereignty in his nega 


bourhood, | | | 
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This prince was called Rana, after the name 
of his anceſtors, and boaſted of being lineally deſ- 
cended from the antient Pox vs. The territories of 
the Raja were not above twelve days journey from 
Dely; Chitor, the capital of his country, was ra- 
ther a fortreſs than a town of trade: it is ſituated 


on a high mountain, ſurrounded with water on 


every ſide, in the midſt of a vaſt plain. The top 
of the mountain on which the town is built is a 
Hat. It is about a league and a half in circum- 
ference, and half a league over in ſome places. 
At the foot of the mountain, the Nug, a pretty 
large river, and very deep, glides gently along, 
a rivulet of the beſt water in the world takes its 


ſource in the town, makes a great many windings. 
within it, and at laſt having formed ſeveral natu- 


ral caſcades on the break of the mountain, throws 
itſelf into the river. Within the compaſs of the 


Fortreſs are ſeveral beautiful fields ſowed with rice, 


and watered by the overflowings of the rivulet. 
It affords proviſions enough to ſupply a tolerable 


large garriſon. ' A place inacceſſible, which wants 


neither victuals nor water, paſſes i in the Indies for 


impregnable. However this was the Place. which 


AKEBAR undertook to conquer. 


This young- emperor's paſſion for the princeſs 


PADMANI, the wife of Rana, repreſented that 


enterprize eaſy to him, which every one elſe 


thought impracticable. Before he would attempt 


ſo dangerous a ſiege, Ak E BAR, by his embaſſa- 
dors, let Rana underſtand, that ambition alone 


was 


—— 
— 


— 
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was not the motive of this undertaking, and that 
He might preſerve his country from the ruin which 
threatned it, by giving up the moſt beutiful prin- 


ceſs of the Eaſt, to the moſt potent monarch of the 
world. 


A propoſal of this kind is not ſo | racking in the 
Indies, as it would be in Europe, their laws allow. 
divorce; however, Rana had too much tender- 


neſs for PADbMAN H, to part with” her to a rival, 


aud would hear nothing more upon that ſubje& _ - 
but the dictates of his own valour and the tears of 
his wife, 


Can you find in your heart to abandon me, (ſays 
the virtuous princeſs,) 7o a tyrant whom I deteft? 
have we not ſtrength encugh in Chitor to conſume your 
enemy's forces, and extinguiſh his flame, by the — 
of a fruitleſs fiege ? at worftl, if I'muft loje my life, I 
will loſe it without regrets” provided I am not Jo un- 
happy as to ſurvive you.” 


Words ſo moving, determined Rana to prefer 


an honourable war, to an ignominious peace. He 


anſwered - the ambaſſador of Ax E DAR, that he 
would not adviſe his maſter to ſit down before 
Cbitor; but if his paſſion had the aſcendant over 


his reaſon, Ax E BAR ſhould find in the perſon of 
| Rana, a true Ragepute, capable of maintaining 
his rights, and incapable of violating his faith to 


PADMANI, 


I 2 The 
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The emperor was ſurpriſed at ſo haughty a re- 
ply ; he was not accuſtomed to meet with any op- 
poſition to his will, or be croſſed in his deſigns. 
Can it be poſſible, cried he, that there is a man up- 
on earth that dares diſobey me ?” He quickly aſſem- 
bled his victorious troops which had newly con- 
quered two kingdoms. 


Nor was Rana leſs active, but made prepara- 
tions for maintaining a long ſiege in Chitoy : he 
rouzed up, by his embaſſadors, the ſlothful Rajas 
in his neighbourhood : he gave them to under- 
ſtand, that their negligence muſt ſoon expoſe them 
to the tyranny of a Mahometan ; that the Moguls 
were a race of people but lately arrived in the In- 
dies, and who grew formidable only by the di- 
viſions of the Indians: that if the princes, vota- 


Ties of BN AMA, would unite againſt. the ſectaries 
of ManomerT, they might eaſily deſtroy them. 


James and Tara, both Rajas, and princes of 


two provinces bordering on Chor, joined their 
troops to thoſe of Rana, and came in perſon to 


make war againſt Ax E BAR. They appeared in 
the field at the head of their armies; but the 
Mogul, who advanced by long marches towards 
Chitor, quickly diſperſed them. The two brothers 
Had no other remedy but that of retiring into the 
ſtrong places of their provinces, and there expect 
the enemy, whoſe forces they were not able t6 
eee in the field. 


oy 


3 Never 


Tag] 
Never was there ſeen in Indeftan a finer nor a 


more numerous army than that of the Magul he 


ſpared no coſt to ſhew himſelf before Chitor in the 


__ utmoſt ſplendor. The richneſs of his tents is 


hardly to be conceived by us in Europe; all was 
gold about them. He thought by his magnificent 
equipage, to dazzle the princeſs Papmant, and 
by the number of his troops to . RaxA 
into fubmiſſion. 


Akiaw found by experience, that virtue and 
valour are ſometimes proof againſt the greateſt 
hopes or the greateſt fears. The gallant Indians 
beheld without emotion, from the top of their 
mountain, the magnificence and prodigious extent 


of the enemy's camp. The Mogul in the begin- 


ning of the ſiege, acted at once the ſoldier and 
the lover: he ſhot arrows into the town which 
carried letters for Papmani; the princeſs took 
no- notice of them : he puſhed the fiege like one 
in deſpair. He fired terribly upon the place from 
ſeveral batteries; but his cannon ſhooting up- 
wards, had little or no effect. 


The Indians from their ramparts inſulted the 
Mahometans, and reproached them with their 
want dþ bravery, though animated to the fight by 


. more paſſions than one. 


A Portugueſe | hiſtorian tells us, that the fi iege of 
Troy was ated over again in that of Chitor : he 
adds, that it laſted twelve years, and that PA D- 


MAN1 had time to grow old, while the Mogul en- 
I 3 deavoured 


[174] 

deavoured to win her by his arms. This is an- 
exaggeration which the Magul Chronicle does not 
confirm. The ſiege laſted at moſt but two years, 


and then concluded by a very extraordinary ad- 


venture. 


AxEBAR, wearied out by ſo obſtinate a reſiſt- 
ance, made ſhew of raiſing the ſiege of Chitor, and 
wrote to Rana a very obliging artful letter. He 
commended the Raja for his courage, but defired: 
he would grant him two favours, before he quit- 


ted an enterprize which he had undertaken to his 


confuſion ; firſt, that the Raja would give him a 
ſight of the princeſs, whom he had not known 
but by public fame ; next, that he would permit 
him to go into Chiror and ſee the only place in 
the world capable of reſiſting his power. 


The Raja granted him the ſecond demand very 
freely, but refuted the firſt, He conſented that 
the Mogul ſhould enter Chitor, attended by only 
fifty of his officers, but would not promiſe that he 

ſhould ſee Papmani. | 


Ak BAR, accepted the Raja's offer; and hav- 


ing received hoſtages for the ſecurity of his perſon, 


he entered Chbitor with a ſmaller number of at- . 


tendants than was allowed him. The emperor 


received from Rana all the reſpect and all the 


diſtinction due to his rank. He was regaled in 
the palace after the Indian manner. The enter- 
tainment was civil on both ſides; but Ax EBAR, 
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who poſſeſſed the moſt perſuaſive eloFaence, back 


the art to make Rana grant him more than he 
had promiſed. When he ſaw the Indian warmed 


wich wine, he intreated him to fend. for PADMANE 


for one moment, The Raja was willing, but 
they had great difficulty to get the princeſs to con- 
ſent, At laſt in compliance to her huſband, ſhe 
ſhewed herſelf, but diſappeared" in an inflant, 


This indiſcretion of Rana coſt him dear: AkE- 


BaR's paſſion was much more enflamed upon fight 
of the princeſs, however he had command enough 
over himſelf to diſſemble it : he made Rana be- 


lieve that he was reſolved to raiſe the ſiege from a 


place which had already given him but too much 
trouble, and prudently forbore to intermix in his 
diſcourſe any praiſes of PaDM ANT, but ſuch as 
were cold and indifferent. 


Kana, thus deceived by appearances, treated 
his moſt cruel enemy without the leaſt diſtruſt : he 
received his preſents, and gave him others in re- 


turn. Ax RBAR beſtowed on the prince a ſcymetar 


adorned with diamonds, and Rana made the em- 
peror accept of ſome jewels, and now the hour of 
their parting drew near. Ax x BAR walked towards 
the gate of the fortreſs, followed only by forty of 
his attendants; Rana, to ſhew his reſpect, inſiſt- 
ed upon waiting on him to the gate. During 
their walk, Ak E BAR renewed his kind proteſta- 
tions. At laſt they came to the gate of the fortreſs, 
where the Mogul, as a farther teſtimony of his 
friendſhip, would put about the neck of Rana 

I 4 one 


— 1 [ 176 ] 

one of thoſe large pearl necklaces which in Trdi a 
the men wear as well as the women. He took 
care to ſtring it with ſome of the ſtrongeſt twiſt ; 

and dragged him by this collar out of the gate, 
while his forty ſoldiers oppoſed. the guard, who 
made a motion to reſcue their prince. The Magul 
forced the Iazdian to mount a horſe ; and after hav- 
ing received ſome diſcharges from the muſquets 
on the ener 2705 they conducted Rana alive to 
the emperor's camp. 


In the mean time the uproar made at the gate 
put the whole town into a conſternation: the peo- 
ple thoaght/zhe enemy had ſurpriſed it; and 
certainly had the Magul been but a little better 
provided with an armed force to ſecond his deſign, 
he might eaſily have carried the place. 


Fame, which ever magnifies, brought to Pan- 
MAN1's ears the news of a ſudden eruption of 
the enemy, and that her huſband was miſſing in 
the tumult. The gallant princeſs did not ſuffer 
herſelf to be overwhelmed with this unexpected 
diſaſter; ſhe immediately got on horſeback, and 
with her lance in her hand, appeared at the head 
of her troops, reſolved to conquer or die. She l 
did not learn the truth of Ax RE BAR's treachery, 1 
and the forcing away of Ra xa, till ſhe came up- ; 
on the very ſpot: ſhe perceived plainly enough 1 
that ſhe had been the true cauſe of his misfortune, 
but ſhe thought fit to conceal that part. Tie is 
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dead, ſhe cried, that deareſt huſhand is dead, whom 


- my tenderneſs has undone. Let us think no more of re- 


covering him by a diſhonourable compoſition, but re- 
venge his death by ſeeing the authors of it fall in heaps 


about us." 


Papmani, without ſhedding a tear, though 
pierced with the ſharpeſt ſorrow, walked round 


the ramparts, gave all the neceſſary orders, en- 


couraged the ſoldiers, and animated the principal 
leaders. In fine, ſhe ſhewed herſelf as much ſu- 
perior to the men in prudence and courage, as 


ſhe ſurpaſſed in beauty all thoſe of her own ſex. 


AkrgAR had now flattered himſelf that he 
ſhould quickly become maſter of the fortreſs, and 
gave the beſieged to underſtand, that if they did 
not deliver up the place, and the princeſs, he 
would firſt cauſe Rana's head to be ſtruck off, 
and conclude his revenge by ſacking the town, 
and putting the inhabitants to the ſword. The 
brave Amazon anſwered, that her huſband hav- 
ing fallen into the hands of a perjured man, ſhe 
was no longer in doubt of his death; but ſtill 


there remained Rageputes enough of his nation 


to revenge their ſovreign : that for her part, ſhe 
would employ all the authority heaven' had given 
her over her people, to raiſe up to the Mogul ene- 


mies yet more formidable than Rax A; and that 


the principal leaders of her army had ſworn to 
loſe their lives rather than ſurrender the place. 
| 1 5 AKEBAR 
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Ax R BAR was not ignorant of the firmneſs of the 
Rageputes in all their reſolutions; he choſe there- 
fore to raiſe the ſiege, and endeavour to obtain 
the princeſs by way of negotiation. An ambaſ- 
ſador was ſent to PabuA N, loaded with rich pre- 
ſents, and the moſt paſſionate letters. AKE BAR 
repreſented to the princeſs, that ſhe had given 
proofs enough of the fidelity due to her huſband ; 
that it was now time to make ſome condeſcenſion 
in favour of a great emperor, and her own inte- 


reſt; that her tenderneſs for Rana could not bet- 


ter appear than by procuring the liberty of her 
captive huſband ; that by redeeming Rana from 
his captivity, ſhe might make herſelf the greateſt * 
queen in the world. 


They ſhewed her at the ſame time letters ex- 
torted from the captive prince, in which he con- 


jured her to make herſelf happy by ſetting him at 


liberty. The heroine rightly apprehended, that 
Rana's was only a forced confent, and that her 
own glory depended upon an inviolable fidelity to 
him; yet ſhe thought it not unlawful to play the 


| hypocrite, and deceive a deceiver, who had rob- 


bed her of ker huſband. She let the Mogul un- 
derſtand, that ſhe began to waver in her feſolu- 
tion, and that ambition had ſhaken her conſtan- 
cy; that if her vows did not bind her indiſpenſi- 
bly to Rana, ſhe would think herſelf happy in 
being ſultaneſs to ſo great a prince; but that ſhe 


had ſworn to her firſt huſband, by all their gods, 
| | that 


[ 279 J 
that ſhe would never be the wife of another, 
without an expreſs conſent from his own mouth; 
that the emperor might chuſe either to ſuffer Ra- 
NA to come to Chitor, or permit PApMANi to go 
and demand her huſband's conſent, in the place 
0 oe ep, | 14 8 


fp 9 che laſt 3 and con- 
ſented to let the princeſs come with a good guard 
to pay her huſband a viſit. A caſtle in the neigh- 
bourhood of Agra was Rana's priſon: it is im- 
poſſible to expreſs the impatience of Ax EBAR for 
the arrival of a princeſs at his capital for whom 
he had expended ſuch vaſt treaſures, and expoſed 
himſelf to ſo many dangers. Couriers upon cou- 
riers were diſpatched to entreat her not to defer 
her departure. The emperor ſent her preſents 
every hour of jewels, fruits, and a myfterious 
kind 'of noſegays, which are made uſe of in the 
© eaſt to expreſs, by matching of flowers, the ſenti- 
ments of the heart. 


The princeſs got ready her equipage with all 
; poſſible ſpeed ; the moſt ſumptuous pallanquins 
were prepared for her journey: | Theſe are a kind 
of Indian chaiſes, in which people of quality are 
carried on the ſhoulders of ten or a dozen flaves ; 

they are long enough to fleep in, as in a litter: 
thoſe for the men are open at top; but the wo- 8 
men's are cloſe, and of a much larger ſize. Four 

may ſit conveniently in one of them; fo that 
k there 
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chere is need of twenty ſlaves to bear thoſe in 
which the princeſſes are carried. | 


PApMANI ſhut up eight of the braveſt of her 


ſubjects in the two pallanquins, an enjoined them 


a profound ſilence during the journey; for her 
own part ſhe remained at Chitor, and ſent away 


the pallanquins with a good guard. The project 


was executed with ſo much ſecrecy that the whole 


town was deceived. The people were all in tears 
at the ſuppoſed departure of their princeſs, and 
followed the pallanquins in crouds: out of the 


town. Mean time Pap MANI keeping very private 


in her palace, had the pleaſure to ſee the ſorrow 
of her er for their n loſs. 


As ſoon as the emperor Was informed that. the 
princeſs was ſet out for Agra, he appointed ſeye- 


ral perſons to meet. and compliment her. The 
princeſs's firſt eunuch, Who managed the intrigue, 


and was ſhut up 1n the pallanquin, in which the 
princeſs was ſuppoſed to be, made anſwers for 


her. Among, other things, he let the emperor 


know, in the name of Papwuax1, that if ſhe met 


with the leaſt interruption in her journey, or was 
hindered from proceeding direQly to her huſband, 

without going through the capital; or even, : if ſhe 
was diſturbed in her converſation with Ra xa, that 


ſhe was determined to ſtab herſelf with a dagger 


Which ſhe brought for that purpoſe, and held rea- 
dy in her hand for fear of any ſurpriſe. 
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AxEBAR had not a thought of making the leaſt 


oppoſition to the princeſs's will. He ſent her 


word, that ſhe ſhould be at full liberty to ſee Ra- 
Na, to diſcourſe with him, and bid him adieu. 
The nearer the pallanquins approached Agra, the 
more couriers were diſpatched to wait on them. 


They were met by them at every village, and ſtill 


the eunuch gave anſwers to the letters of Ax EBAR. 


About half a day's journey from Agra, and three 


or four leagues from the caſtle where Rana was 
priſoner, they met a magnificent equipage, which 
the emperor had ſent to receive the princefs. 
The Rageputes arrived about the evening at the 
place where Rana was priſoner: . 


The two pallanquins only, and ſome officers of 
PapMaANn1's guard, were permitted to enter the 
caſtle; theſe officers, together with the Rageputes 


0 ſhut. up in the pallanquins, diſpatched the gover- 


nor of the caſtle, who firſt advanced to receive the 


' princeſs; afterwards becoming maſters of the 


guard, they delivered Rana from his impriſon- 
ment. 'They mounted him on a very fleet horſe ; 


and, as they had poſted change enough on the 
road, the Raja ſoon arrived at Chitor, where he 


made Papmani1 all the acknowledgements due to 
his dehyerer. | 


Mean time AxzBar was waiting impatiently 
in a garden for the arrival of the princeſs. When 
word was brought him that Rana had made his 


er 1 hae: ſome armed men had been con- 


cealed 
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cealed in the pallanquins inſtead of Pavmani, he 
. commanded the meſſenger's head to be ſtruck off 
who brought this news; but coming to himſelf a 
moment after, he was contented to forbid him his 
preſence for ever. Purſue, purſue Ra x A, cries 
he; but RAN A. was got too far on his road to be 
- overtaken. As to the Rageputes, who had ſerved 
as a convoy to the pallanquins, after having march- 
ed all night with great expedition, they found 
themſelves about the morning in the territories of 
a Raja, and a friend to the prince of Chitor, and at 
laſt got ſafe into their own country. 


As ſoon as Rana was 8 to his fortreſs, 
he wrote an inſulting letter to Ax EBA R; he re- 
proached him with his perfidiouſneſs, and rallied 
him on the ill ſucceſs of his amours; ; he haughtily 


_ defied him to come a ſecond time to try his for- 


tune againſt the citadel of Chitor 5. and added, 
that after having been baffled and outwitted by. a 


woman, he might very well expect to be vanquiſh- 


ed by an army of Rageputes, who waited his arri- 
val with impatience. Rana did more than inſult 


his enemy with letters; he erected in the market- 
place of Cbitor a pillar, on which were engraven 


theſe words, Newer truft the eg r who Ave 
betrayed you. 


The behaviour of Rax aA, and the indifference 

of the princeſs Papmani, provoked Ak EBAA 
* ſuch a degree, that he was no longer maſter of 
himſelf, Once more he aſſembled his troops ; be 
avgmented 
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augmented his artillery ; he prepared machines; 
in a word, he made ſuch proviſion for the fiege of 
Chitor, that he believed the taking of it infallible. 
In this aſſurance he ſurrounded the place on every 
fide; he raiſed platforms, on which he planted 
his engines: the aſſaults were furious, and were 
equally ſuſtained. 


The Mogul was now no more that amorous 
prince, who ſeemed tender of the lives of his 
princeſs's people; but an emperor enraged to the 
laſt degree, who.came to avenge a perſonal affront. 


The two principals were continually attentive ; 


one to puſh the fiege, and the other to defeat it, 
Rana fcarce ever quitted the ramparts, where he 
encouraged kis men, and repaired the breaches, 


 AxEBAR, on his fide, often mounted the plat- 


forms, and gave his orders for forming the attacks. 
One day as Ax E BAR was taking a view of the 
place from one of, thoſe platforms, almoſt equal 
in height with the walls of Chitor, he perceived an 
officer walking careleſly on the ramparts ; he took 
aim with his fuſee, and ſhot the Raja dead upon 


the ſpot. Two days after the emperor had an ac- 


count that he had killed his rival ; that his body 
was burned in great pomp ; and that the generous 
PapMaAN1, according to the cuſtom of the Rage- 
pute princeſſes, had thrown herſelf into the flames, 
and mingled her aſhes with thoſe of her huſband. 


-— Chitor ſtill made ſome reſiſtance ; but at laſt was 


forced to yield to the valour and fortune of Ax x- 
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The MokALIST. 


IN the banks of the great river, within three 
days journey of the capital of Baſra, lived 


Mix za the wiſe; thirty years enjoyment of ſweet 
peace and contentment had given him no difrelith 
to the converſe of men; his heart was dilated with 
- humanity and beneficence; though he lived in 


ſolitude he loved his fellow-creatures, and it was 
rather to have leiſure to cultivate virtue in his ſoul 
than through a moroſeneſs of diſpoſition, that he 
choſe this delightful retreat. Mix Zz A well knew 
what was in the power of riches to beſtow; his 
palace was adorned with the filver of the Za, his 
garments were bright with the diamonds of Go/- 
conda; many years was he happy i in the ſmiles of 
the Sultan, and hundreds of ſlaves were proftrate 
at his feet; yet did not Mirza abuſe the power 
he poſſeſſed, for he was faithful to his maſter, 
though the friend of the people. No complaints 


of injuſtice were made during his miniſtry, for 


* 


years lived; the bleſſings of the people attended 


law, when too ſevere, was tempered oy equity. 


This was the fate in which Min za for many 


his 
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Alis footſteßs, and the day was too ſhort to Gon 
of his praiſes, Bleſſed is MixzA! would the 
multitude cry; he is the father of the orphan, the 
friend of the poor. What could man defire more 
to be compleatly happy, will the ſenſualiſt ſay ? 
but Mirza was no ſenſualiſt ; his eyes were not 
dazzled by the falſe glare of grandeur; he knew 
himſelf mortal, though raiſed above the reſt of 
men. In a life of employed attention, who can 
cultivate virtue? in the midft of a city, who can 
court retirement? yet virtue was the darling of 
MiRza's ſoul, and retirement the garden in which 
he choſe to cultivate it, For virtue did he give 
up the pleaſures of ſociety, for virtue did he for- 
feit the favour of the Sultan. Why, ſays Acymer 
the proud, will Mix za leave the palace of delight 
to ſeek for retirement in an uncultivated vale ? If 
he is not happy, let him aſk and poſſeſs ; he keeps 
the key of his Sultan's favour, and riches and 
- honour ſhall await his demand. Why will Mirza 
leave the city of the faithful, why will he perſiſt 
in refuſing our graces? But Mirza was deaf to 
the voice of entreaty, and Acamer unwillingly 
permitted him to retire. The Lord of the heavens 
proſpers the virtuous, for Mizza's arrival made 
the vale a Paradiſe ; his labours were bleſſed with 
a plenteous encreaſe, his herds were fruitful, and 
his flocks filled the vale; moon ſucceeded moon 
without robbing hint of his eaſe, in his health he 
reſembled a full-grown cedar tree. Meditating 


on the joys of a well-ſpent life, he ſaw approaching 
a youth 
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a youth arrayed in native grandeur, the ſmiles of 
complacency ſhone in his countenance, the fire of 
magnanimity ſparkled in his eyes. A ſlave de- 
clared him to be ALuged, whom Mix z à thus 
addrefled, ** Particularly bleſſed art thou above the 


weft of men, thou Jon of MESSEN; thy wirtues merit the 
choice place in Paradiſe that is reſerved for thee, and 


happy is Massour quhoſe ſervant thou art.” Al- 
LURED, the vizir, was young, valiant, and beau- 


' tiful as an arch-angel. Massovy ſaw the firſt 


dawn of his merit, and girding him with his own 
ſword, gave him the ſeat of honour: he now 
commanded an army againſt the enemies of the 
Faith; but, conſcious of his youth, determined 
to aſk advice relative to the future conduct of his 


life: he admired the glow of wiſdom that adorned 
the ſage, and was ſtruck with veneration at the 
| majeſty of his deportment. He formed his whole 


ſoul to attention, when Mirza thus began——_ 


«© Come hither, my ſon, and liſten to the voice of 
experience; in wiſdom alone is to be found true 
happineſs. I knew thy father well; to me was he 
indebted for that portion of the ſultan's favour he 


enjoyed; the holy prophet permitted the ſun of 


proſperity to ſhine upon him, and, as the greateſt 
of bleſſings, gave thee to him for a ſon.— Know, 
ALuURED, thou wert not born for thyſelf alone; 
thou oweſt thy life to many; be ever ready to de- 
vote it to the faith thou profeſſeſt, as by that means 
thou ſecureſt thyſelf a place in Paradiſe, When 
5 | the 
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thereof. Be not diſpirited, though thou ſeeſt vir- 
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the ſultan thy maſter, who has heaped ſo many 
favours on thee, requireth thy life, be not back- 
ward in the offer, but meet death with a ſmile ; 
for the moſt lingering death 1s preferable to a life 
of ingratitude ; if thou hadſt a thouſand lives thou 


oweſt them all to thy country; nature hath im- 


planted in us a love for that ſpot wherein we firſt 
drew breath; no air ſo chearing to us, as that 
which nouriſhed our infant lungs. At the hazard 
of thy life defend thy friend's good name; for ſo 
ſhalt thou hope for a return in kind, when the 
tongue of calumny attacketh thee, Defend thy 
ſoul from the firſt approaches of vice, and yield 
not thy reaſon to folly, though her habit may be 
alluring. Condemn no one unheard; for what 
worſe can be ſaid of a man, than to call him un- 
juſt. Be not led away by vanity, though thou en- 
joyeſt the ſmiles of thy maſter : our holy prophet 


hath placed thee in an eminent ſtation, not to lord 


it over thy fellow creatures, but to give thee more 
extenſive opportunities of exerciſing thy virtues, 
Be at all times mindful, that there is no other dif- 
ference betwixt thee and the meaneſt ſoldier thou 
commandeſt, but that thy merit is ſeen and reward- 
ed: let this be a conſtant leſſon of humility; a2 
word from Massovr reverſeth the ſcene, and 
maketh him thy commander. Be careful to ſow 
the ſeeds of wiſdom in thy youth, how elſe, in 
this ſhort life, canſt thou expect to enjoy the fruits 


tue 


[188 ] 
tue oppreſſed with misfortune ; on ſach occaſions 
reflect there is a life after this. Let thy charity be 
extended even to the brute creation, when they 
want thy afliſtance ; they never prove ungrateful 
for benefits received. In whatever relates to thy- 


ſelf, let reaſon guide thee ; but when the intereſt 


of another is concerned, let conſcience be thy di- 
rector. Lend not thine ear to the voice of the 


anderer; and if thou attendeſt to the words of 


the flatterer, thy title to wiſdom is forfeited, Let 
not thy love to thy. maſter be ſhewn by indulging 


his paſſions, but by being his faithful advifer, Be 

not ſo fond of the high ſtation thou enjoyeſt, as to 
be hereafter incapable of ſpending, like me, thy 
latter days in retirement. Know, ALvureD, that 
J was for many years as the ſword-arm to the com- 
mander of the faithful; the ſun-ſhine of proſperi- 
ty ſhone on me with an uninterrupted ray; my 


words were fraught with wiſdom, and ſucceſs a- 
waited on all my enterprizes; but herein did 1 
chiefly ſhew my wiſdom, that whilſt fortune ſmiled, 


J courted retirement, quitting the favour of the 
commander of the faithful, to ſeek the grace of 
my maker, and his holy prophet Manomer. If 

thou art as wiſe as I think thee, ALureD, thou 


wilt, before age overtakes thee, follow my ex- 
ample.” l | 


The ſon of Mgesex, whoſe attention had been 
continually engaged, ſmilingly bowed with all the 
modeſty of youth; and, full of admiration at 

| = what 
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what he had heard, ©. retiring joined his traops, in 
order to execute the commands of the ſultan his 


- maſter, h 
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Tranſlated from the Arabic of EBN 


SADOC. 


LUCK me, great prophet, a quil from the 
wing of an eagle, that I may do juſtice to the 
virtues of ALappin. Great was he among the 


ſons of men, conſpicuous i in Baſra for the virtues 
of his mind; hundreds waited each morning to be 


bleſſed with his ſmiles, thouſands made him the 
ſubject of their daily converſations; every tongue 
was employed 1 in his praiſes, every eye gladdened 
with joy when he made his appearance; ſeven 


years did the commander of the faithful ſmile up- 


on him, ſeven years did he with univerſal applauſe 
execute the office of vizier of Baſſora.— AL ADbDIx 
was magnanimous as the lion of the deſart, and 
ambitious as the eagle that approaches the ſun ; 
daily did he attend to his duty at the efincipel 
moſque, hourly did he meditate on the life of our 
prophet : all the precepts of the Koran did he ſa- 
credly keep, and prayed with fervency at the ap- 


pointed 


. t + 491 1 „ 
pointed N his charity was eee by 
the poor of the city, and numberleſs bleſſings at- 
tended his footſteps. His fidelity to the com- 
mander of the faithful was unitnpeached, and his 
bi | courage made him -terrible to the enemies of his 
1 maſter; watch ful of their wiles as the tyger of the 
mountain, he darted on them with the ſwiftneſs of 
a black ſerpent: terror awaited the ſtroke of his 
ſabre, and fire was ſeen at the feet of his horſe; 
impetuous as the waves beating the foot of a rock, 
reſiſtance was vain when ALappan led the battle. 
Reſplendant as the ſun at the head of the victorious 
troops, the eyes of the people. followed him witk : 
admiration : in form he reſembled the guardians - 
of Paradiſe, and in looks of benignity was like | . 
the ſpirit GruEL: tall as the towering palm Was 
ALADDIN the beloved; his countenance might be 
compared to a ſummer's morning. Thirty times 
had he ſeen the face of nature clothed with an en- 
chanting verdure; thirty times in his life had been 
gathered che luſcious date. Al A DDIx was in the 
Aower of his youth, when MzsEk the wife thus 
addreſſed him in private.“ Bleſfngs on thy hea, © 
' thou Javourite of the great prophet ;. I come to thee by : 
ManoMET's command, and theſe are the words he des 
livered to me in a viſion : Go, MkEsBk, 70 ALAB- 
„ pix, vigzier of Baſſora; tell him that the moſt high ' 
| approves of his li fe, and encourage him ſtill to perſevere” 
in a courſe of virtues. Activity * bufneſs deftroy tbe 
power of meditation, retirement alone ſuits à life of dei 
Dotion e bid ALavbain henceforth think of the joys ef 
contemplinion, 6 and quit the ſtage on which he has —_ 
au 1 
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Tell his part; let him retire to mount Akan, there 


voll he find the means of being completely happy.” 


ALappin the vizier prepared for his journey, 
and reſigned the high office he enjoyed at Baſſora. 
Sorrow was ſeen on the face of ſultan Hassan, 
and the people were inconſolable for the loſs of 
their beloved. The prayers of the Mullahs were 
for bleſſings on his head, and he made his retreat 
amidſt the praiſes of the good. With chearful- 
neſs and due obedience did ALappin retire, and 
went to mount Aran in the prime of his life; there 
was he for two years eſteemed the oracle oi the 
faithful, and all who went to Mecca ſtopped at his 
hermitage. By the labour of his hands did he 
cultivate his garden, and the earth ſeemed pleaſed | 
to yield forth her increaſe. But, alas! how little 
durable 1s earthly happineſs! He had ſoon reaſon 
to lament the diſtreſs of his country; the Kievans 
ravaged the plains of the city, and dared even ap- 
proach the walls of Bafſora. The ſultan Hass an 
invited ALAappin to come into his preſence, and 
ſent his wiſeſt viziers to perſuade him to quit his 
retreat; but honours had loſt their charms to 
ALAaDDIN, and he preferred his little hermitage | 
to the court of the ſultan, 'The fight of his faith- 
ful ſoldiers could not induce him to return ; he 
contented himſelf with giving his advice to their 
preſent commanders : the riches the ſultan offer'd 
he looked at without defire, and bluſhing refuſed 
to o put on the robe of honour; 5 a chearful contem- 
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plation was become his only pleaſure, and the 
world ſeemed to have no joys that could tempt 
him to quit it. What then, ſaid Hassan, muſt 
1 do to recover ALappin ? He refuſes my offers with- 
out pride, and with humility refigns to others my favour 3 
but ALADDIN, the beloved of the prophet, muſt com- 
mand my armies, and affift me with his advice to carb 
the inſolence of the Kievans. Go tell him, that half 
any kingdom ſhall be the reward of his ſervices.” 


ALapDin was fearful of being thought ungrate- 
ful, yet ſtill declined accepting the ſultan's offer ; 
his ſoul was dead to ambition, and all ordinary 
paſſions. But Hassan did not yet deſpair ; he 
ſent ALAaDDIN a beautiful emerald, and he with 
joy accepted the preſent that was made him; the 
evening of the day brought him to Bafſora, and 
he ſpeedily conquered the haughty Kiewans, He 


never repined at leaving his retreat, but happily 


ſpent his hfe in the ſervice of his maſter. 


Let not ALappin be charged with fickleneſs, 
for the temptation was great that was laid in his 
way. Why did he prefer a gem to half a king- 
dom? Why did he take an emerald rather than the 
riches of ſultan HAss ax? AL ADD IN preferred the 
gem to the kingdom, becauſe beauty offered it 
kneeling at his feet. Al Ap DIx thought an emerald 
of more value than treaſure, Becauſe ZELISs, the 
ſiſter of Hass Ax, intreated him to take it. Al Ap- 
DIN's heart was ſuſceptible of love; ZELIs was as 
beautiful as an Houri of Paradiſe, and her mind 
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ſhone conſpicuous in her every feature. Hass Ax 
ſent the gem by the hands of ZEL IS, judging that 
wiſdom would give way to love. ALapnin was 
ſtruck with the ſplendor of her charms, and yield- 
ed to the offer that was made him of her perſon, 
Pleaſure awaited this illuſtrious marriage, and the 
Hearts of the faithful were filled with joy. Bleflin gs 
increaſed with the number of their years, and the 
poor were happy 1 in the preſence of ALADDIN. 


Thus are we by daily experience "FIOY that 
love has power over the wiſeſt of men, when am- 
bition, riches, and royal favour have reſigned 


ö their ſway. 
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The CoQUeTTsE. 


ULIMA, the daughter of Anrurazan, 

was formed for pleaſure, finiſhed for delight. 
She was tall as the towering palm, and ſtrait as the 
lofty pine. Her countenance was animated with 
the glow of health, and her ſmile was as the dawn 
of the vernal day. Symmetry was diſcernable in 
every limb, in every geſture grace. The hearts 
of the young men bounded with joy at her ap- 
proach. They declared ſhe was fairer than a 
Hour ; and even the daughters of the land con- 
feſſed ſhe was beautiful. Vet with all her perſonal 
advantages, Zul iua, though ſhe excited admi- 
ration, could not attract eſteem. She was thought- 
leſs and volatile, fantaſtical and capricious, and 
ſo giddy with the intoxicating fumes of adulation; 
that ſhe ſpent the greateſt part of her time in 
changing the poſition of her veſtments, and alters. 
ing the arrangement of her jewels. Sometimes 
ſhe braided her jetty treſſes, which were black as 


the feathers of the raven, and turn them up under 


a muſlin, bordered with ſilver;and gold; ſome- 


times ſhe ſuffered them to flow careleſly on her 
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ſhoulders, over an azure robe, and placed new- 
blown roſes on her forehead, which was as ſpaci- 
ous as a full moon. Sometimes ſhe threw a tranſ- 
parent veil over her, but praiſed a thouſand arts 
to make it riſe and fall, and diſcover to the 
enamoured gazer, teeth white as the tuſks of the 
elephant, lips red as the ruby of Ava, cheeks 
tinged with the bluſhes of the morning, and eyes 
piercing as thoſe of the eagle. While ſhe was re- 
clined on a ſofa, one evening, after a ſultry day, 
under a pavillion in the garden of her father AB u- 
KAZan, and lay ruminating on her methods to in- 
creaſe her charms, and extend her conqueſts, ſhe 
ſaw a thick ſmoke riſe out of the ground. It curl- 
ed like a vine, and aſcended like a column. 
While ſhe was earneſtly watching its progreſs, a 
little old man, with a beard whiter than ſnow, 


which reached to his feet, appeared before her. 


Tour, ſaid he, liſten to the voice of inſtructi- 
on, and let not the accents of reproot be diſregarded. 
J am the genius ABDARIC. I behold thy beauties 
with delight. Be not therefore vain, for know I 
behold them with concern. I am come from the 
bottom of the earth to teach thee wiſdom, and to 
ſnatch thee from deflruction. Follow my advice 
and be happy. Thou vainly fancieſt, unthinking 
Zuiima, that the fame of thy beauty will be 
wa'ted to the pinoacles of Agra by the ſighs of thy 


adorers, and that their applauſes will be heard from 


the ci 35 of Taurus to the Indian ocean. Thou doſt 
not ohe, trail child of the duſt, that thou art 
ſ{ub;cct to the moſt loathſome diltempers, I hou 
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doſt not conſider, that a leproſy may render 
thee an object of deteſtation, and that the ſprings 
of life may be poiſoned by maladies innumerable. 
If the angel of benevolence ſhould intercede for 
thee at the throne of the great ALLa; if the 
governor of the univerſe ſhould command the 
clouds of ſickneſs never to burſt upon thy head, 

yet no interceeding angel can reſcue thee from the 
gripe of age, and diſengage thee from the talons 
of decripitude. Thy love-darting eyes muſt loſe 
their luſtre, 'and grow dim with years: thy bloom- 


ing cheeks muſt be ſhrivelled like autumnal leaves; 


and thy graceful body muſt be bent like the bow 
of the hunter, Thy admirers will then ſhun thee 


with as much caution as they would the mouth of 


a famiſhed tyger, or the jaws of an hungry croco- 
dile; and ſtart from thee affrighted, as if they 
had felt the ſting of a ſcorpion, or the puncture of 
an aſp. Then wilt thou be the unhappieſt of wo- 
men. Thou adorneſt with too much ſolicitude thy 
outward form, which will periſh like a garment- 
devoured by the moth, and which will be ſmote 


by the arrows of death, as graſs is levelled by the 
ſcythe of the mower, whilſt thy mind, which will! 


endure for ever, reſembles the barren mountain, 
or the uncultivated deſart.— Think therefore O 
daughter of pleaſure, e' er it is too late. Reflect, 
whilſt thou art capable of reflection. I am come 


from the bottom of the earth to make thee wiſer, 


better, and even more lovely. Watch thy behavi- 
our with the ſtricteſt vigilance, and let not the 
ſlighteſt ſigns of pride, levity, or ſelf- admiration, 
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be perceptible in thy looks, thy actions, or thy 
words. Seem not to be conſcious of thy charms, 
and thy will beam forth with redoubled ſplendor: 
forget that thou art fairer than other women, and 
thou wilt be the faireſt among them. Be not over 
ſtudious to make thy neck ſhine with the gloſſy 
pearls of Manar, and thy hair glitter with the 
diamonds of Golconda. Be neat in thy perſon, be 
plain in thy apparel. Simplicity is beyond mag- 
nificence. Lovelineſs wants not the aid of orna- 
ment, but is, when unadorned, adorned the moſt. 
Do not hang over fountains for the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing thy image reflected in them. Such a dehre can 
only be prompted by vanity, and ought therefore 
to be ſuppreſſed. Cenſure not thy virgin compa- 
nions, becaule they have not the ſame external at- 
tractions thou art favoured with, for they may be 
poſſeſſed of accompliſhments ſuperior to thine, 
though they are not ſo conſpicuous. Behold this 
taliſman; view it with attention: it is the taliſman 
of trath, made with the fineſt cryſtal, and ſo won- 
derfully conſtrudted that it will not only ſhew thee 
what thou art, but what thou ſhouldeſt be. When 
thou reſembleſt in every reſpec the character I have 


drawn for thee, though wilt appear in the moſt 


amiable light: but when any irregular paſſion, or 
any vicious inclination takes poſſeſſion of thy heart, 
and ſtimulates thee to commit an unbecoming, or 
an immoral action, thou wilt ſee thyſelf in the 
moſt odious colours.—Thou wilt be changed into 
a monſter of uglineſs. In ſuch circumſtances think 
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on me. Repent, reform, and thou wilt. be re- 
ſtored to thy priſtine beauty. 


When the genius had uttered the laſt word, he 
put the taliſman into her hand, and inſtantly diſ- 
appeared, with the pillar of ſmoke, but left a 
ſcent behind him grateful as the evening breeze 
which plays among the Saban ſpices, or the fra- 
grant gale which flutters An the e mu- dini 


8 trees of Arabia. 


bab 5 aſtonimment at the ſudden appear- | 
ance of the genius deprived her of the powers bf; .;-" 
fpeech, but the various emotions which ſhe felt 
during his addreſs to her were charactered in her 


countenance. When he told her that he Was de- 


exultation: her eyes ſparkled with joy, her boſom 
panted with ſatisfaction. But when he informed 
her that ſhe was ſubject to the moſt loathſome diſ- 
tempers, ſhe trembled and grew. pale. She was 
chilled with horror when he talked of the gripe of 
age, and ſhuddered at the mention of the talons of 
decripitude. When he told. her ſhe would. be de- 
ſerted by her admirers, as ſoon as ſhe had no charms 
to allure them, ſhe was torpid with amazement, 
but when he aſterwards aſſured her ſhe would be- 
come more beautiful by regarding his admonitions, 
her heart danced with rapture, and her lips quiver- 
ed with extaſy. She was ſomewhat diſconcerted to 
hear him prefer plainneſs, neatneſs and ſimplicity, 
to pomp, grandeur, and magniſicence; and to 
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kar ſelf-admiration and cenſorronlnels condemned 


by him 12 ſeverity. 


She was e e ſoon after his dee 
arture, that it was neceſſary to follow the rules 
he had preſcribed ; for on ſurveying herſelf.in the 
taliſman, ſhe diſcovered ſuch an alteration in her 
perſon, that ſhe was ſtruck with fear, and let it fall 


to the ground; but when ſhe carefully took it up. 


with a with that it might not be broken, ſhe look- 
ed, on a ſecond view, as engaging as ever. From 


chat moment ſhe determined. to obey her monitor. 
with punctuality; ; and after having proſtrated her- 


ſelf to implore the aſſiſtance of him who dwelleth. 
in the third heaven, ſhe returned to the houſe of 


her father. 


When a few moons had paſſed away, Ha up, 
a young man of large poſſeſſions, and remarkable 
integrity- demanded Zul IuA for a wife, His 


palace dazzled the eye with its magnificence; his 


dreſs was purple, enriched with gold, and the 


| Jewels in his turban glittered like the rays of the 


ſun. He commanded, by inheritance, an exten- 
five tract of land, which was cultivated like a gar- 
den. Herds innumerable lowed in his fields, and 
flocks without number bleated .in his paſtures, 
Yet in the midſt of his riches Hamep was tem- 
perate; fifty women only had he in his haram. 
He had many perſonal perfections, but they were 


enfling, compared to the beauties of his mind, 
which 
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which reſembled an emerald of ineſtimable value, 
depoſited in a golden caſket. | 


The firſt view of Zutima's uncommon charms 
firuck him at once with wonder and delight. She 
appeared to his raviſhed eyes as majeſtic as the ce- 
dar of Lebanon, and graceful as the tulip of Can- 
dahar. He poured forth his ſoul before her, called 
her the light of his life, and ſwore: ſhe was more 
lovely than the daughters of Paradiſe. ZAvULIiMA 
| ſoon became inebriated with the homage paid to 
| her, and imagining too haſtily that ſhe ſhould in- 
creaſe his ſenſibility by retarding the completion of 
his wiſhes, and quicken deſire by protracting the 
moment of poſſeſſion, urged him, by turns, to 
hope and to deſpair, by every feminine artifice ſhe 
could think of, But Hamep ſoon diſcovered, that 
the heart of Zul iu was as deceitful as the ocean, 
when it is unruffled by a breeze, and that ſhe was 
_ neither charmed by his perſon, nor captivated by 
his manners. He difcovered, that the voice of 
adulation alone was muſic to her ear, and that ſhe 
was blind to all beauties but her own, At this 
diſcovery his ſoul was filled with indignation ; re- 
ſentment extinguiſhed all emotions of tenderneſs, 
and drove him abruptly from her preſence, 


ZULIMA, as foon as Hamed had left her, haſ- 
tened to her taliſman with the rapidity of a roe, to 
ſee in what light ſhe had appeared to him, and to 
embelliſh herſelf with new graces againſt the next 
interview ; for as.he had not mentioned his inten- 
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tion never to return, the hopes of fanning the 


flames of love with freſh alurements, made her 


ſpirits flow with unuſual briſkneſs, and her feet 
bound with unuſual agility. But how great was 
her ſurpriſe, when, inſtead of eyes ſparkling with 
pleaſure, and cheeks glowing with expectation, 
ſhe beheld in the poliſhed cryſtal a monſter of ug- 
lineſs. Shocked at the unexpected fight, ſhe 
gazed at her altered image. She gazed and was 
aſtoniſhed, Arparic inſtantaneouſly darted into 
her mind. She found, on a retroſpe& of her con- 
duct, that ſhe had encouraged the addreſſes of 
Hamed not out of a regard for himſelf, not out 
of obedience to her father, not rr a deſire to 


be happily married, but to hear the ſighs of fond - 
neſs, to have her ears regaled with the ſoothing 


ſtrains of eulogy, to be admired and praiſed, to 
be flattered and adored, Her conſcience ſmote 


her: ſhe repented, and at the ſame time deter- 
mined to receive Hamed with more affability, 
and to liſten to him with more attention; to de- 
ſerve his love, and to merit his efteem. Theſe 
. reſolves had, in ſome meaſure, the wiſh'd- for ef- 
fect; ſhe ſaw with ecſtaſy her face by degrees re- 


cover its accuſtomed bloom ; but its bloom, alas, 


was recovered too late; for Hamep had, during 
the eclipſe of it, placed his affections on Zeus, 
the daughter of Nourapan, and friend of Zu- 


LIMA. 


ZkrIs, tho? not ſo ſtriking a beauty as Zur i- 


MA, was not leſs engaging.  Zulima ſhone like 
| the 
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the ſun in its meridian ſplendor 3} ZELIs like the 
{ky. tinged with its riſing and departing rays. The 
firſt reſembled a large edifice, full of lofty apart- 
ments, decorated with the moſt coſtly: oxnaments, 
and: blazing with the united luſtre of gems and 
gold. The laſt might be compared to a {mail 
plain building, executed with the utmoſt elegance, 
and adorned with the utmoſt ſimplicity. £vLI- 
MA was more admired than ZELIs, but ZEL15 
was more beloved than ZULIMA. | ZkElis had an 
expreſſiveneſs in her countenance, which was, 
like the magnet, irreſiſtably attracting. She was 
modeſty gentle, affable, and unconſcious. of her 
perfections. Theſe amiable qualifications ſoon 


bound the heart of Hawto in adamantine chains. 


He was pleaſed with her perſon, but enraptured 


with her mind, and had ſoon the fatis?aQtion to 


find, that ZeL1s viewed him with equal delight, 
loved him with equal ardor, and eſteemed him 
with equal ſincerity. "ON 


The news of their intended union flew with-the 
ſwiftneſs of lightning to the houſe of ABUKAZAN. 
Zulu felt a diſorder ſhe had never known be- 
before at the receipt of this intelligence.” To think 
that the had loft her lover was per oration” butt to 
think that ZEL Is was in poſſeſſion of him, diſtrac- 
tion. Many hours ſhe fpenti 1n contriving methods 
to recal her lover, and at laſt fixed on a de gn 
which ſhe executed immediately with an ee 
of ſucceſs. She prevailed on Capice, an old 


nurſe, 


tas] 
nurſe, who had attended her from her infancy, to 
make herſelf ſerviceable to ZERLIs. ZkIrs was 
pleaſed with her aſſiduity, and told Zutima ſhe 
was very happy in poſſeſſing ſo uſeful a ſlave Z u- 
LIMA, who beheld ZEL Is with the eyes a lion, 
when a tender kid lies bleeding at his feet, was ſo 
delighted to find that ſhe was fallen into the toils 
which were ſpread for her, that ſhe intreated her 
to keep CA DIOE for her own uſe: telling her, 
1 VwWith an air of pleaſantry, that ſhe had won her 1 
affections; and adding, that ſhe could not there- 25 
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fore offer her with ſo much propriety to any other 
| perſon. 4 


4 CaD1GF, in a ſhort time, took advantage of the 

i confidence Z BLIS placed in her, and endeavoured 

to make her contemptible in the eyes of Hamsy, 

by throwing a vale over her virtues, and to weaken _: 
his attachment to her, by inſinuating, with an 1 
anxious concern for his happineſs, that the woman 
he had choſen from the reſt of her ſex, was of all 

her ſex the moſt unworthy of his eſteem. 


While Caprice was thus employed, and while 

ZEL1s reflected on the coldneſs of her lover with 

tears and with complainings, ZuLiMa was full of 

; gloomy doubts and alarming fears. The cauſe of 
her firſt deviation from rectitude, by attempting 

= to leſſen HAMED's affection for ZEL Is, gave her 
ll many uneaſy throbs ; but theſe were agreeable ſen- 
il fations, compared to the piercing pangs ſhe felt, 
- | when 
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when a on the immorality of her ations. 
Conſcious of the miſchiefs ſhe was perpetrating, 


' ſhe was pre-eminently wretched : Her mind was 


agitated like the ſand of the deſert by a whirlwind; 
revenge engroſſed her thoughts, baniſhed every 
other idea, and eradicated every other paſſion. 
She vowed to purſue ZEL is to deſtruction, becauſe 


her importance was leſſened by the deſertion of 
HameD, tho? ſhe abhorred, at the ſame time, the 


turpitude of her intentions. She forgot to ſurvey 


herſelf in the taliſman of truth, and ABparic was 
no longer remembered by her. 


One evening, while ſhe was in this torturing 


ſituation, Capice informed her, that by perpetual- 
ly filling the ears of Hamep with the ill-health, 


ill-nature, and ill- behaviour of ZeL1s ſhe had al- 


moſt perſuaded him to abandon her; and that the 


anguiſh of diſappointment had greatly diminiſhed 


the luſtre of her charms. ZuLzma heard the news 
with alacrity; and, fluſhed with the hopes of 


triumphing over a formidable rival, began to deck 
herſelf with new ornaments. All the vivid colours 


of the rainbow glowed on her ſilky veſtments: 
but her joy was of ſhort duration; for on caſling 


her eye accidentally on the taliſman, ſhe ſunk 
down on her ſofa without motion and without 


ſenſe.— While the ſlave flew to procure a reſuſei- 
tating medicine, the earth opened, and ABpaRic 


appeared. Zul iu heard the ruſtling of his 
beard, * founded like the roaring of a 


cataraQ, 
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cataract, and awaked, but was awer ſtruck, and 
endeavoured to ſkreen herſelf from his penetrating 


looks with her veil. But that ſtratagem was a 


vain one, for with a touch of his wand it fell to 
the ground. She reddened with ſname, and was 
abaſhed.— When thus the genius“ Thou canſt not 
conceal thy ſelf, O daughter of the duſt, from an alliſce- 
ing eye. Thou haſt made uſe of the moſt criminal methods 
to render thy ſelf an object of horror. I am not come to 
entice thee to act right, but to condemn thee for having 
acted wrong. Thy crimes are of ſo black a dye, they 
cannot be puniſhed with 100 much rigour. I warn'd 


bee of thy danger, when thou flo rottering on the 
"brink of a precipice, —Why diaſt thou not follow my 


- counſel ? Know, inconſiderate ZULIMaA, that a beau- 
tiful avoman, without innocence and virtue, is like an 
- almon-tree in winter, frripped of 7 t err and its 
* 


When he had 66 1620 PRO * aruck the 


© unhappy ZuLima with his wand; She inſtantly 


became a ſpotted ſerpent, and crawled upon the 
earth before him. ABDaric then turned to Ca- 
bio, who at this juncture arrived with the juice 


of a plant, which the ſages of phyſic always ad- 


- miniſter. when the powers of reaſon are ſuſpended, 
, Behold, ſaid he, thy avretched child. Sewen 
- years Hall ſhe thus creep upon the ground, a noiſome reptile 

in the gardensof Ha MED, whonow rewels in his baawer, 


* compleatly happy in being united to ZEL IS, the moſt 
- amiable woman in the Faſt. I hen ſbe can take a 


' pleaſure in the pi of others, ſhe ſhall re- aſſume a 


human 
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human form. — Seven years ſhall ſhe continue in beauty's 
brighteſt bloom, but without one lover to ſeeth her pride, 


one admirer to flatter her vanity. If at the expiration 


of the Ioft year, ſhe is convinced of her paſt errors, and 
can render her mind as faultle/s as her perſon, ſhe may 


then, even LULIMA may then be happy.” — At the 


concluſion of this ſpeech he ſunk into the earth a- 
gain, which cloſed with a noiſe like the burſting 
of a cloud impregnated with ſulphur, 
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The Son of A B O AN. 


BDALLA H, the ſon of ABOAN, was born 
in the fertile plains of Arabia Felix, not far 
from that city where lies interred God's holy pro- 


phet; whoſe tom ball good Maſſelmen think them- 


ſelves obliged to viſit at leaſt once in their lives. 
ABoan had all his life ſtrictly adhered to the pre- 
cepts of the Khoran; the ſparkling of that in- 
toxicating liquor that fills with fumes the heads of 
the debauched inhabitants of the Ye, could ne- 
ver tempt him to violate the Jaw. He walked all 
his days in uprightneſs; and when he was called 


on by the angel of death, obeyed with reſigna- 


tion, and left his ſon ABDALLAH poſſeffed of im- 
menſe riches ; which the father of the faithful had 
beſtowed upon him in recompence of his virtue 


ande integrity. 
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A PDATLLAE, af the death of his father, was but 
three and twenty years of age; his conſtitution 
was florid and vigorous, and all his paſſions ſtron 

and ungovernable. Seeing himſelf poſſeſſed of ſo 
much wealth, he was fluſhed with an over- 
weening joy, and immediately reſolved to repair 
to Bagdad, the center of magnificence and pleaſure, 
where only he could hope for enjoyments adequate 
to his defires. Thus determined, he fet out with 
the caravan, and ſoon arrived at the end of his 
journey. Being arrived at Bagdad in the cool of 
the evening, he took a ſhort repaſt of fruit; and 
then retiring into a garden, where flowers of the 
gayeſt hues conſpired to delight the eye, he ſat 


down in an arbour, and underneath an embow'ring 


myrtle-ſhade began to meditate what plan of life 
he ſhould purſue, in order to avail himſelf of his 
wealth. After he had continued a few moments. 
wrapt in contemplation, a youth appeared to him, 
whoſe figure excited his wonder; nothing could 
equal the luſtre of his eyes, which rolled with the 
utmoſt volubility, and were never a moment fixed 
upon the ſame object. On his head he wore a ſort 


of diadem, and over it plumes of feathers of a va- 


riety of colours. The garment he wore was Party- 
coloured, and ſparkled with diamonds; and in 


bis hand he held a ſort of perſpective glaſs, by 


one end of which all agreeable objects, ſuch as 


the joys of love, the pleaſures of ſocial intercourſe, 


feſtivity, health, magnificence, &c. were brought 


nigh the beholder ; and every thing that could ex · 


cite 


# 
. 

70 

TH 

Fa; 
1 
. 
+4 
14 
„ 
A 
i" 
by 
1 
£28) 


[ 210 ] 


cite grief or uneaſineſs, ſuch as want, ſickneſs, 


and death, appeared at a great diſtance, by ap- 
plying the other end to the eye. ABpaLLan, 


faid this youth, addrefling himſelf to our traveller, 
J am a genii; and from my aſſiſtance and prote Zion 
"mortals derive their chief” felicity, My name is HopE; 
Suffer your Jelf to be guided by me, and I will lead you 


from geal to geal, ina conſtant career in ce ren 
pleaſure,” 

ABDALLAH, whoſe ſanguine temper conſpired 
with that of the genii, without heſitation accepted 
the offer, and was from that time directed in every 
thing by his ſuggeſtions, So well did the genii 
acquit himſelf, that ABDALLAR was only. embar- 
raiſed with the choice of pleaſures. His tables 
were loaded with all the delicacies that Afarrc 
luxury could afford; the fineſt women of the Fa- 
were ſubſervient to his pleaſures; his evenings were 


paſſed in various amuſements; the ſprightly dance, 
formed by the moſt beautiful damſels of Bagdad, 
and youths of the greateſt activity and elegance of 


ſhape, exhilarated his ſpirits; ànd the harmony 


of ſoft muſic lulled him to repoſe. ABDALLAH, 


thus living in a round of pleaſures, ſoon found 
that happineſs and pleaſure are diſtin. His mag- 
nificent halls, whoſe roofs were of fretted gold, 
and where the ſkill of the workman eminently diſ- 
played itſelf, on every fide were often invaded by 
2 monſter of a haggard mein, who ſeemed a bur- 
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then to herſelf, and communicated her languor to 
every body ſhe approached. 


This monſter was of a ſallow hue, and wore a 
ſort of veil to conceal her deformity. Her intru- 
ſions were frequent ; and the very methods taken 
by ABDALLAH to prevent her from troubling him, 
made her repeat her importunity, and torment 
him with reiterated murmurs, 


The name of this monſter was SarIE TY; her 
chief delight was to intrude upon the great and 
opulent; and, by her baleful preſence, poiſon all 
their joys. The frequency of her viſits ſoon ren- 
dered ABpaLLan's life inſupportable to nim. He 


began to grow weary of his exiſtence ; and at laſt 


meditated about laying violent hands upon him- 
ſelf. In a tranſport of deſpair he drew a poignard, 
and would have plunged it into his breaſt ; when 
he found his arm held by a perſonage of a jovial 
countenance, who addreſſed him in theſe terms: 
* ABDALLAH, the abſurdity of your deſign is equal to 
its raſhneſs; let wretches that groan beneath all the 
ofppreſſions of life, throw away that which! is a bur- 
then to them; but you that are poſſeſſed of wealth, that. 
great ſource of every gratification, ſhould endeavour to. 
avail yourſelf of it. If your efforts hitherto have been 


unſuccęſiful, tis becauſe you have not, had recourſe to 


the ſure means of attaining true Felicity. Man, who 
knows himſelf a prey to death, is by nature prone to 


deſpondence and anxiety : tis wine alone that can diſpel 
his 
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his cares, and make him taſte on earth the joys of Pa- 
radiſe. | | 


ABDALLAH, from whoſe breaſt the ſeeds of a 


virtuous education were not yet totally baniſhed, at 


firſt diſcovered ſome repugnance to follow this ad- 
vice: alledging, in ſupport of his refaſal, that 
ſuch a conduct was expreſsly forbid by the precepts 
of the Khoran. But the genii, whoſe name was 
EBRIETY, artfully inſinuated that the poor alone 
were bound to the obſervance of that law, as they 
could not otherwiſe fulfil their tak of daily drudg- 


ery; but that the rich and opulent were privileged 


to violate it. Theſe artful ſuggeſtions ſtaggered 
the reſolution of ABDALLARH ; whereupon the 
genii ſtriking the ground with a wand, entwined 
with vine leaves, which he held in his hand, a 
table roſe up, upon which there ſtood a golden 
goblet, crowned with a wreath of flowers; and 
over its brim ſparkled the richeſt wine which Ana- 
zolia's fertile plains produces, ABDALLAEH drank 
large draughts of the intoxicating liquorz and 
finding his heart elated with joys unknown before, 
he from that time gave himſelf up to his new di- 
rector. He ſoon became profuſe beyond meafure ; 
and his delirium of joy continuing, plunged every 
day into new expences, and entirely neglected all 
care and economy. His mind was, however, 
from time to time, overcaſt with a gloomineſs 
which he could not account for: but how great 
was his ſurprize and affliction, when he received 
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information from his ſteward, that of all his im- 
menſe wealth there ſcarce remained five hundred 
pieces. Thunderſtruck with this intelligence, he 
walked in the utmoſt dejection to a neighbouring 
wood, where, after having rambled a conſiderable 


time in the greateſt inquietude conceivable, he 


threw himſelf down upon the graſs; and being 
quite harraſſed with laſſitude and grief, fell into a 
profound ſleep. As foon as he awoke, he ſaw 


before him an old man, whoſe appearance was ra- 
ther forbidding than venerable. His face was 


long, meagre, and wrinkled; his noſe ſharp, 
and his hollow piercing eyes ſeemed ſtrangers to 
re poſe. My ſon, ſaid he to ABDALLAB, I am 
highly concerned that your youth ſhould have been twice 


 zmpoſed upon by fraudulent genti. The former aſſumed 


the name of Hop, but his real name is PRESUMP- 


TION ; the latter paſſed upon you for FesTIvITY, 


but EBRIETY is his true appellation. My name is 
PrxuUDENCE; when I davell with mortals they are 
ſecure from every kind of danger: do but follow my 
directions, I will teach you to avail yourſelf in ſuch a 
manner of the ſmall ſum you hade left, that you avill 
have no occaſion to regret the wealth Jeu have leſt. 


Men in deſpair are glad to accept of any aſſiſt- 
ance, ABDAILAR, a ter making many acknow- 
ledgements to the ſage for his h ind offer, accord- 
ing to his advice turned merchant, and by inde- 


fatig ble induſtry, to which he was ſpurred au by 


the old man, in a few years raiſed a ſum apon 


which 


Fo 


[24] 
which he might have lived, if not in his former 
ſplendour, yet with a tranquility far more deſira- 
ble. But whenever he remitted any thing of his 
diligence, the old man did not fail to load him 


his eyes all the horrors of poverty, terrify'd him 
with apprehenſions of being again reduced to his 
former indigence. Alarmed by theſe fears, A- 
DALLAH attached himſelf te commerce, with an 
application which was little better than ſervitude 


and though he dreaded the importunities of his 


director, he every day repaired to him for advice. 
Finding, however, that his anxiety increaſed with 
his wealth, he at laſt concluded that there was no 
happineſs to be found on earth : and one evening, 
as he was taking a walk in his garden, burſt into this 


impious exclamation: *©* Oh! nature, thou haſt made 
us for thy ſtort, thou ſurely muſt delight in human mi- 


ſery, fence man in every flate is doomed to be unhappy.” 
All on a ſudden the winds were huſhed, the fea- 
thered choir was filent, and a voice was heard, 


which uttered words like theſe: *©** Oh mortal, 


arraign not the diſpenſations of providence. All thy 


misfortunes ſpring from thyſelf alone; thou haſ? liſtened 


to the ſuggeſtions of each evil genius, becauſe each evil 
genius found in thy boſom ſome inordinate paſſion to plead 
its cauſe. Thou haſt by turns been enſlaved to PRE- 
SUMPTION, EBRIETY, and AVARICE. All thy 


misfortunes proceed from having formed a falſe idea of 


Happineſs ; thou haſt ſought it in wealth, and the en- 


Joyments of ſenſe, which are not indeed incompatible | 
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with it, but will always be inſufficient, if VIRTuE 
does not contribute to her aſſiſtance. Henceforth attach 
thyſelf to her, and he will teach thee that the bliſs of 
of man conſiſts in perfect reſignation to the will of hea- 


Ven.” 


THE 


THE 


* 


MAGIC COMBAT 
O R. 


Power of Beauty. 


N Hamah, a city of Syria, which was formerly 
governed by its own princes, reſided ABO u- 
CASAR and Dakxtanos, who both were equally 
knowing in the arts of magic, and whoſe power 


was equally ſupported by the afliſtance of genii 


and miniſtering ſpirits; they were both in high 


credit with the prince who then ſat upon the throne, 


but their views were oppoſite, and a rivalſhip ſub- 
ſiſted between them, as is uſual at courts. The 
Prince was then in the bloom of youth, and the 
chief point conteſted between the two magicians, 
was, who ſhould be admitted to the honour of be- 
ing his favourite miſtreſs or ſultana. The vizier 
and ABOUCasaR eſpouſed the cauſe of SELIMA, 
whoſe perſon was graceful and majeſtic, whilſt her 
deportment was eaſy and obliging. Dax1anos, 
on the contrary, ſupported the intereſts of FiTean, 
the daughter of a nobleman of Damaſcus, whoſe 


beauty had made ſuch a noiſe in the world, that 
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Omar, who was then prince of Hamah, had con- 
ceived an ardent deſire to ſee her, though he had 
a ſtrong paſſion for SELIMA. | 


The firſt ſtep which Dax1anos took, in order 
to effect his purpoſe, was to employ the ſpirit 
UxIEL, who being poſſeſſed of a ſecret to render 
himſelf inviſible, could find acceſs every where, 
to go to Damaſcus and fetch from thence the pic- 
ture of FiTEan. ABoucasar receiving notice 
of this, had recourſe to his magic power, and up- 
on receiving it from the prince, who was ſur- 
priſed at a view of ſuch beauties, contemplated it 
for ſome time, and then returned- it, ſaying 
« The features at firſt appeared ſtriking, but upon a 
claſer view he could diſcover ſeveral conſiderable defects 
in them. The prince, upon re-conſidering the 
portrait, agreed with ABoucasar; for the ma- 
gician, by diſſolving a little powder in the air had 
made the colours fade, and rendered the expreſſion 
languid. Hereupon the prince's curioſity abated ; 
but being ſoon excited again by DAK IAxos, who 
found means to repreſent the figure of FIT EAA t9 
him in a dream, he grew ſo impatient to ſee her, 
that he could not reſt *till ſhe arrived at Hamab. 


When firſt he ſaw her, her beauty made a hve- 
ly impreſſion on his ſenſes ; but his heart was ſtill 
ſo far diſengaged, that he remained long in ſuſ- 
pence between SeLiMa and Fitean, according 
as the magic of beauty in each, ſeconded by the 

| magic 
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magic of their reſpective abettors, operated upon 

his mide; which had not yet felt the influence of 
a real paſion. However, the livelier charms of 


Firzan were upon the point of prevailing over 


the more faint attractions of SELIMA, When ABOU- 
CASAR Called to his aſſiſtance a gnome of a male- 
volent nature, whoſe interpoſition has often proved 

deſtructive to the charms of beauty. The name 
of this gnome is AFFECTATION, who aſſuming - 
the form of one of Frrean's women, by her prate 
tle and officiouſneſs, and ſtill more by her cenſo- 
ricuſneſs, inſinuated herſelf into the good graces 


of her miſtreſs, whoſe favour ſhe acquired by ſet- 


ting all the other women of the Haram in the 
moſt contemptible and ridiculous light imaginable, 
and at the ſame time repreſenting all her own im- 
perfections as excellencies. | 


This expedient had like to have been crowned 
with ſucceſs: the eyes of Firean, whoſe dazzling 
beauties before ſurprized all beholders, were now 
rolled into a ſquint; and her voice, whoſe har- 
mony, exceeding the warbling of birds who fill 
the ſpicy groves of £ *yria with their notes, had ac- 
quired tones that coald not fail to diſguſt the ju- | 
dicious. Ou Ax perceived the change, and quick- 
ly transferred his affection to SLIM, but ſtill 
was with-held from giving her that place, he re- 
ſolved to beſtow only on the miſtreſs of his heart; 
and though he was not inſenſible to the power of 


- 
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her beauty, he could not yet reſolve to decide in 
her favour. dete n tw age N 


Dax1aN0s, finding himſelf again baffled, con- 
trived by his art a mirror, whoſe virtue was ſuch, 
that it could not be ſullied even by ſelf- love, but 
ſnewed every object through the medium of truth. 
No ſooner had Fir EAR beheld herſelf therein, but 


the airs which ſhe had practiſed excited her utmoſt 


contempt, and ſhe again aſſumed a behaviour that 
ſoon attracted the notice of the prince, who for a 
time attached himſelf to her; whilſt SELIMA re- 
pined with ſecret jealouſy, and ABoOoVcas AR la- 
mented the inefficacy of his art. | 


The life of Omar and Firzan for ſome time 
paſſed in all the exceſſes of voluptuouſneſs and 
ſenſual enjoyment 3 but languor ſoon invaded the 
heart of the prince, and the eaſe with which his 
pleaſures were acquired, rendered them taſteleſs 
andgiwfipid., While he was one day lolling in in- 
dotence upon a ſopha, a being appeared before 
him whoſe tranſcendant beauty ſtruck him with 
ſurprize. As Toon as the effect which this raviſh. 
ing viſion had produced on him was ſubſided, he 
heard himſelf addreſſed in theſe words: Omar, 
"tis from me alone that you can hope to obtain what you 
have ſo long ſought for. I am the power that prefides 
over lowe-aſfairs. If mortals repreſent me avith Wings, 
tis owing to their own inconſtancy, qy influence is per- 


manent and laſting. Palaces could not furnſh you with 
| L 2 per- 


a perſect beauty, a rural cottage gal afford what they 
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deny d you.” The viſion immediately diſappeared, 
and theſe words made ſuch an impreſſion upon 
Omar, that from henceforward he adicted him- 
ſelf to hunting, hoping to meet with perfect beau- 
ty in the woods and fields, entirely neglecting all 


the ladies of his court. 


The power of love did not prove deceitful: 
ſome moons after, when fatigued with hunting, 

e was obliged to ſeek refreſhment at the cottage 
of the ſhepherd KescneTioucn, he beheld his 
daughter ZezBeT, and from the reſemblance of 
her features to thoſe of the apparition he had be- 
held, perceived that ſhe was the perſon intended 
for him ; he immediately carried her to court, de- 
clared her ſultana, and ever after lived with her in 
perfect happineſs. Thus were the united efforts 
of two powerful magicians, defeated by the power | 


of beauty. 
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HERE ſhall we find, O holy prophet! 
that eaſe which our ſages have ſo long been 
in ſearch of? Kings enjoy it not; for they are 
oppreſſed with care, and are, for the moſt part, 


the ſport of fortune: the baſhas have thoughts 


confuſed and perplexed, expecting every moment 
that their life will be required of them by their 
maſter ;- and if they eſcape that fate, they are ſtill 
liable to be murdered by any factious janiſary, or 
haughty ſpahi: the people they govern they muſt 
oppreſs, that they may be able to gratify the in- 
ſatiable avarice of the miniſters of the divan: yet 
do we fooliſhly thirſt after theſe high dignities, 
thinking they will contribute to make us happy 
and eaſy, Vain ambition! it is not honour that 
conſtitutes happineſs,' _ 


Ass Ax was ſon of an Emir in Boſnia: graceful. 


| neſs and beauty joined to embelliſh his perſon, 


3 and 


and his mind was not deſtitute of ſweet accom- 
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pliſhments. The fire of his ſoul might be ſeen in 
his eyes; yet was it of a nature rather to pleaſe 
than dazzle the beholders. Ambition puſhed him 
into the ſultan's army; he greatly diſtinguiſhed 
him in ſeveral engagements, and merited and en- 
joyed the favour of the ſultan. IBRAHIM: he was 
promoted to the command of a large body of janiſa- 
ries, and ſtationed at Conftantinople, to be near his 
maſter, He vainly imagined honours would make 
him happy. and that he was now in a fair way to 
attain the ſummit of glory. But behold ! all his 
hopes were in a moment blaſted : the janiſaries 
roſe, and murdered his beloved maſter, and it was 
with the greateſt difficulty he eſcaped with his 


life. 


Ass Ax was undeceived.: honours had now no 
charms for him; he went, therefore, in ſearch of 


wealth, as the ſource of contentment. He ſold 


the jewels he had contrived to ſave from the gene- 
ral wreck of his fortunes, and going to Aleppo, 
veſted his whole ſtock in merchandize. Ass AN 
carried on for ſome years a conſiderable trafic; he 
grew rich apace, and enjoyed every luxury the 
eaſt could afford : his haram was filled with the 
faireſt women of Circaſſia, and his table was croud- 
ed with the ſpices of Arabia: his houſe was mag- 
nificent, being bvilt of cedar, and his furniture 
was the work of the moſt celebrated artiſts. 


Ass AN 


AN 
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Assav thought himſelf now in a right train; 
moſt things were within his power, and he failed 
not to enjoy them all: but Ass AN unfortunately 
was too ſanguine in bis hopes. The evening ſaw 
him repoſed on a magnificent ſofa ; but he was in 
the morning an outcaſt, without a place wherein 
to ſhelter himſelf from the inclemency of the heat. 


The baſha had long ſeen his riches with a greedy 


eye, and taking occaſion to accufe him of high 
crimes, ſeized on all his poſſeſhons: Assan had 
no remedy in his power; yet did he with to vin- 
dicate his character from imputed ſlander, ſully 
ſenſible that his riches only had been the occaſion 
of his ruin. He ſet out for Conſtantinople, mean 
ing to throw himſelf at the ſultan' s feet, and aſk 

of him the juſtice that was ſo much his due. When 
he came thither, to his inexpreſſible joy he found 
that his old friend AL Suza was lately made vi- 
zier Azem; he flew to him, and was received 
with open arms; but, on mentioning the cauſe of 


his voyage, his friend told him, that the ſultan 


had already ſent a mute, with an order for the 
baſha's head. Suz a adviſed him to put up with 
his loſs, and got him imme, appointed Boſ- 
tangi Aga. 


Ass aN now thought himſelf happy indeed; the 
gardens of the ſeraglio were under his care, and 
he had opportunities enough of amuſing himſelf 
in a kind of elegant, yet not unimportaut retire- 
ment. His power in the divan was great; but he 
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exerted it only to promote the happineſs of the 


good. This was the ſecond time he tried if hon- 
our could give him content and caſe : he enjoyed 
both indeed for a time; but what was his grief 
and ſurprize, when one morning early a page of 
the ſeraglio came to inform him, that his friend 


SuzAa was ſtrangled, and that himſelf was baniſh-_ 
ed to the confines of Servia. Cruel change! in 
appearance: yet mindful of the precepts of the 


Koran, Assan was reſigned, and ſubmitted to 
his fate without repining. 


He arrived at his deſtined abode, and found 
there a houſe ſcarcely fit to defend him from the 
weather, and a large tract of ground that had 
never been wounded with either plow or harrow. 
Ass Ax had ſeen as yet but thirty ſummers, he 
was vigorous, ſtrong, and healthy: he applied 
with diligence to the affairs of huſbandry, and en- 
deayoured to improve by cultivation, what he 
found a mere waſte. His thoughts were now con- 


tinually employed on his farm, and he firſt began 
to perceive the dawn of true happineſs. In a very 


few years the face of nature was entirely changed: 
his ground, now improved, ſupplied all his wants, 
and he regretted not the loſs of his riches, or hon- 
ours, Day paſſed after day in a ſerene tranquill:- 
ty, and by being maſter of his paſſions, he had no 
deſires but what were eaſily gratified. Experience 
had taught him to diſtruſt fortune; yet he flattered 


- Himſelf that he was now on the road to content, 
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Social converſe ſeemed to be all he wanted; won- 
derful are the ways of providence, which by the 
moſt unexpected means contributes t to our happi- 


4a 


nels. 


Assan one day ſaw a dervice approaching his 


habitation ; hoſpitality prompted him to meet the 


venerable ſage, and invite him to a repaſt ; but 
how great was his ſurprize, how inexpreſſible his 
joy, when he found in him his long loft friend 
Ali Suza, who had, by means ofa timely bribe, 
eſcaped the hands of the meſſengers of death. As 
s Ax, to the joys of retirement, had now added 
thoſe of friendſhip : he thought he had nothing to 
wiſh for or hope in this life : tears of unfeigned 
ſatisfaction added beauty to his eountenance, and 


he looked and ſpoke like one contented with his 


lot: but truer and more compleat happineſs was 
fill in reſerve for him. Svuza retired for about an 
hour, and returned with the all-accompliſhed Fa- 
TIMA in his hand. He beſtowed on Assan the 


daughter of his affections, wiſhing ſhe might 


make him'as happy as her mother, the amiable 


Zara, had done himſelf. Ass AN was enchanted. 


with the preſent; he knew its value, and was 
thankful accordingly. He now found, after many 
experimental ſcenes in the ſpace of a few years, 
that love, friendſßi , and a vi rtuous retirement are 


the Vue i ſources of 18857 Wi. 
Ls THE 
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reigned ſupreme over the faithful, in the 
magnificent city of Bagdad, ABour MusED was 
prime vizier, diſpenſer of the bleſſings of the moſt 
beneficent monarch to the moſt grateful of ſlaves. 


The golden age, ſo much talked of by poets, 
ſeemed to be renewed in the bleſſed reign of the 


calif Haroun ARASchID; none complained of 
grievances without immediate redreſs, he made it 
his ſtudy to contribute to the felicity of his people; 
it was too much to laſt, ABour Muskp, the 
delight of all hearts, the faithful ſlave to his 


| fovereign, the deliverer of the oppreſſed, the re- 


fuge of the comfortleſs, the father of the poor, 
the prince of the Inans. ABouL Mus gp, ſo long 
beloved, io much tobe lamented, yielded. his 
foul at length te the fatal arrow of the angel of 
death. The fincere ſorrow, the dreadful lamenta- 
tions, the never to be forgotten outcries of the 


faithful 


HEN the renowned Hazxoun ArascniD |} 
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fai:hful on that memorable day, are ſtill the ſub- 
je& of converſation in Bagdad: to be as ſorrowful . 
as the faithful were at the death of Apour Musez: * 
is become a proverb. Thus virtue meets with 
ſome portion of its reward, by the reſpe& it claims 


from the _— even -on earth. 


To attempt to alto the ſorrow of the calif 
on the death of his favourite, would be as vain 
as to think of counting the ſands of the ſea, or 
giving a cauſe for the yearly overflowings of the. 
headleſs Nile: ſuffice it to ſay, that it could not be 
exceeded. It was impoſſible the calif ſhould ever 
forget the words he ſpoke when he lay dying in 
the arms of his beloved ſon SELIu ABDALLAH. 
«© O commander of the faithful! think it not be- 
neath thee to attend to the words of thy faithful 
dying ſlave ; not to be ſenſible that I have deſerv- 
ed well of thee, would be doing injuſtice to my 
conſcience : my heart accuſes me not of ever hav- 
ing offended thee ; I have conſtantly prayed to the: 
great prophet, that he would intercede for thee: 
with God, that thou ſhouldeſt poſſeſs accumulated: 
heaps of virtuous honours: my prayers have been 
heard, and thou haſt long bleſt thy faithful ſlaves 
of the city of Bagdad; they have often taſted of 
thy munificence; they know the bleflings that is 
in the power of a good ſovereign to beſtow : con- 
tinue to ſhadow them with the wings of thy good- 
neſs; look upon them as children given thee by 
the Almighty for adoption; be rot deaf to the 

VOICE: 
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voice of the oppreſſed ; be ſure that thy Cadis do 
juſtice even to the meaneſt : ſuffer not corruption 
to approach the throne of judgment; be merciful- 
ly ſevere to thoſe who are deaf to the voice of rea- 
ſon, and never puniſh the ſlave whom milder me- 
thods will reform; for a ſlave executed, may be 
a future friend loſt: in fine, virtuous HAROUN, 
obey. the good genius that conſtantly hovers over 
thee, and thou wilt not fail to do right.” With 
theſe words Apour Musep, with almoſt a ſmile 


on his countenance, ſuffered his ſoul to take its 
flight to Paradiſe : if others were ſorrowful, his 
fon SELIM was more. 


The day before ABout, Muszp quitted the 
earth, he ſpoke to SeLim as follows: I per- 
ceive, my ſon, the time of my diſſolution ap- 
proacheth - it is the will of the Almighty that I 
ſhould go to my fathers, who are in Paradiſe ; 
grieve not, SELIM, at the decrees of fate, but 


comfort thy ſelf with the certainty, that I will 


ſtill be thy good genius, conſtantly attending thee, 


and direQing thee through life: I have inſtilled 


into thee ſome principles of virtue ; treaſure them 
in thy ſoul, as thy will be of ſervice to thee in thy 
future conduct: my many avocations, and my 
conſtant attendance on the commands of the beſt 
of ſovereigns, hindered me from dedicating more 


of my time to thy inſtruction; but take thoſe ” 


tablets, and thou wilt find therein contained a 
treaſure 


[ 229 ] 
treaſure of more worth to thee, than the 1 
of the Fg fan empire,” - 


SELIM, as was before ſaid, was beyond meaſure 
ſorrowful for the loſs of ſo good a parent: he ſhat 
himſelf up for a month, and would ſee nobody ; 
till at laſt, by the command of the calif, he was 
obliged to appear: but, alas! how altered fiom 
his former ſelf! no more could he captivate the 
hearts of his beholders : from the once ſpiightly 
Selim ABDALLAH, he was become almoſt inani- 


mate. The calif, to engage his attention, and 


reſcue him from a fixed melancholy, gave him the 
moſt beautiful of his female ſlaves. Her name 
was BapouRa; ſhe was poſſeſſed of every charm 


that could engage the heart, ſave the love of vir- 


tue. She ſoon made a conqueſt of SeLim, and, 
by inſenſible degrees, led him into almoſt every 


ſpecies of vice; *till at laſt, after a three years 
triumph, hurried by an exceſs of paſſion, ſhe 
poiſoned a ſlave, of whom ſhe was jealous. All 


the intereſt of SLIM could not fave her from ſuf- 
fering by the hands of the public executioner. 
What one would have imagined was ſufficent to 
have deprived him of the ſmall remains of his rea- 
ſon, reſtored him to that which he had loſt : re- 
flection ſeized him; the ſoul of his father, which, 
whilſt he had ſtrayed from the path of virtue, had 
forſaken him, now took its ſtation as his good 


genius : it ſpoke to him in a voice that was to be 


heard by none but himſelf; © SETIꝝ, SELIX, 
what 


1 
Fig 
9 
1 
i 
: 
I 
4 
| 


by people who had been benefited by his wiſdom. 


E | 
aohat haft thou been doing? Deſt thou remember hs 
tablets?” Aſtoniſhed to the laſt degree, he recol- 


lected he had not yet looked into the contents of 
them: he inſtantly went to his cabinet, and with 


a trembling hand opened them; but behold he 
could find nothing written in them. He examined 
them more carefully, and at length, in a ſmall 
Arabic character, found theſe words. The ſage 
Mirza lives on the banks of the Euphrates, two 


leagues towards the ſetting Jun, from ſultan OMAR's 
| caravarſara,” 


"WER fill at a loſs, could not conceive what 
concern it was to him to know where Mirza 


lived; yet, tired of a place where he had been fo 


remarkably vicious, he aſked the calif permiſſion 
to travel: it was granted; and having, in a ſmall 
ſpace of time, provided a ſuitable equipage, he 
ſet out to find MIR ZA. 


After having travelled ſeven days towards the 
point of the heavens in which the ſun appears in 
its meridian luſtre, he arrived at ſultan Omar's 
caravanſara. He had often enquired of various 
Faquirs, whom he met on the road, if they knew 
the ſage Mirza? and was told by them all, that 
there was not a ſage in the eaſt that could equal 
him for wiſdom. He was not a little ſurpriſed to 
find votive tablets hung up in almoſt every apart- 
ment of the caravanſara, to the honour of Mirza, 
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hill, the ſummit of which was 
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The three following were written on ſky-coloured 
ſattin in letters of gold. 


«© God alone is God, and MAHOMET 7s his prophet. 
Novurippen Hassan, in gratitude to the illuſ- 
trious ſage, Mirza; for, years habituated to 
dice, he wwas in on? hour, by Mir&za's wiſdom, 


made virtuous and happy. Praijed be God.“ 


&« The illuſtrious Emir, AL, favourite to the great- 
, Jovereigns, is indebted to MiRza for all the 
happineſs he enjoys. Bl:fſed be God, and Ma- 

' HOMET the ſeal of the prophets.” 


6c Bleed be God, who is the "fountain of virtue. Be 
it known to the faithful, that ABoul Mus ED the 


happy is permitted by Mirza the ſage to ſtile him- 
felf his friend. Praiſed be God for all things.” 


Judge if reading the laſt tablet was not a pleaſure 
to SELIM : he haſtened, and turning the head of 


his camel towards the habitation of Mirza, or- 


dering his attendants to wait 'till he returned, 


with double joy he went in ſearch of him. Ex- 


pecting to have found him in a cottage-like re- 
treat, he was ſurpriſed, after an hour's travel, to 
ſee before him a magnificent palace; but more ſo, 
when he was told, by ſome flaves whom he met, 


that therein dwelt their maſter, the ſage Mix ZA. 


The main building ſtood on the decline of a 
covered by a wood 
a | of 
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of palm- trees: before it, at the diſtance of a 
thouſand paces, ran the great river Euphrates: be- 
tween the houſe and the river were paſtures, on 
which were cattle feeding without number: on the 
right fide of the houſe, as you approached it, 
were the ſtables and granaries ; over-againſt them 
ſtood the apartments for the domeſtics and chief 
ſlaves : in the front, betwixt the two wings, was 


a large baſon : in the middle of it, on a pedeſtal 


of marble, was CHaRITY, Tepreſented by a ſlave 
taking off the fetters of a horſe that had fallen. 


Betwixt the wood and the back front of the houſe 


were two more wings; in one of which were the 


baths ſor the uſe of the family ; the other was an 


hoſpital for the reception of diſeaſed men and ani- 


mals. 


SEL1M, as he approached the f WE of Min- 
24, perceived in himſelf a pleaſing awe he could 


no ways account for: however, he bid the ſlave 
he found in the portal ſay, that SeLim ABDaL- 
LaH, ſon of ABO UI MuseD the happy, waited 
the commands of the ſage Mix ZA. He had been 
but a few minutes in a ſpacious hall before Mix ZA 
appeared, and embracing him, ſaid, ** How hap- 
fy am I to embrace my friend Mus ED in the perſon of 


his ſon SELIM !- Retire with me, my ſon, to my apart- 


ment, and thou ſhalt not repent thy taking ſuch a jour- 
ney to fee me.” After SEIIM had partaken of a 


cold collation that was inſtantly ſerved up, Mix- 


ZA began as follows: 


I am 
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J am not, my ſon, a ſtranger to the various 
occurrences of thy paſt life : thou art repentant : 
I ſhall therefore forget that thou haſt done amiſs. 
My friend, thy father MustD (had Haroun 
Arascnip firſt paid the tribute due to mortality.) 
was to have paſſed the remainder of his days with 
me: I have not been always retired from the bu- 
ſy world: thy father deſired me to inſtruct thee, 
and make thee deſerving of the preſent I mean to 

beſtow on thee: attend to my ſtory, which I will 
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4 tell thee in a few words, I ſucceeded my father 
3 Arovicasra as vizier to ManoMMeD, ſultan of 
q Balſora. I had not long been vizier before I be- 
{ came acquainted with the Faquir Myp Hawrs : 


he taught thy father and myſelf to have a right 
notion of virtue; and dying ſoon after, promiſed 
to be my good genius, and to direct my every 
thought. I found him true to his word, and have 
ever obeyed the impulſe, little leſs than divine, 
and by that means have long enjoyed the title of 


2 Sage, I gained honour during my adminiſtration 
7; as vizier, and immediately after the ſultan's death 
1 built this retreat, and have lived here ever ſince. 


3 Make virtue the baſis of every action of thy life: 
thy father's ſoul will direct thee; obey the im- 
pulſe, and behave in ſuch a manner to every crea- 


ture, that even thine enemies muſt approve of 
3 thee: let no paſſion be predominant in thy breaſt 
but the love of god, and univerſal charity to all 
his creatures: be reſigned to the will of thy maker, - 


and let thy prayers rather conſiſt in thankſgivir gs 
thar 
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| than odttdiond; Gad beſt knows what is for thy 
good ; dictate not to him who is all-wiſe : virtue 
is all in all; and in virtue alone conſiſts the wiſ- 


dom I am famed for.” 5 þ 
| Mraz. having finiſhed his diſcourſe, aſked Se- 4 
b LiM for his father's tablets; and having ſtrewed 3 
N on them ſome aſhes of the root of the herb Cotis, if 
1 tnere appeared theſe words, of a pale green colour: 4 
l Bled be God, who hath brought to paſs that which 5 
1 I ⁊biſbed for my ſon is virtuous; my ſoul is at reſt. 8 
i SELIM, zr thou haſt taſted the ſweets of virtucus ky 
i ewijdem, let not any thing tempt thee to deſert it : IJ. 2 
4 my ſon, vill be thy good genius, and will direct thee in 7 
b the right waz, Claim of Mig a the promiſe he long 2 
I ago made me, end theu wwiit be happy, Be virtuous, b 
| or thou deſerv:ft not his favour.” 8 F 
| e] perceive, SEIIu, ſaid Mirza, thou art at 3 
f a loſs to know what I promiſed thy father: it was, 7 
l that I would give to thee my daughter FaTima, Þ 
4 Here ſhe comes: take her, and make one another 
; happy.” What anſwer could Sei1m give to ſo 5 


much goodneſs? his every look expreſſed grati- 
tade : he nad ſeen and loved FaTima at Bagdad, 1 
without knowing who ſhe was. FaTimMa, in her 2 
perſon was not beautiful, but intirely agreeable : - 
ſhe had a ſenſibility in her look that ſtruck her be- 15 


holders with awe, With Mia z A's notions of vir- 3 

tue and honour, ſhe had a delicacy that adapted it 4 
to her ſex; ſincerity and truth accompanied all Y 

her 
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her thoughts and words: unconſcious of having 


done evil, ſhe had a chearful ſerenity of temper: 
every body that heard her ſentiments approved of 
her, without her ſeeming to know it : ſhe gave 
eyery body the praiſe that was their due but her- 
ſelf, and was fearful of not deſerving the praiſes 
that were beſtowed on her. With FATIMA, SELIM 
was the happieſt of men, He was fome time after 
appointed grand vizier of Damaſcus; and having 


been famed for virtue, and bleſſed the people un- 


der his care for thirty revolutions of the ſun, he 
retired with his ſtill beloved FATIMA to Mirza's 
habitation, and ended his days in peace. 
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IBRAHIM and ALMIRA. 


——. 


S it in man to ſtill the roarings of the ſea, or 
in nature to check the fury of the wind ? Who 
can dictate to the will of Heaven, or cry unto the 


fates, *©* Thus ſhall it be?” Son of man, canſt thou 
give motion to the ſtars, or limit the progreſs of 


the ſun? canſt thou ftop the moments in their 
courſe, and ſteal the ſands from never-ſtanding 
time? | 


In the city of Bagdad, ſo celebrated by the 
eaſtern writers, lived IBR ARHIMu, the ſon of Evir 


Hassan, who had formerly been principal fa- 


vourite to the caliph, and entruſted by the com- 
mander of the faithful with the moſt important 
deſigns. IBRanim was eſteemed-an honour to his 
country, and looked upon as the glory of his race. 
He was now in all the comelineſs of manhood, 
and his reputation was uncommon for his years.— 


His name went forth like the gales of the morn- 
ing, and his preſence was as chearful as the beams 
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of the ſun.—Sorrow never ſaw a cloud upon his 
brow ; nor- did grief ever take poſſeſſion of his 
heart. Envy was a ſtranger to his thoughts, and 
rancour an alien to his breaſt.— His affection was 
cordial to his friends, and his charity conſtant to 
the poor. Reſolute in good, he was a ſtranger to 
fear; and promoting the ſatis faction of every body, 
grew tenderly reſpected by all. 


Such was IBRAHIu, when the angel of love 
touched his boſom, and kindled a flame for Ar- 
MIRA, the ſiſter of HeLim, who was vizier to the 
caliph, and the next in power and greatneſs to his 
lord. ALmiRa was the moſt beautiful virgin of 
Bagdad, and the fame of her charms had reached 
the remoteſt borders of the eaſt. —Her cheek was 
as freſh as the roſes of the morning, and her boſom 
was more white than the lily of the dale.—The 


diamond of Golconda was leſs piercing than her eye, 


and her air was more comely than the preſence of 
the ſwan.— Her voice was like the muſic of Para- 
diſe, and her breath was as pure as the breezes of 
the weſt. Her ſong would ſubdue the tiger of the 
foreſt, and her looks would detain the roe upon 
the hills. Ye daughters of Bagdad, ye beheld her 
with envy ; and ye maids of Balſora, ye knew her 
with regret. At her ſight the winter of age would 
glow with admiration, and the ſummer of youth 


With tenderneſs and love.—She alone was worthy 


the hand of IBR AIM, and IBR A HM at length was 
happily bleſt with her's, | 
The 
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The thirtieth moon had now gone down upon 
their felicity, and increaſed the tranſport of the 
lovers with a daughter, beautiful as her mother, 
and a ſon, the ſtrongeſt picture of his ſire. Their 
hours were meaſured only by their happineſs, and 
the minutes alone were numbered out by joy. But 
O how unſtable are the pleaſures of this life! and 
how oft are the plans which we lay for delight de- 
feated in their end! A fatal diſtemper preyed up- 


on the two ſmiling infants, and nature at laſt con- 


ſigned them over to the angel of death, IBR AHIu 
was ſtruck with a grief inexpreſſive, and AL MIRA 
with an anguifn too mighty to ſupport. He was, 
however, enabled, by the force of reaſon and 
philoſophy, to combat with his affliction: but ſhe, 
from the tenderneſs of conſtitution, and the ex- 
travagance of maternal love, incapable of receiv- 
ing the ſmalleſt relief. How oft did ſhe complain 
to heaven in the bitterneſs of her ſorrows ! how 
oft call upon death in the anguiſh of her heart ! 


Ye matrons of Bagdad ye bore witneſs to her tears; 
ye mothers of Balſora ye have heard of her diſtreſs, 


Ye beams of the morning, ye roſe upon her ſighs; 
and ye ſhades of the evening ye brought no com- 
fort to her breaſt. Deſpair was at laſt ſucceeded 
by diſtraction; and the fates, offended at her com- 
plaints, cut the thread of life, as ſhe was tearing 
her hair, and pouring forth her lamentations upon 
the new-made grave of her little IBxanim and 


ALMIRA. 
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ALmiRa's death deprived the wretched Ip a- 
HIM of all his fortitude: he ſeized a dagger, and 
prepared to put an end to an exiſtence which he 
was no longer able to enjoy : but firſt turning his 
eyes up to heaven, and falling on his knees, he 
breathed out the following prayer: * God of my 
forefathers, who fitteth enthroned above the ſeven hea- 
dens, and thou great prophet, MAROMET, exalted 
miniſter of truth, behold the tortures of my heart, and 
forgive the raſhneſs they produce! It is not for me io aff 


why eternal providence ſhould ſhower ſuch nameleſs wwoes 


ion me. Vet let me aſe if I deſerve them all? The 


laws of truth and righteou/nels I have hitherto inwicla- 
bly preſerved ; and whether it is from phrenzy, or the 
evealn:/s of human nature, I cannot determine; but I 


am no longer able to ſuſtain a weight of afflictions which © 


the utmoſt profligacy of the abandoned has never yet ex- 


perienced. Pardon me then, O omnipotent ! that thus, 


uncalled, I ruſh, before thy throne, ts ſeet that repoſe in 
another world, which fate deſtroyed in this,” 


Here ended Ipranim; and he was juſt about 
giving the fatal ſtroke, when one of thoſe celeſtial 
beings, that attend the preſence of the living God, 
appeared, and inſtantly with-held his hand. Igra- 
HIM fell proftrate, and thus the inhabitant of hea- 
ven went on: Cee, miſtaken TBRAHIM,. 70 Come 
plain of the diſpenſation; of providence 3 nor think that 
the decrees of the meft high are not actuated by unerring 
juſtice. © In this aut dd, which thou muſt lock upon as & 


fate of probation, and not conſider as & j!ace of reward, 


thox 


* 
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thou art wrong to ſeek for perfect happineſs, or to think 


of meeting <vith undifturbed repoſe. To theſe delightful 


ends if thou art ſolicitous to ſoar, pay an implicit obedi- 
ence to the divine will, nor ever tax that being with 
ſeverity, who in the midſt of his diſpleaſure only chaſtens 
to reform. Both thou and AlL MIRA were too dotingly 
fond of thoſe two babes, which heaven had bleft ye with, 
and paid a leſs attention to the giver, than either did 10 
the gift. In goodneſs, therefore, heaven remanded 
what it thought proper to beſtow 3 and art thou ſo un- 


juſt as to be offended, when the divine being is pleaſed + 


to recall his own or canſt thou be ſaid in reality to love 
theſe little infants, if thou would/t a moment wiſh them 
back from theſe eternal manſions of felicity which are pro- 


vided for the blefſed? They are happy; woulaſt thou 


diſturb their happineſs ? they are angels; would/t thou 
reduce them to common clay ® What haſt thou to com- 
plain of ®' ALMIRA, that was thy wift, is in Para- 
diſe ; woulaſt thou bring her back to a miſerable world ? 
If they were dear to thee, thou haſt cauſe to rejoice at 
their felicity, not to lament for their loſs. Thou beege/t 
of heaven, TBRAHIM, to forgive thy intended ſuicide. 
How canſt thou be ſo inconſiſtent, as to pray to heaven, 
in the very moment thou art going to violate the ſtricteſt 
of its Izws ? How canſt thou preſume to addreſs thy 
God for mercy, yet in the midft of thy petition intend to 
offend the greatneſs of his power ? O IBRanim ! Hea- 
ven has dealt mercifully with thee, and provided never- 
ending happineſs for the wife of thy boſom, and the 
children of thy heart, Moulaſt thou fhare their fate, 


and join them in felicity? the way does not lie in bring 


difturbed 
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Gfarbed at the almighty will, but in being l. — 
Here the angel ceaſed and vaniſhed. Then IaRA- 
Au aroſe, quite comforted with the expoſtulation, 
and laid by his raſh deſign : the remainder of his 
days he devoted to the fervice of his maker; and, 
in the reign of the famous Haroun ALRasCnlp, 
he was gathered to his fathers, having firſt dire&- 
ed the whole of this circumſtance to be written in 
the extraordinary memorials of Bagdad. 
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SO LIMA N l. 
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E THINKS it is merry enough to reflect 

on thoſe grave hiſtorians, who pother their 
brains to find out great cauſes for great revoluti- 
ons. I dare ſay, that SYLLAa's valet de chambre 
could not have forbore ſmiling, had he heard the 
different conjectures of politicians on his maſter's 
abdication : but SY LILA is out of the queſtion. 


Soriman the ſecond married his ſlave, in le- 


fiance of the laws of the Oltoman empire. You 
may imagine, perhaps, this ſlave to be a perfect 
beauty, with great genius and refined politics; 
nothing of all that; here is the fact. 


SoLIMAN grew tired in the midſt of all his glo- 
ry. The pleaſures of the ſeraglio, notwithſtand- 
ing their variety, were grown inſipid by being too 
eaſily obtained. I cannot bear, ſaid he, to 
have no other enjoyment but that of a parcel of 
ſubmiſſive carefling machines; I hold them all at 


a very low rate; their liſtleſs condeſcenſion has no- 


thing 
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thing flattering, nothing engaging. My delight 
Would be to enſlave a heart free and independant,” 


A ſultan's whims are ſo many commands to his 
miniſters. Confiderable ſums were promiſed to 
whomſoever could furniſh the ſeraglio with Europe- 
an ſlaves. In a ſhort time there were three intro- 
duced, who, like the three graces, ſeemed to have 
| ſhared amongſt themſelves all the charms of beau- 


ty. 


Majeſtic and modeſt features, ſweet languiſhiny 
eyes, a frank open temper, joined to a ſoul of ſen- 
Ability characteriſed the engaging ELmira. The 
thoughts of being ſhut up in a ſeraglio, with the 
notion of ſlavery, terrified her almoſt to - death. 
SoLIMAN found her ſwooned away in the arms of 
the women, He drew nigh, ſhe comes to her- 
ſelf; he endeavours with great tenderneſs to re- 
move her fears, and give her comfort. She raiſed 
up her fine large blue eyes, moiſt with tears, with 
a languiſhable look. He pave her his hand, ſup- 
ported her, whilſt ſhe accompanied him. with a 
feeble tottering ſtep. The ſlaves withdrew; and 
as ſoon as they were left together, SOLIMAN ſaid, 
Charming ET MIRA, it is not my intention to 
give you the leaſt diſagreeable apprehenſion. 
Forget that you have a maſter, and only behold 
in me a lover.“ The name of lover, ds well as 
that of maſter, are equally unknown to me, re- 
plied EEMIRA, and which I equally dread. I Was 
informed, and I ſhudder at the thought that I was 
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to be devoted to your pleaſures, Alas! what ples. 
ſure can there be in overcoming weakneſs, and op- 
preſſing innocence ? Don't imagine that I ſhall 
ever-ſubmit.to the compliances of ſervitude. The 
only ſatisfaction you can poſſibly taſte with me, 
muſt be that of ſhewing yoarfelf a generous pro- 
tector. Oh! reſtore me to my fond parents, re- 
ſtore me to my country! and in paying a due re- 
reſpect to my virtue, to my youth, and to my 


misfortune, be entitled to my gratitude, to my 


eſteem, and perhaps to my regtets.“ 


Such a ſpeech from a flave was quite new to 
SOLIMAN; his generous foul was moved at it. 


No, my dear child, ſaid he, banith your fears, 


I will never have recourſe to violence. I am tranſ- 


Ported with you ; my whole happinefs will confi 


in loving and ftriving to pleaſe you; and yet 1 
would rather ſuffer the torment of never feeing 


you again, than a-much greater one, that of ſee- 


ing you unhappy. However, before I ſet you at 
liberty, give me leave to try whether it is im- 
poſſible or not to diſpel the ſhocking notion that 
the name of flave has prepoſſeſt you with. I de- 
fire but one month's trial ; after which, if you 
are not diſpoſed to a mutual inclination, I ſhall 
take no other revenge of your ungratefulneſs, but 
that of giving you back to the ingratitude and 
treachery'bf men. O Sir, cried out ELMIRA, 


with 4 furprize mixed with joy, how unjuſt are 


the Pre} judices of my country! and how little are 
your 


- 
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your virtues knows! ! continue to be what you ſeem 
at prefent, and I ſhall never reckon this day a- 
mongſt my unhappy ones,” 


Immediately ſeveral ſlaves appeared with the 
richeſt brocades and moſt precious jewels. Chooſe 
what you like, faid the ſultan, theſe are only for 
cloaths, not ornaments, where no embelliſhment 
is wanting.” © Pray do you chooſe for me,“ res. 
plied EL Mun A, running over the variety of gold 
and filver ſtuffs that were preſented to her choice, 
'« TI defire you would not aſk my advice, replied 
SoLiMan, I ſhall hate, without diſtinction, any 
thing, if it was poſſible, that did not ſui; your 
charms.” ELMIk A bluſhed; and the ſultan re- 
marked, that ſhe preſerred thoſe calours which 
were beſt adapted to ſet off her particular beauty, 
It gave him a flattering proſpect. The love of 
being adorned is next to a deſire to pleaſe, 


The probation month, on SoLiMANn's fſidg, 
paſſed on with the moſt reſnectful gallantry ; and 
on that of EL MIA with the greateſt complaiſance 
and moſt delicate regard. She Jiked -him every 
day more and more, without knowing it. His 
viſits were at firſt permitted only after the ceremo- 
ny of the toilet, to the hour ſhe retired to un- 
dreſs; but in a ſhort time he was admitted both 
to the undrefling and the toilet, Twas there the 
plan was laid for the amuſements of thaiylay, and 
for thoſe of the next. What one propoſed was 
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preciſely what the other was going to propoſe; 
their only Ciſpute was which ſtole each others 
thought firſt, ELMIRA during theſe playful de- 
bates, did not perceive fome: little. inadvertent 
egligences which her modeſty would have been 
alarmed at. A hankerchief ſlipt aſide, a tucker 
miſplaced, &c. procured the ſultan now and then 
a pleaſure which he took care to diſguiſe. He 
knew, and it was a great deal for a ſultan to 
know, that it was injudicious to put modeſty to 
the bluſh; that baſhfulneſs is never more ſhy than 
when alarmed, and that they muſt be tamed be- 
fore they can be conquered, The more charms 
ke diſcovered in ELmira, the more his appre- 
henſions encreaſed at the near approach of that 
day, which might deprive him of them for ever. 


The eve of the fixt deciſive day is come. Sor i- 
aan ordered ſeveral cheſts to be got ready full of 
the richeſt ſtuffs, with the moſt valuable perfumes 
and xatonpant vie els of all kinds. Hewent to EL- 
miRAa's apartment, followed by the preſents. 

To morrow, madam, ſaid he, is the day that 
T'promiſed to reſtore you A. liberty, if you ſtiil 
regret it. Jam come to make g od my word, 
and bid you an eternal adieu.“ What! ſaid 
EL KIR A trei OE , is it to-morrow ? I had quite 

foroot i it.” © Yes, *tis to morrow, replied the 
ſaltan, that I am doomed to be the moſt rette 
of mankind. . You are very cruel to yourſelf 


then to have put me in mind of it!“ Alas! 
charming 
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charming Euuira, ttis in your power to make 


me forget it for ever.“ I muit needs own, ſaid. 


ſhe, that I am moved to fee. you grieved, that 


your generous behaviour makes your happineſs 


dear to me; and if te ſhew my gratitude, pro- 
longing my flavery would .. . ”—* No, madam, 
I am hut too well acquainted with the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you: I am very ſenſible that the more I 
ſhould know of zou, the more ſhocking it would 
be to part with you. Such a ſacrifice would be 


ny death; but I ſhould on'y make it a more 


painful one in deſerring it. May your country 


be worthy of poſſeſſing you! may thofe whom you 


are going to charm be more deſerving of you than 
Jam! I only aft one favour, which is to accept 
of theſe trifles, as a ſmall token of the moſt tender 
and fiacere love that you, yes, you yourſelf are 


capable of inſpiring.” No, Sir, ſaid ſne, with 


a faultering voice, I accept of none of your pre- 
ſents. I go; 'tis your will, But I ſhall take a- 
long with me nothing of yours but your image, 
which 1s engraved in my heart.” SoL1Man, fix- 
ing his eyes on ELMIRA's found them wet with 
tears. Farewel Ermira!—Parewel SOLIMAN! 
They made one another ſo many, and ſuch tender 
farewels, that they ended by reſolving never to 
part ſo long as they lived. The avenues to bliſs 
which he had curſorily paſſed with his Aſiatic flaves, 
ſeemed ſo delicious with ELMIRA, that they gave 


him the moſt rapturous joy to walk thro? them ſtep 


by ſtep. But when arrived at the port of happi- 
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nefs, his pleaſures grew as infipid as thoſe he had 
taſted before ; and by becoming eaſy and uncon- 
ſtrained, became flat and vapid. Their days, 
which were fo full and conſtantly employed, be- 
gan to have ſome intervals. In one of theſe vacant 
moments, where complaiſance alone retained the 
ſultan, *©* Have you any objection, ſaid he to 
ELMiRa, to be entertained by a ſlave from your 


own country, who, I am told, has a very fine 


voice?“ ELMIRA, at this propoſal, felt very ſen- 


fibly the riſk ſhe ran; but to conſtrain a lover that 
_ grows tired, is but fatiguing him the more. 1 


can have no objection, anſwered ſhe, to any 
thing you defire.” 'The ſlave was introduced. 


The finger, whoſe name was Der 1a, had a ma- 
jeftic air and ſhape ; her hair was black as ebony, 
and her ſkin whiter than ivory; her eye-hrows 
boldly drawn, arched her ſparkling eyes. Soon 
as ſhe began to fing, her pouting ruby lips diſ- 
covered two rows of beautiful pearls ſet in coral. 
Firſt ſhe ſang the victories of Soriuan. The 
dero was elevated at the remembrance of his 
triumphs. His pride as much as his taſte was 
gratified, when he applauded the accents of her 
melodious brilliant notes, which made the ſaloon 
reſound with their harmonious ſwellings. DeLia 
changed the ſubject, and ſang the pleaſures of 
voluptuouſueſs. She then took her lute, an in- 
inſtrument contrived to diſplay the contour of a 


eautiful arm, and ſet off to advantage the neat 


move 
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movements of a delicate hand. Her voice, which 
ſhe appropriated to the ſubject, ſoft and tender, 
warbled the moſt moving ſounds. The falls and 
riſings of her notes, joined by imperceptible mo- 
dulations, expreſſed the raptures of a ſoul im- 
memerged in pleaſure, or the. relaxation of ſated 
Joys. Her notes, now expiring.on her lips,, now 
ſoaring with rapid ſwellings, expreſſed by turng 
the ſighs of modeſty and the vehemence of paſſion ; 
whilſt her eyes more than her voice animated the 


lively deſcriptions. 


SoLIMAN tranſported with pleaſure, greedily 
feaſted his eyes and ears. No, never ſure, ſaid 
he, did ſweeter notes proceed from ſweeter lips. 
She who can paint pleaſure with ſo much feeling, 
muſt infpire it, and partake of it with delight. 
Ah! what a bliſs, to reſpire that harmonious breath, 
to catch in their very paſſage thoſe melting ſounds 
formed and animated by. love!“ The ſultan was 
ſo taken up with theſe rapturous ideas, that he did 
not mind that he was beating time all the while 
on the knee of poor EL MK A. She, over-prefied 
with vexation and jealouſy, could fcarce. draw; her 
breath. * How unhappy, ſaid ſhe to. SoL1MAN, * 
in a feeble tone, is this ſinger to have fo ſweet a 
voice! Alas! it ought to be the conveyer of the 
ſentiments of my heart. All that ihe has expreſſed 
you have taught me to feel.” So ſpoke ELAN; 
but So AN did. not fo much as liſten to her. 


M 5 Daria By, 


1 

Derr altered her manner again to celebrate 
the charms of inconſtancy. All the moſt pleaſing 
and intereſting ſcenes that variegated nature could 
produce were repreſented in her ſongs. Imagine 
the beautiful fluttering fly roving from flower to 
flower, and the bland zephyrs panting on the 
opening roſe! Hark! ſhe ſung, the dove begins 
to cooe, it is conſtant, but it is dull ard penſive. 
Mind the fickle linnet, itwlittle wings ſhiver with 


pleaſure, and its ſweet notes are raiſed as a grate- 


ful tribute to love. The flowing waters never 
freeze ; a heart always cools by conſtancy. There 
is but one mortal on earth that can poſſi bly be 
loved continually ; let him range, and he enjoys 
the pleaſure of making thouſands happy. All pre- 
vent his wiſhes, or follow his inclinations. We 


adore him in our arms, we even love him in thoſe 
of another. Let him fly or yield to our deſires, 


every-where he will meet with love, every-where 


he will leave it behind him. 


Er MIRA could ſtifle no longer her orief and her 
reſentment. She got up and retired ; the ſultan 
took no notice of her departure; and whilſt ſhe 


was drowned in tears, repeating over and over, 


O perfidious! O ungrateful and unkind!” So- 


LIMAN, Charmed with his divine ſinger, realized 


with her ſome-of the imaginary ſcenes ſhe had de- 
ſcribed with ſo much luſciouſneſs. The very next 
morning the diſconſolate EL Mrra ſent him a note 


indited by love and grief, which put him in mind 


of 


D 
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of his promiſe. ** O'tis juft, ſaid the ſultan, let 
her return to her own country loaded with my be- 
nefactions. Poor thing! ſhe really loved me: and 
cannot ſay that I have behaved to her as I ought.” 


The firſt moments of his paſſion for Der1a, 
were a downright intoxication ; but ſoon as ſober - 
reflection had diſperſed his fumes, he found that 
ſhe had more petulance then ſenſibility; and 
ſeemed rather more eager to receive pleaſure than 
fond of giving it; in ſhort, much fitter than the 
ſaltan to have a ſeraglio of her own. Sometimes 
to entertain his illuſion, he defired DELIA to fing 
lim one of thoſe ſongs which uſed to delight him. 
But the enchantment was broke, and Deria's 
voice was no longer the ſame. The raptures it 
was wont to ravſe dwindled inſenſibly, by being 
often heard, almoſt to inattention; 1e en an un- 
foreſeen event eraſed it for ever. 


The prime miniſter of the ſeraglio came and in- 
formed the ſultan, that the wild ungovernable vi- 
vacity of one of the European ſlaves was not to be 
controuled in any ſhape. She is ſure to do every 
thing ſne is forbid. She makes a joke of our 
threats, and anſwers our expoſtulations with the 
moſt provoking raillery, or with immoderate 
burſts of laughter. SoLiman, who was too great 
and too reaſonable a man to look upon the govern- 
ment of the ſeraglio as an affair of ſtate, was cu- 
rious to ſce this young madcap. As ſoon as ſhe 
| perceived 


» 
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perceived SoOLIMAN, © Well! heaven be praiſed, , 


ſaid ſhe, here is a human figure. You. are, I ſup- | 


poſe, the ſublime ſultan, whoſe ſlave I have the 
honour to be? pray oblige me ſo far as to drive 
away that old, horrid, ugly creature that ſhocks 
my fight.” SoLiMAan could ſcarce keep his coun- 


tenance at this fine beginning. RoxkLANxA, 


ſaid he, (it was the name they had given her) have 
more reſpect, if you pleaſe, for the miniſter of 
my will and pleaſures; you are as yet unacquaint- 
ed with the cuſtoms of the ſeraglio; *till you are 
fully informed of them, learn to moderate your- 
felf, and obey.” *© ſine compliment, truly, 
replied RoxtxLana. Obez, pray is that a ſample 
of Turkiſh gallantry ? you muſt be vaſtly loved to 
be ſure, if you addreſs the women in that ftrain ! 
Have more reſpect for my will and. pleafure + You 
have then wills of your own, O heavens, and 

what wills? if they are of a- piece with thoſe of 
your miniſter? an old good- for- nothing amphibi- 
ous monſter, that ſhuts us up as in a ſnheep- fold, 
conſtantly upon the watch with his frightfut glar- 


ing eyes, as if he was going to devour us. And 


is this the confidant of your pleafures, and the 
guardian of our chaſtity ? I muſt do him the juf. 
rice to own, that if you give him money to make 
yourſelf hated, he certainly earns his wages. We 
cannot ftir a ſtep but he ſcolds; he even forbids 
us our mutual vifits and taking a walk together, 


1 ſuppoſe by and by he will be for weighing us 


out the air, and —— us an of light. 
I wiſh 
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I wiſh. you had ſeen how he fumed with rage one 


evening that he found me alone in theſe ſolitary 
gardens * is it by your orders that he interdiRs our 
going in? are you afraid that it will rain men ? 
and if ſome ſhould happen to fall from the clouds, 


where would be the harm? it is a miracle that 


heaven ought in juſtice to perform in our favour, 


Whilſt RoxeLana thus ran on, the Sultan was 
gazing with the greateſt ſurprize on the vivacity 
of her looks, and the roguiſn play of her counten- 
ance. By Manomer, faid: he to himſelf, ne- 
ver was ſuch a ſweet, pretty. phyſiognomy formed: 
in fa; Europe has the advantage of us there,” 
RoxELana. had nothing of what is called beauti- 
ful; no. regularity in. hen features; but ſhe alto- 
gether had that charming Jr ne /cais quai, a hun- 
dred times more agreeably inciting than beauty. 
A look that ſpoke, lips like the opening rofe, an 
arch witty ſmile, and eaſy genteel ſhape, and a 
little cock-up noſe ; all which ſet off her freakifh 
behaviour in ſo pleafing a light, that ſhe put the 


Grand Signior's gravity almoſt out of countenance, 


But in theſe. fituations your great folks have a 
characteriſtie recourſe of their own ; filenee, And 
SoLIMan not knowing what anſwer to make, 
took the benefit of his power, and hid his embar—-— 
rafs under the veik of majeſty, The g 
defired to know his pleaſure in regard to this little 
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. is quite unexperiepced; you muſt make great 
allowance for a child. 


The figure, manner, and character of Roxtx- 
LANA made ſuch an impreſſion on Sol iu Ax, that 
he was agitated even in his ſleep, with the thoughts 
they had raiſed in his mind. As {oon as he was 
awake he ſent for the chief of the eunuchs: „me- 
thinks, ſaid he, thou art no favourite at Roxt- 
LAN aA's court? go, and to ingratiate thyſelf, let 
her know that I ſhall come and drink tea with 
her.” At the miniſter's appearance RoxELana's 


women hurried to wake her. What would the 


old monkey have with me?” ſaid ſhe, rubbing 
her eyes. I am come, anſwered the eunuch, 


by command of his ſublime highneſs, to kiſs the 


duſt beneath your feet, and acquaint you at the 


ſame time, that he intends to come and drink tea 


with the delight of his ſoul.” —** Get you gone with. 
your ſpeech. My feet have no duſt under them, 
and I don't drink tea ſo early in the morning.“ 

The eunuch retired without replying, and gave 
an account of his meſſage. ** She is in the right, 
faid the Sultan, what buſineſs hadſt thou to have 
her waked ? thou doſt every thing wrong.” As 


ſoon as it was broad day in RoxtELana's apartment 


he went to her. You are angry with me, ſaid 


the Sultan, your reſt was diſturbed, and I am the 


innocent, cauſe of it. Come let us be reconciled, 
folow my example; I have already forgot all you 
f. 1 
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ſaid to me yeſterday.“—“ So much the worſe for 
you; I told you a great many good things; I fee 
my frankneſs is diſagreeable, but you muſt grow 
uſed to it. Don't you think yourſelf very happy 
to find a friend in a ſlave? Yes, I ſay a friend that 
intereſts herſelf for you, and who will teach you 
how to love. Ah! why have not you travelled 


into my country? It is there that love is in its 


element; all life! all tenderneſs? and wherefore ? 
Becauſe it is fiee. Sentiments muſt be inſpired, 
not commanded, Marriage with us is far from 
flavery, and yet a huſband beloved is next to a 
prodigy. Whatever bears the name of duty, is 
vexatious to the mind, damps imagination, cools 
deſire, and blunts that edge of ſelf-love which 
creates a poignancy, and gives a reliſh to love. 
Now if it be ſo difficult to love one's huſband, 
how much more ſo to love one's maſter ? eſpecially 
if he has not the cunning to hide the chains which 


he has given.“ I ſhall make it my ſtudy, re- 
plied the Sultan, to ſoften your ſervitude ; but 


on your fide it wili be your duty” « Duty ! 


why now there again; nothing but duty! take 


my advice, and get 11d of thoſe mortifying terms; 
they are out of place in the mouth of a gallant 


'man, who has the honour to converſe with a pret- 


ty woman.” ——< But RoxeLana! do you forget 
who I am, and who you are?“ Why, you 


are powerful, and I am pretty; ſo we are upon a 
par.” It might be ſo in your country, replied 
the Sultan haughtily; here I am maſter, and you 


Are 


1.2561 
are a ſlave.“—“ Yes, I know very well that you 
bought me, but the robber that ſold me could not 
transfer to you any other rights than what he had, 
thoſe of violence and rapine; in a word, the 
rights of a thief. And you are a man of too mach 
honour to take advantage of them. After all, you 
are only my maſter becauſe my life is in your 
hands; but I am no longer your ſlave if I can 
deſpiſe life; and really ſuch a one as is led here 
is not worth preſerving.” * Ah! what a ſhock- 
ing idea have you ſtarted ! exclaimed the Sultan, 
do you take me for a. barbarian? no; my dear 
RoxtLana, I ſhall make no other uſe of my 
power, but to endeavour to make us both hap- 
Py.” © You ſet out then, ſaid ſhe, on a very 
| wrong footing ; for example, to what purpoſe 
all theſe keepers? theſe black filthy deformed 
nauſeous creatures? are they the ſmiles and, graces 
that are here the attendants on love ??—** Theſe 
| keepers are not for you: alone; I have five hun- 
dred women, over which our laws and our cuſtoms 
oblige me to. have a watchful eye.“ And 
Pray tell me to. what: purpoſe thoſe five hundred 
women?“ Why, nothing moxe than a vain 
| oſtentation attached. to, the dignity: of a ſultan. 
| But how, do you. employ. them all? for you 
| don't lend them to any body.“ No, it was in- 
conſtancy that introduced the cuſtom. A heart 
that has no real attachment, muſt have change to 
be amuſed. Nothing but a true and fincere paſſion 
can make a lonex faithful and conſtant, which I 
never 
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never was till I ſaw you. Let not the number of 
theſe women give you any unneaſineſs; they will 
only ſerve to adorn your triumph. You will find 
them all ſtudious to pleaſe you, and you will ſee 
me ous. to pleaſe you and you alone.“ Up- 
on my word, ſaid Rox LANA, with a eompaſſion- 
ate air, you deſerve a better fate. What a pity 


it is that you are not a private man in my coun- 


try? I might, perhaps, have liſtened to you; for, 


after all, it is not you that I hate; tis all theſe 
creatures that ſurround you which create my averſt- 


en; for really you are much more likely than a 
Tark has a right to be; you have ſomething of the 
Frenchman in you, and, without flattery, I have 
loved ſuch as are not to be put in competition with 
you.” * You have loved!” cried out the Sultan 
with great emotion.“ O! no to be ſure | what 
ſhould have hindered me? would you have me to 
have been virtuous all my life to ceaſe to be fa 
with you ? Upon my word you Turks are very. odd 
folks !.“ And you have not been always virtu- 
ous! O heavens, what do I hear? I am betray- 
ed, I am on the rack. Periſh the traitors that have 
impoſed upon me.” * Excuſe them, replied 
Rox LANA, the poor people are not to blame; 
wiſer than them have been deceived ; and beſides, 
where is the great harm ? Why don't you reſtore 
me to my freedom, if you think that I am not 
worthy of the honours of ſlavery ?”—** Yes, yes, 


I ſhall reſtore you to your liberty, which you have 


already made ſo 8001 a uſe of. ” At theſe words 
the 


[ 258 
the Sultan retired in a fury, ſaying, « I was afraid 
that little cock up noſe had been guilty of ſome- 
what more than indiſcretion.“ | 


This imprudent confeſſion of RoxtLana almoſt 


diſtracted him. Firſt he will have her turned a- 
way, and then ſhe maſt be ſhut up; now he will 


have her brought before him; and preſently no, 


let me not ſee her. In ſhort, the great SoLIMan 


did not know what he ſaid. Sublime lord, re- 
repreſented the eunuch, why ſhould a trifle give 
you ſo much vexation? one more one leſs, is it 
ſo wondrous an affair? beſides, who knows but 
what ſhe owned to you was only an arttice to be 
ſent back?“ What doſt thou ſay? ah! ah! 
is it poſſible? It muſt be ſo. Thou haſt opened 
my eyes. No- body confeſſes ſuch ſort of truths. 
It is a trick, a piece of canning. O the deceitful 
huſſy ! but Pl] countermine her, and diſſemble 
likewiſe. Go and tell her... that I deſire to ſup 
with her to night.. No, don't go; order the 
ſinger to come hither, ſhe is the propereſt perſon 
to de my ambaſſadreſs. 


Det1a was charged to employ all her art to 
gain RoxELana's confidence. What, ſaid ſhe 
to the finger, when ſhe underſtood her drift ? 
young and handſome as you are, he ſends you with 


ſuch a meſſage! and you have the weakneſs to, 


condeſcend to his defire! you are not worthy of 
being my compatriot. I ſee very plainly that they 
| have 
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have ſpoiled him, and that I muſt take the trou- 
ble of teaching this Turk how to behave. I will, 


ſend him word that I keep you to ſupper he ſhall 


make reparation for his impertinence.” —* But 
Madam, he may take it ill.“ He take it ill! 
I ſhould be glad to ſee him find fault with what 1. 
like.”—* He ſeemed to expect, Madam, a tete 
alete... A tete a tete! did he ſo? no, no, we 
are not come to that yet; he has a long way to 
go before we ſha!l have any thing to communicate 


in private.“ G 


The Sultan was as much ſurpriſed as vexed to 
find that there would be a third. However, he 
repaired betimes to Roxerana's apartment. As 
ſoon as he appeared, ſhe accoſted him with an air 


of freedom and familiarity, as if they had been 


on the moſt intimate footing. ** This is, ſaid 
ſhe, very obliging to come and ſup with us;“ 
I hope Madam, you have no objection.“ © You 
muſt needs own, SoLiman, that I am a good 
friend indeed, Come, ſalute the lady; very well. 

Now thank me; ſoftly! I don't like you ſhould 
dwell ſo much upon your gratitude. This is as it 
ſhould be; I am really ſurpriſed at his progreſs, 
I have given him as yet but two leſſons, and you 
ſee how he is improved! I don't deipair of making 


him quite a Frenchman.” 


Do but think of the amazement of a ſultan, and 


that of ſuch a ſultan, the conquerer of Alfa. to 
| fnd 


0 
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; kud himfelf treated like a ſchool-boy by a flave of 
eighteen years old. She was all ſupper-time of 
the moſt gay and lively humour imaginable. So- 
LI MAN was delighted; he aſked her ſeveral queſti- 
ons concerning the manner and cuſtoms of Europe. 
One defcription came faſt upon another; our pre- 
zudices, our follies, our ridicules, all were taken off 
and expoſed: Sol IuAN thought himſelf in Paris. 
** What a charming ſpirit of mimicry ! cried out 
the Sultan, can any thing be more agreeable ?" 
From Europe ſhe fell upon Ala; the picture was 
much ſtronger. The ſurly haughtineſs of the men, 
the imbecility of the women, the dulneſs of their 


ſociety, the maukiſh gravity of their amours, no- 


thing eſcaped her notice; tho' one would have 
thought, ſhe could have had but a curſory view of 
their manners, The ſeraglio had its turn, and 
RoxzLana began by felicitating SoLIMan, for 
having been the firſt that took it in his head to ſe. 
cure the virtue of women, by the entire annihila. 


tion of manhood in the blacks. She was begin- | 


ing to expatiate on the honour this epocha of his 
reign would do him in hiſtory ; but he deſired her 
to drop the ſubject. Well, ſaid ſhe, I perceive 
that I take up thoſe moments which DeL1a would 
employ much better. Entreat her to give you one 
of thoſe airs which, 'tis ſaid, ſhe ſings with fo 
much taſte and ſpirit.” DA did not wait to be 
prefſed, RoxzLAN A ſeemed charmed; ſhe whiſ- 


pered Sol IMAN to give her a hankerchief. He 


gave, her one nn. dreaming of her deſign. 


66 Madam, 
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ct . Madam, kid he to Der iA, preſenting it it to 
her, it is from the ſultan that I offer you this 
hankerchief, you well deſerve it.“ „80 ſhe 
does, faid Sor iu Ax, provoked to the higheſt 
pitch, and giving his hand to DeLia, retired 
with her. 


« I muſt own, ſaid he, as foon as they were 
alone, that this little giddy, whimſical creature 
quite confounds me; you ſee what a tone ſhe 
aſſumes; and I have not the power to leſſen it, 
or even to be angry. In ſhort, I doat upon her, 


5 5 how to make her comply to. my wiſhes I know 


t.“ * Sir, replied DET IA, I fancy I have found 
_ ker real character. Authority and conſtraint 
will never do. Nothing but extreme neglect, or 
the greateſt attention and gallantry will have any 
effect. Neglect, indeed, may pique her; but I 
am afraid it is. too late; ſhe knows you Love her; 
ſhe. will have a ſecret ſatisfadtion in ſeeing'the un- 
eaſineſs you impoſe upon yourſelf; very ſure that 
you will be glad to return, and ſtrive to make it 
up. Beſides, ſuch means are not only trouble- 
ſome, but very diſagreeable, for if you ſhould _ 
chance to ſhew the n condeſcenſion, it would 
be all to begin again.” “ Well then, ſaid the 
ſultan, let-us try what gallantry and fair means 


can do.“ 


From that day forth, it was a ſtudy to vary ke 


| different” entertainments and diverſions in the fera- 


gli 
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glio prepared for RoxeLana; which the looked 
upon as a thing that ought to be, and received 
tiem accordingly, without taking them for her- 
ſelf, without any ſeeming pleaſure, but with an 
obliging unconcerned tranquillity. The ſultan 


aſked her, now and then, how ſhe liked theſe 


plays, theſe concerts, theſe amuſements?—“ J 
like them well enough, but ſtill there 1s te. 
thing wanting“ —“ What?” Why, men 
and liberty.“ | 


| SoLiman, vexed and nettled, had recourſe a- 
gain to DEtia. © Upon my word, ſaid the 
ſinger, I can't tell what will move her, without 
ſhe has ambition, and 1s fond of fame and honours, 
To-morrow you give audience to the ambaſſadors 
of your allies; may not I accompany her to ſee 
the ceremony, without our being ſeen ?” «© Do 
you believe, ſaid the ſultan, that it would make 
any impreſſion on her?“ I hope it will, anſwer- 
ed DEL1a, the women of her country love ſhew 
and grandeur.” *# You delight me, cried SoL1- 
MAN] Yes, my dear DeL1a, if it ſucceeds I ſhall 


be indebted to you for my happineſs.” 


After the ceremony was over, which SoLtMan 


| had ordered on purpoſe to be extremely ſplendid 


and magnificent, he went to ſee Roxtrana. 
Go ſaid ihe to l. im, get you gone, and let me 


never ſee you more.” The ſultan remained mo- 


tionleſs with amazement, ** Is it thus, continued 
| ihe 
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the, that you ME: to love? Glory and honour, 


the only bleſſings fit to move a foul like mine, ate 
all reſerved for you alone? whilſt ſhame and obli- 
vion, the moſt grievous of woes, are allotted for 
me ; and you would have me love you! I hate 
you worſe than death!” The ſultan pretended to 
take this reproach for mere pleaſantry. I am 
quite ſerious, ſaid ſhe, if my lover was poſſeſſed 
only of a poor hut I would ſhare it with him, and 
be content; he enjoys a throne, and I will par- 


take of that throne, or he is no lover of mine. 


If you do not think me worthy to reign over the 
Turks, ſend me back into my own country, where 
every pretty woman is a ſovereign, aye, and much 
more abſolute than I ſhould be here, for they 
reign over hearts.“ What then, replied Sor 1- 
MAN, in the moſt tender and obliging manner, 
the empire over my heart is not ſufficient ??— 
« No, it is not; I'll have nothing to do with a 
heart that has pleaſures that I am not a partner 
in ; don't let me ſee or hear any more of your 
trifling diverſions: amuſements for children. 1 
muſt have and will have ambaſſadors:—“ But, 
my dear RoxELana, you talk wildly, or you 


dream ſure.” “ And pray what is there ſo ex- 
travagant in my deſiring to reign with you? am 


I of a figure to diſparage a throne? And do you 
think that I ſhould have leſs dignity than you in 
aſſuring my ſubjects and allies of my protection?“ 
] believe, replied the ſultan, that you can do 


nothing but what is graceful ; but it 1s not in my 


power 


— 
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power to ſatisfy your ambition; and I deſire that 
you will think no more of it.“. Think no more 
of it! oh, I promiſe you that I ſhall think of no- 
thing elſe. I ſhall conſtantly dream of crowns, 
ſcepters, and ambaſſadors:” ſhe was as good as 
her word. The next morning ſhe had already 
fancied the materials and form of -her diadem ; 
there was nothing left undetermined but the colour 
of the ruban which was to bind it on. She or- 
dered the richeſt ſtuffs to be brought for her choice 
to make her coronation robes; and as ſoon as the 
ſultan appeared, ſhe deſired his opinion on what 
ſhe was about to chooſe. He did all he could to 
baniſh this whim from her head; but the leaſt con- 
tradiction plunged her into a profound melancho- 
ly, out of which there was no drawing her but by 
ſoothing her folly. Then ſhe became all life-and 
ſpirits. He took the opportunity of theſe moments 

of gaiety to talk to her of his love; but ſhe, with- 

out minding what he ſaid, ſpoke to him of poli- 
tics. She had already prepared the anſwers ſhe 
was to make to all the addreſſes ſhe muſt of coarſe 

Teceive on her coming to the crown, Nay, ſhe 
had even conceived projects to new regulate" the 
fate affairs throughout the.-domanions of the grand 

ſeignor. She would have vine-yards planted, and 

opera- houſes erected. She was reſolved to ſuppreſs 
the eunuchs, becauſe they were good for nothing; 
and to ſhut up all jealous fools who were the bane 
of fociety. She would have all thoſe who were 
intruſted with money affairs turned out, becauſe 
; „ ener 
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ſooner or later they muſt of courſe become rogues. 
Theſe whims diverted the ſultan for a little while, 
but in the mean time he was inflamed with the 
moſt paſſionate love, without any hopes of being 
made happy; for on the leaſt ſuſpicion of violence 
the became exaſperated, and talked of nothing 


but poiſon and daggers! and after all, So.1tyuan 


did not find that there was ſo much unreaſonable. 
neſs in RoxkLANA's ambition.  *©* Is it not very 


hard, thought he, that I alone, I that am the --: 


ſovereign, muſt be debarred the happineſs of join- 
ing my fate to that of a woman ] love and efteem ? 


All my ſubje&s may take as they like, and as they 


pleaſe a lawful ſpouſe. When by alaw, as whim- 
ſical as unjuſt, I am the only one for whom mar- 
riage is prohibited.” Thus argued love, but poli- 
cy ſoon ſilenced it. He determined then in the 
moſt tender manner to ſhew RoxtLana the reaſons 
of his not complying to her deſire. It would be 
my greateſt happineſs, ſaid he, to make you happy; 
but our manners”—** What are they to the pur- 


poſe??? —* Our laws, our cuſtoms” . They are 


what you pleaſe to make them“ “ And then the 
prieſtsꝰ . What in the name of goodneſs have they 
to do with it?. The Janiſſaries! the people! 
« All nonſenſe! it is no concern of theirs; will they 


be more or leſs unhappy becauſe I am your ſpouſe ? 


you have but little love, if you have fo little reſo- 
lution.” In ſhort, ſhe wound him up to her pur. 
poſe; he was aſhamed of being ſo timorous. He 


ſent for the Mufti, the grand Viſier, the chief 


N | Juſtice 
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Juſtice, the Janiſſaries of the land and ſea ces: t 
He told them, that he had carried the glory of the 
creſcent to the utmoſt of his abilities; that he had 
eſtabliſhed the power and repoſe of the empire on 
the ſureſt foundation; and he deſired, as a reward 

for his labours, that he might enjoy the ſame pri- 
vilege as the meaneſt of his ſubjects. I don't 
know by what law, ſaid he, which is certainly 
none of our great prophet's inſtitution, why the 
ſweets of the nuptial bed are prohibited to your ſul- 
tans, by which interdiction 1 am reduced to live with 
ſlaves, that I rather deſpiſe than love; but I am 
reſolved to break thro? the unreaſonable reſtraint, 
and marry a woman I adore. Prepare my ſabjects 
for this wedding: if they approve of it, I ſhall 
look upon their approbation as a mark of their 
gratitude but if they dare to murmur, tell them 
ijt is my will and pleaſure. es © hey received the ſul- 
tan's orders with a reſpectful filence, and the peo- 


ple followed the example. 


SoLiMan, tranſported with love and joy, led 
RoxkLANA to the moſque, aud whilſt he conduct- 
ed her thither, is it poſſible, ſaid he to himſelf, 
that a little cock-up-noſe can ſubvert the laws and 


conſtitution of a powerful empire ! 
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IGLUKA and SIBBERSIK, 
A 


Greenland Tale. 


N that diftri& of Greenland on the weſtern coaſt, 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of Amaraleꝶ, lived 
two remarkable perſonages called 818B5ERSIK and 
IcLUkKa; the former deemed the moſt accom- 
pliſh'd youth that ever worſhipped the great 
1 TORNGARSUK on this fide of the inſurmountable 
icy ridge that runs acroſs the country, whither in 
twanging the elaſtic bow of Tenar, launching the 
dart, hurling the harpoon, padling the canoe, or 
diving under water to ſcoop the blubber from the 

back of the expiring whale; and ſhe univerſall 
allowed to excell all the nymphs of Greenland in 
beauty and rare qualifications, as much as the. 
moon excels the aurora borealis in light and ſplen- 
dor. She was daughter and ſole heireſs of the 
2 Angekuk AjoKaRsSORPOX, one of the wealthieft 
N 2 of 


p — 
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1 TORNGARSUK 7s a miſchiceucus deity worſhipped 
by the Greenlanders. h | 
2 Angekuks are the heads of the clergy, the Iaws- 


givers, the nobles, and the prophets of Greenland, 


— 
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0 all the Greenland patriarchs. He poſſef „ i 


kone boats, five canoes, three huge piles of wood 
for rafts, poles, boards and fewel, ſeven cheſts of 
braſs, copper, and tin utenſils, purchaſed from 


the 3 Kublunets, a ſpacious winter cabbin, a mag- 


nificent ſummer tent, and a vaſt magazine well 
filled with blubber, whalebone, morſe teeth, uni- 
corns horns, the ſkins of fox, ſeal, and rein-deer. 
His darling IcLuUxa had been bred up in the ut- 
moſt tenderneſs and elegance. Her ſhift appeared 
white and tranſparent, being formed of the maw 
of holy-but : her waiſtcoat was of the ſofteſt fawn- 
kin, trimmed with white by her own fair hands: 
the ſkin of the rein-deer ſupplied her with an up- 
per garment and hood; and her breeches and 
boots were formed of a dreſſed ſeal-ſkin, ſoft, 


ſmooth, and pliant. This was her ordinary dreſs: 


but on feſtivals, ſhe wore a magnificent robe of 
bird's ſkin, adorned with variegated feathers, and 
bracelets ſet with pearls. Her locks, that emu- 
lated the raven's back, were nicely braided : her 
gloſſy neck was hung round with beads of glaſs 
and coral. Her eyes ; glanced like the three ſtars 
in the belt of 4 Sicktut. Her teeth, in whiteneſs, 
rivalled the ſnow that covers the mountains of 


Nep/et ; and ſhe imelled ſo ſweet of virgin water, 
that 


— — a 
ü 


* 


3 D the name given. to the Danes by the 


Greenlanders 
4 Sicktut is the aphellation by which the Greens 


landers diſtinguiſh the conflellation Orion, 
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that ſhe never went forth without receiving the ſa- 
lutation 5 Niviarſiarſuanerks. She repoſed upon 
beds of edder-down ; and was every day catefully 
anointed with the fat of the whale's belly. She 
fed upon the eggs of ſea: fowl gathered among the 
cliffs, upon the rogn-fiſh, the tail of young whales 
delicately ſauced with train-o1l ; the fleſh of ſea- 
calves, the raſpings of feai-ſkin made into pan- 
cakes, the ingeſta and chawdron of the rein-deecr, 
the entrails of the rype or patridge dreſſed with 
blubber; and, by way of deſert, the ſea- weed 
and the root called tugloronet, ſliced and fried 
with train-oil. A young lady of ſuch expecta- 
tions, nurſed with indulgence, and trained up in 
the midſt of ſuch delicacies, could not but be in- 
ſpired with the moſt refined ſentiments, and fo 
animated by the pride of birth, as well as by the 
conſciouſheſs of her own beauty and accompliſh- 
ments, as to look down with contempt upon the 
generality of thoſe youths who aſpired to her good 
graces. Indeed it was univerſally believed, that 
ſhe would chooſe to lead a life of celibacy rather 
than beſtow kerſelf in marriage upon any indivi- 
dual of Amaralchk : but fate had otherwiſe ordain- 
ed, in favour of the gallant SIEBER SIK, who was 
not only rich in the goods of fortune, but alſo 
N 4: excelled 
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5 at frgnife ; > How foe frietls 
like a virgin,” and is applied to thoſe who ſprinkle 


them, letrye "avith their own water. : 


#70] 
excelled all his cotemporaries in beauty, courage, 
and agility, as well as in the gifts of the under- 
ſtanding. He had {lain a mighty bear in ſingle 
combat, and in winter wore the ſkin acroſs his 
fhoulders, as a trophy of his victory, He had 
once ventured to aſſault the dreadful ſea-monſter 
© HarGura, and was the firſt who had ever eſ- 
caped with life from ſuch a rencounter. He had 
often dived beneath the ice, in purſuit of ſeals 
and morſes; and in the moſt dreadful tempeſts put 
to ſea, in his ſlender canoe of bended ſticks cover- 
ed with ſkins, His dart and harpoon flew unerring 
to the mark ; and his arrows never miſſed the ſea. 
mew upon the cliff, or the rein deer on the moun- 


tain. He never failed to win the prize at foot- | 


ball, catch-ball, wreſtling, and dancing; and 
far outſhone all his companions in the poetical 
conteſts of alternate ſatire, praiſed at public 
feſtivals among the ſwains of 7 Greenland. | 


The fair IGLVR A could not be inſenſible to all 
theſe perfections. She took pleaſure in ſeeing him 
perform all his feats of ſtrength and activity; and 
always rewarded him for the victory he had ob- 


tained, ſometimes with a ſmile and ſometimes with 


Y a Pre- 


_—_— 


6 HAFGUFA 7s /uffoſed to be a ſpirit that appears 
at ſea to the Grcenlanders, in many different hidecus 


rms. | | 
7 he pouths of Greenland actually contend in this 


manner like the antient ſawains of Arcadia. 


Ne 
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a preſent. After a ſevere tryal of wreſtling, ſhe 
once refreſhed him with a draught of train-oil ; at 
another time ſhe preſented him with a ſpring coat 
of ſeal-ſkin, cut and ſewed by her own delicate 
fingers : but the favour which of all others he moſt 


| eſteemed, and which brought upon him the envy 
; of all his companions, was an invitation ſhe gave 
2 - > S 

f him to ſup with her on the leg of a frozen ſeal, 
E and the ſound of a hay-fiſh ſtewed in blubber: 


nay, to crown his good fortune, after this genial 
1 banquet, ſhe licked him? all over, that he might 
derive double vigour from this unction of maiden 
| ſpittle ; and inveſted him with a ſhift of ſeal guts, 
ö which for that purpoſe ſhe ſtripped from her own 
delicate body. In a word, IcLuta and SivBER- 
51K had by this time captivated the hearts of each 
other. The rocks reſounded with the ſongs which 
he compoſed in her praiſe. He formed garlands 
of ſea-weeds intermixed with ſhells and corais for 
her hair: he made her an offering of the firſt fruits 
of all his labours ; and ſeized all opportunitie: of 
whiſpering in her ears the moſt delicate and en- 
dearing expreſſions of love. In the midf of this 
tender communication, the good old AjJoKaRsOR=. 
rok was gathered to his fathers, and the lovely 
I6LUKa remained ſole miſtreſs of his whole eſtate, 
; S$1BBERSIK Continued to enjoy all the lawful 
N 4 | privileges 
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3 This practice, which was probably learned from 
the bear”s licking her cubs, is common in Greenland. 


E 
privileges of a favoured lover, and at fength the 
day was fixed for uniting this accompliſhed pair 
in the ſilken bands of Hy men. Mean while they 
ſet out together on the ſummer's expedition of 
deer-hunting : they eat from the ſame platter, 
they ſlept in the ſame tent; and conſtantly ac- 
companied each other in all the eyolutions of the 
chace. Such an intimacy between the two ſexes 
is often productive of the moſt fatal conſequences, 
which even the pureft ſentiments, and the moſt 
determined virtue cannot always. prevent. The 
moſt perfect nature and the moſt cautious honour 
have their unguarded moments; and 1n one of 
theſe the amiable, the elegant, the virtuous, the 
ſentimental Io uA was undone. After the fatigue 
of the chace, S1BRERS1K ſpread his bear ſkin for 
the repoſe of his beauteous miſtreſs under a pro- 
jecting rock, whoſe foot was laſhed by the re- 
ſounding wave. The noiſe of the billows, and 
the clattering of the ice, ſoon lulled her into an 
agreeable ſlumber. The lover lay down by her 
fide : he preſſed her to his boſom; waked her 
gently with the ſoft murmurs of his paſſion ; and 
made ſuch artful uſe-of the opportunity, that in 
an evil hour ſhe ſurrendered up her virgin treaſure, 
while the ſea-mews and curlieus ſcreamed, the 
bears growled, and ſeals grunted in concert, as 
if to celebrate theſe portentous rites. In 818BER- 
sik enjoyment was ſoon followed with ſatiety ; 
his fondneſs viſibly abated ; he relaxed in his at- 
tendance and aſſiduity; he engaged in ſeparate 

parties 
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parties from his charmet : he avoided her habita- 
tion and ſociety ; and finally refuſed to perform 
the ſolemn vow by means of which he had triumph- 


ed over her virginity. 


It may well be imagined what effect theſe i in- 
ſtances of ſlight and perfidy in the man ſhe loved, 
had upon a young lady of ſuch rank and ſenſibili- 
ty. She found herſelf deprived of her honour, 


and the ſymptoms of her difgrace waxing ſo viſt- 


ble, that it would not be in her power to conceal 
it much longer. Theſe conſiderations filled her 
breaſt with horror, and thrice ſhe reſolved to bu- 


ry herſelf and her misfortunes in a watry grave: 


but, as often as ſhe attempted to execute this dire 
reſolve, ſhe heard, or ſeemed to hear, a voice that 
pronounced the following words, 9 Torngar/ungnut 
makko intille prgomnagit, which in the language of 
Greenland ſignifies, © Take hecd left thou go to the 
devil. Thus deterred from laying violent hands 
on her own life, ſhe began to pine away in ſoli- 


tude, indulging her grief, and giving up herſelf 


to the moſt bitter deſpair... The luſtre vaniſhed 
from her eyes,. and the ſhining eloſs forſook her 
countenance ; her jetty locks hung diſhevelled ; 
and no more ſhe bedewed herſelf with the odori- 


ferous virgin- ſtream; for alas! this was no longer 


in her power. No more ſhe indulged her appetite 


N 5 with 


„ Vide Ecepe's Hiſtory of Greenland. 
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with the choiceſt cates ; but ſometimes, to ſup- 
Port her drooping ſpirits, ſhe. comforted herſelf 
with a cup of oil, thick, yellow, and perfumed. 
In a word, while her middle encreaſed in circum- 
ference, the reſt of her body waſted apace; and 
her relations foreſaw, that in a little time ſhe 
would, in all probability, be ebnveyed to her 
grave, with her thimbles and needles, and wear- 
ing apparel. SiBBERsIK was not ignorant of her 
condition, nor inſenſible of the injury, he had 
done to this accompliſhed young lady: but pof- 
ſeſſion had palled upon his ſenſe, and his love was 
ſucceeded by a ſpecies of diſguſt, which neither 
his honour nor his reaſon could overcome. Never- 
theleſs, they ſtruggled ſo hard in behalf of the 
forſaken IcL.uka, as to baniſh all tranquillity 
from his boſom. The diverſions he purſued, no 
longer yielded him the leaſt enjoyment : the oc- 
cupations in which he engaged were incapable of 
ſcreening him from the horrors of conſcience ; and 
the converſation of his friends ated like poiſon to 
his thought. He, in his turn, neglected his food 
and apparel, became penhve and melancholy ; 
and the only relief which he felt was in fixing 
himſelf in his canoe, and launching into the deep 
that he might loſe the ſenſe of his own internal 
tempeſts, amidſt the loudeſt ſtorms that daſhed 
upon the rocks of Greenland. In theſe excurſions 
his imagination was often haunted by the ſea- 
| ſpirit 
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ſpirit IN GN ERNSORT, which ſometimes roſe be- 
fore him in the ſhape of a mermaid, and ſome- 
times made the caverns of the ſhore reſound with 
the moſt, diſmal ſhrieking. He looked upon theſe 
viſitations as preſages of his death; and even 
ſeemed to welcome his approach towards the land 
of ſpirits. One day his frail canoe was bulged 
upon an iſland of ice; and, with the utmoſt dif- 
ficultv, he, by ſwimming, gained the ſhore at 
the very place where he had deflowered the unfor- 
tunate IGLUKA. | 


The review of the fatal ſpot conjured up the 
idea of his guilt, with all the circumſtances of 
aggravation, He ſmote his breaſt in deſpair 
and that inſtant a huge ſeal, ſtarting from the in- 
terior part of the cave, paſſed him grunting, and 
plunged into the ſea, He never doubted but this 
was the ſpirit ToRNGARSUk, which pronounced, 
the funeral word ** Picklerrukput, as an omen of 
his fate. He endeavoured to ſlay this miſchievous 
fiend by an eruption of wind backwards, the only“ 
charm, which, according to the Greenland mytho- 
logy, the devil cannot * reſiſt: but, notwith- 
| ſtanding 


— 


10 The common * ſpright of Greenland is known by 
this name. 
i This phraſe ſigniſying Here is no more to be got,” 
the next of kin pronounces at the deceaſe of a Greenlanter. 
12 Such is really the notion which the G. venlanders bu- 
tertain of this deity, 
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ſtanding the prevalency of his fear, he found it 
impoſlible to try the experiment. His hair briſtled 
up; his knees knocked together, and he fell 
down in a trance upon the fated ſcene of his diſ- 
honour. Having lain for ſome time inſenſible, 
he recovered the uſe of his faculties, and found 
himſelf in preſence of a famous Angekuk or pro- 
phet, who, being made acquainted with his caſe, 


admoniſhed him ſo effeQtually, that he renewed 


his addreſſes to the poor forlorn I6Luxa. Such 
an unexpected return of happineſs ſoon reſtored 
her to her former health and ſpirits : the two 
lovers were. happily united by the prieſt : in two 
months after the wedding, which was celebrated 
with great magnificenee, IcLuxa brought forth 
' a pair of lovely boys; and ſhe and her huſband 
paſſed their lives in a continual round of conjugal. 
felicity. 


THE 


The Concluding 
T 4A · mM 


- T OW ſhallow is human foreſight ! how un- 
limited our underitanding ! we pry into fu- 


turity with a ſagacious eye, and yet ſee not the 


preſent good before us. 


In the province of Gejam, on the banks of the 
river Nile, dwelt a warlike tribe, deſcended from 
the ancient Mama/ukes of Egypt. Their numbers 


- were ſmall, but their ſpirit lofty, and ſtrongly im- 


bued with all the ardent love of liberty of their 
forefathers. In arts and in arms alike they ſhone, 


and were at once the terror and admiration of ſur- _ 


rounding nations. 


When Egypt firſt bowed to the Ottoman yoke, 
when her grandeur became extinguiſhed in the 
death of her king TomBtJjus, theſe Mamalukes, a 
fmall remnant only of that martial race which in 
ſo many battles had oppoſed the victorious SELIM, 
theſe Mamalukes, bended not to his rule, but ſtill, 
fired with the glorious thirſt of freedom, choſe to 
quit Bagdad, and its verdant plains, rather than 
hve in ſervitude to the inſulting Saracen. 

| Under 
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Under a leader of their own they coaſted the fer- 
tile ſhores of the ſounding Nile, 'till where its 
prolifick waters lave the fruitful territories of 
fartheſt 4by/iia. There they pitched their tents; 
there they choſe them a ſcat for their generations 


after them. Their government was at firſt kingly, 


founded on religion, and a due reſpect for its mi- 
niſters. To them was committed the education 
of their youth, by their hallowed rites were they 
directed both in time of peace and in the dreadful 
day of battle. Happy people, while thus ruled ! 
happter in their reverence of that deity which gave 
them ſuch rule! 


For a while they continued unheeded and un- 
known, *till their convenient ſituation for traffick 
pointed them out to ſtrangers. Theſe, with 
commerce, introduced luxury and the ſword. But 
the ſpirit and valour of the Mamalukes ſtill triumph- 
ed, and thoſe who ſought to ſubdue them as con- 
querors, were glad to find a ſettlement among 
them as one people. 


Strengthened by this fortuitous increaſe of in- 
habitants, refined by their laws, improved by their 
cuſtoms, they now ſhone ſuperior to what they had 


done before, and became as illuſtrious for their 


knowledge of arts, as their mighty deeds in war- 
fare. Their veſſels covered the Nile, and from its 
ſource to its iſſuè in the Perſian gulf, the name 
and proweſs of the Mamalukes rode triumphant. 
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In this blaze of glory, this union of martial ant 
commercial honours, whole centuries rolled away. 
'The Arabs, the votaries of ManomerT, the ſooty 
Aibiopiaus, or owned or felt the force of their 
valour, while Gejam's active ſons imported from 
every clime the tribute of their induſtry. But with 
theſe ſhe likewiſe imported their vices, from the 
ſervile race of 8SELIM ſheimported the meaner arts 
of government. The palace of her monarchs became a 
receptacle to ſlaves and informers, and her great men 
learnt ail the intrigues of the ſeraglio. 


Yet a while ſhe ſurvived, a while ſhe ſtood ſu- 
perior to every injury. 'Though her monarchs 
oppreſſed, though her leaders degenerated, the 
genius of the people ftiil prevailed, and her princes 
were often made to rue with their blood the in- 
vaſions on the rights and privileges of the ſubject. 
At length a Hreign race, deſcended indeed from 
the ancient caliphs of Ag ypt, but ftrangers to the 
laws and manners of the Mamalukes, took poſſeſſion 
of the crown and empire of Gjam. Under then 
deſpotiſm, with giant-ſtrides, came on amain 
and freedom, with all her ſprightly charms, ſunk 
before it. New laws, new maxims, took place. 
The intereſt of the monarch was no longer con- 
ſidered as the intereſt of the people: They were 
even taught to look upon them as diſtin things, 
and that to be great themſelves it was neceſſary 
the Mamalukes ſhould be an impoveriſhed nation. 


In conformity to theſe notions, new impoſts were 


laid 


20 
jaid upon their tribes, 'till the hand of induſtry 
found it{eif unable to ſubſiſt any longer. Their 
corn, their wine, their oil, was almeft all applied to 
the king's ujes, and i he light of heaven ſcarce Permitted 
to ſhine upon them. | 


Yet under theſe heavy preſſures, theſe heart-felt 


incumbrances, other burthens were till added, 
and while the name of the people became every 
day engaged for larger ſums, they were taught to 
conſider themſelves as ſo much the richer. They 
were ſtiled a happy, a free nation, !hough they dared 
not murmur with impunity, though their very houſes 
were ſubjected to the viſits of the Rings officers. 


Learn hence, ye princes! learn ye ſovereigns of 


the earth! the ill fate that betideth ſuch proceed- 
ings! But chief, learn ye, who are appointed 
rulers throughout the land, what calamity await- 


eth too ſervile a compliance with the king's 
pleaſure! Like you, the Gojamites ſought nothing 
ts themſelves but riches and power! like you, they 
ſtrove only for increaſe of wealth, and of honours!” 
They conſidered not the ſhackles they were putting 
upon poſterity : They bethought them not that 


while they were adding a little to their own ſtores, 


they were emptying Fok Ever their childrens 


coffers. 


| Thus miſtaken, they ſuffered their impoſts to be 
increaſed, they ſuffered themſelves. to become 
dupes 
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dupes to every infidious meaſure. With their 
taxes alſo they ſuilered their king's forces to in- 
creaſe, *zll from a fene. guard it at length became a 
mighty army. Fain would they then have retract- 
ed; fain have ſhook off the yoke which galled 
their necks. But the king's wrath waxed too 
powerful. He ſeiſed on them as n and 
ravenous lion! 


Sunk, loſt, a prey to their own folly ; the love 
of induſtry and the arts ftraitway ſorfook them. 
With the people's dignity the grandeur of their 
monarchs decreaſed, and they ſoon became an 
enfeebled and deſpicable nation. The wilely 
Ottoman ſaw the wiſhed for moment. His nu- 
merous ſons were inſtant ſummoned to arms, He 
ſeizes on the hapleſs territories of the unreſiſting 
Gejamitet, and ſoon expels their princes from their 
throne. From that day, loſt in endleſs ſervitude, 
their glory became extint among the nations of 
the earth, and the very name of the Gojamites is 
now no further remembered, than as a laſting me- 
morial to ſucceeding ages, that no kingdom is long 
Jafe from abroad, which does not ſecure its own rights 
and PRIVILEGES « at home. 
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Hiſtory of OrhELIA: by the author of 
David S1wPLE: with an aalen 2 82 
ſtory not, not in any former edition 

Hiſtory of the Counteſs of Der.wyn; by 92 
the author of the preceding novel: 3 

Letters of the Rt. honourable Lady Ma- „ 8 
RY WOATHLY MONTAGUE to Ba 

The Fortune Hunter: a modern tale, 84 
with a beautiful frontiſpiece | g ne 

The Centinel; by the author of the I 
World: in 2 vols. 12mo. j 32 

Lite and Adventures of Jox CarverenQ 2 84 
PILKINGTON = F n 


Juſt publiſhed by James Hoey, ju- 
8 3 * & Ly . nior. 
5 4) . 9 | | 
|  ArTicLE I. | 
HE NEW STORY TELLER: or, Univer- 
SAL ENTERTAINER. Being a certain me- 
thod to caſt off Care, an infallible ccrdial for Low- 
pirits, and a Help to Converiation. By TrHomas 
TELL-TALE, Eſq. In two vol.—Price bound 55. 5d. 
Jewwed 45. 4d. 

The diſorders of the mind may be removed without med; - 
cine; for in caſes of this kind, chearful company, 
exerciſe, reaaing diverting books, and laughing, is 

- the beſt phyſic. | | GrALEN, 

* * This work 1s interſperſed with ſeveral ſhort 

new Novels, and each volume concludes with a long 
5 one; 


0 + As Gans. 


ſpire wit, but his influence will laſt no longer than 
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one; the firſt, with the Hiſtory of JULIA; the ſe- 


| cond, with that of ARABELLA.—This entertain- 


ing work is on a new plan, differing eſſentially from 
the performances of this kind wherewith the preſs is 
daily teeming : It confiſts chiefly of NEW S'TO- 
RIES; many of them equal to the beſt and moſt 
laughable now on draughtamong Good Companions. 
To ſay that a ſtory is a good one, and at the ſame 
time to aver it was never before printed, is an aſſerti- 


on, which will not be readily believed; yet what is 


here advanced in reſpe to the Novelty of this work, 
is really true, as the candid reader will acknowledge 
on peruſal, "Tels | 


The PLan of this Wokk. 


THE ſprightly chearful Companion who is con- 

tinually ſtriking out new ſubjeQs-of mirth and 
good-humour, while he is joyous himſelf, diffuſes 
Joy to every one about him. Such a facetious merry 
mortal 1s formed to amule, to enliven and divert, 
and as the pleaſure of others ſeems to be his ſole aim, 
their approbation is beſtowed as his neceffary re- 
ward, and when approbation is once gained, affec- 
tion, if it does not always accompany it, 1s ſeldom 


out of call, Where-ever this man leads, his compa- 


nions will follow. But as the brighteſt genius will 


ſometimes flag, and be incapable of exerting his 


powers, this Work will afford innumerable ſeaſon— 
able hints, and memory will ſupply the defects of 
imagination. 

It is not every one, however, that can attain the 
happy talent of enlivening converſation. Spright - 
iy ſtarts of wit, pleaſing ſallies of imagination, and 


all the quickneſs and ſmartneſs of repartee, are not 


to be acquired by rule. The wit indeed may in- 


his 
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his preſence; and thoſe who attempt to 4e:p vp the 
Ball, generally have cauſe to repent of their folly. 


The perſons for whom theſe ſheets were principal- 
ly written, are thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves in 


- converſation by the agreeable way in which they tell 


a ſtory. Theſe by an archneſs in their manner, a 
droll turn of expreſſion, and the imitation of the pe- 
culiar accent of the country of the perſons they 
mention, conſtantly fix attention, and are liſtened 


to with pleaſure, By this happy art they lead the 


laugh, and whenever they pleaſe are ſure of gaining 
applauſe. But it has been obſerved, that theſe, 
more than any other, are liable to one great im- 
propriety, and that is, ſeveral times repeating the 
ſame ſtory in the ſame company; an impropriety 
which this work is directly calculated to remedy, 
by affording them a fund of new matter, by which 


their capacity of entertaining _ be prodigiouſly 


enlarged, | 

That the power of pleaſing in converſation may 
be made more general than is uſually imagined, and 
that many who are unwillingly ſilent in company, 


may be furniſh'd with the means of diſplaying their : 
abilities to advantage, is a truth, that, I think, may 


eaſily be demonſtrated. The man of gond ſenſe, 
who takes care to ſtock his mind with proper mate- 
rials, tho* he may want the ſudden flaſh of wit, may 
yet ſhine with a bright and ſteady blaze, and by the 
force of good-humour and the knowledge of men 
and things, may inſtru and pleaſe without having 
recourſe to a pun or a pointed jeſt; and give a no- 


ble and rational delight, without ſetting the table on 


a roar. 
This accompliſhment was hitherto only to be ob- 


tained by great reading, and the uſe of a number of 
books; but here theſe Volumes anſwer the pufpoſe 


of a library. 


In 


. 


— 
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In ſhort, theſe genuine anecdotes and ſtories muſt 
be of the greateſt: ſervice to every one who would 


| ſhine in converſation, and we have taken all ima- 


ginable pains to render it as perfect as poſſible. The 
works of this kind have been conſtantly collected 
from performances of the fame nature; but this is 
compiled from the authors themſelves, our moſt 
celebrated biographers and hiſtorians, and there are 
added a variety of curious particulars relating to the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed perſonages, which have been pre- 
ſerved in the cloſets of their friends, and were never 
before made public. 1 | 


* 8 


| | ARTICLE II. 


ff Pi bo Hiſtory, of Lady FRANCE S—— and 
Lady CaROLINE S Written by the 
Miſs Miniries of Fairwater in Somerſetſhire.— 
The character of this novel, (delivered by the Cri- 
tical Reviewers in the Review for Auguſt 1763) is 


as follows.“ The hiſtory of Lady FRA N cES SY 


and lady Ca ROLINE S—, is a work greatly ſu- 
perior to the common run of lives, adventures, 
memoirs, &c. which have appeared for ſome years 


© paſt, It is wrote with the warmeſt ſentiments of 


c 

E 

[4 

4 

© virtue and honour. The ſtory is told after the 
manner of CLaR15sa. The reader will ſee a help- 
© leſs orpha:', thro' a ſeries of entertaining and 
* intereſting incidents, conducted by the hand of 
Providence to the guardian and director of her ten- 
« der years, perfected and compleated with all the 
* ornaments and embelliſhments human nature is ca- 
< pable of receiving. Upon the whole, we think 
the miſs Miniſies have acquitted themſelves very 
* well in their firſt performance, and will venture to 
* foretell, that they will one day rank amongſt By 

© fit 
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© firſt authoreſles of this authoreſs creating age. 
Price bound 25. 834: ſewed 2s, 2d, 
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| ARTICLE III. 
HE Hiſtory of HARRIOT WATSON : by 
Mrs. Wooprin.—With regard to this novel, 
the Critical Reviewers (Vol. 15, p. 63) deliver.their 
opinion to this purpoſe. It is plain that this ſtory 
and Tom Joxzs is on the ſame plan: Tom Jones 
himſelf is to be found in Mr. Howard, Sir John 
Watſon the father of the heroine miſs Harriot, ex- 
ceeds Weſtern in brutality, obſtinacy and avarice. 


of Miſs Dodd; and miſs Harriot Watſon is a 
good tranſcript of Sophia. The reſt of the parts 
are performed to the beſt advantage ; and all the 


The narrative is lively, the characters juſt, the 
incidents entertaining and decent. One of the 
characters, is that of Miſs Lure, whoſe ſtory is 
well executed and extremely affecting.“ 'The 
character given of this work in Dr. Smollet's Maga- 
zine, is conceived in theſe few words Chaſte, en- 
c tertaining, and moral. Price bound 25. 82d. 


Sewved 25. 2d. 
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_ ARTICLE IV. 2555 

HE Hiſtory of SOPHIA : By the celebrated 
Mrs. LENNOx, author of the FEMALE Quix- 
org, HENRIETTA, &C. Price bound in calf and 
lettered, 25. 2d: ſeed 15. 744. | 

Concerning which the following letter has appear- 
ed in the PUBLic LEDGER, a London literary pa- 

er.— | 

125 Among the number of Novels lately publiſhed, 
I muſt confeſs I am not a little pleaſed with one 
Bs | * adorned 


- 


His fiſter is copied by our authoreſs in the character 


characters are new, and indeed, well dreſſed. 
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* adorned with the name of a lady, who, without 
any hyperbole, may be ſtiled, The glory of the female 
ſex, and an honour to the Britiſh nation. HARRIOT 
© STEWART, the FEMALE QYIxOTE, HENRIETTA, 
© &c. are laſting monuments of her fine taſte and 
* ſuperior genius. Moſt of her original pieces have 
© obtained the approbation of foreigners, and 
c have been tranſlated into French and other lan- 
© ovages. I hope this circumſtance alone will pro- 
cure The Hiſtory of SoPHIA DaRNLEY, what the 
© intrinſic merit of the work itſelf deſerves, a favour- 
© able reception from the public. Mrs. Lennox 
© has ferfeited no part of her reputation by this pub- 
 lication, which I warmly recommend as one of 
* the beſt and moſt pleaſing novels that has appear- 
ed for {ome years. The ſtory is quite new, uni- 
© form and intereſting ; the characters are natural 
and properly ſupported ;. the ſtile equal, eaſy, and 
well kept up, ſinking no where below the level 
© of genteel life, a compliment which cannot be 
paid to one of the moſt celebrated novel writers we 
have. N PRozus.“ 
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all the tender and noble Paſſions without depraving 
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ARTICLE V. 


HE LADIES COMPLETE LETTER WRI- 

TER ; teaching the Art of inditing Letters 
on every Subject that can call for their Attention, as 
Daughters, Wives, Mothers, Relations, Friends, 


Acquaintance, or Miſtreſſes of Families; being a 


well-diſpoſed Series of Letters, written by Ladies, 
not only on the more important Religious, Moral, 
and Social Duties, but on Subjects of every other 
Kind that uſually concern the Fair Sex; interſperſed 
with Relations of various Events that muſt intereſt 


the 
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the Heart; together with various forms of writing 
Meſſages on Cards, and many other important Ar- 
ticles. 'The Whole forming a polite, improving, 
and uſeful Manual of Inſtruction and rational Enter- 
tainment. A Work long defired, and the only one 
particularly formed for the Uſe of Ladies. With an 
Appendix, not in the London Edition, containing, 
the Precedency due to Women; alſo, Directions how 
Ladies may acquit themſelves with Elegance and 
Gracefulneſs in doing the Honours of a Table; to- 
gether with Complimentary Billets in the moſt polite 
taſte. Be careful in aſking for the Dublin Edition, 

printed by James Hoey, junior, as no other is cor- 
rect, or contains thoſe lait mentioned additional Ar- 
ticles. Price neatly beund 25. 8d ſewed 25. 2d. 


The following letter from the miſtreſs of one of the moſs emi- 
nent boarding ſchools in England, was ſent to the editor 
of the LADIES COMPLETE LETTER WRITER, and 
inſerted in the St. James's Chronicle. 

ES 1, | | 
On looking over the Sr. James's Chronicle, J re- 
marked an advertiſement of the Ladies Complete Letter 

Writer; as my Province regards principally the Edu- 

cation of young Ladies, I was curious enough to buy 

the Book, and in Gratitude to the Editor, and for 

the Benefit of the Ladies in general, muft declare, I 

never read a Book more proper for the Purpoſe in- 


"tended; It is indeed, a Fund of polite Inſtruction, 


and proves a moſt agreeable Entertainment to my 
young Ladies. The many Relations of intereſting 
Events render it ſo agreeably amuſing, that they 
have thrown aſide their Novels and Romances, and 
J propoſe they ſhall read it in the School, and copy 
after it by Way of Exerciſe, till they are able to 
write elegantly upon a Zabject. I with, for the 
Honour and Advantage of my Sex, it may pleaſe all 
Governeſſes as well as it has LIE 

| Your humble Servant, 

oo. * MARY WILSON. 
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